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Good afternoon, distinguished representatives to the Executive Committee. 
I will briefly inform you on the key outcomes of the 25th session of the Committee on Environmental Policy (CEP), as well as on other important developments. An overview of key highlights is presented in the background document prepared for this meeting (Informal document No.2020/2).
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25th session of the CEP

 Geneva, 13-15 November 2019
 Delegations from 41 UNECE member States 
 Representatives from national, regional and international organizations 

and bodies
 Civil society 
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Since the last reporting to the Executive Committee (March 2019), the Environment subprogramme continued to work on improving environmental governance and transboundary cooperation, and contributing to sustainable development in the region.
The 25th session of the CEP, was held in Geneva on 13–15 November 2019, attended by delegations from 41 member States of the UNECE. Representatives from a number of national, regional and international organizations and bodies, and civil society associations have also participated. 
Now I am going to briefly present the main outcomes of the CEP session.
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The first day of the CEP session was dedicated to preparatory process of the next Environment for Europe Ministerial Conference. The Committee took decisions on both organizational and substantive issues. 
Venue and dates:
The Committee on Environmental Policy expressed its gratitude to the Government of Cyprus for the proposal to host the Ninth Environment for Europe Ministerial Conference, including the Third High-level Meeting of Education and Environment Ministries, in Cyprus, and decided to organize the Ninth Environment for Europe Ministerial Conference, including the Third High-level Meeting of Education and Environment Ministries, in Nicosia from 3 to 5 November 2021. The Conference will take place in Filoxenia Conference Centre, which has all the necessary facilities for such a big event.
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Themes for the Conference:

(i) Greening the economy in the pan-European region: Working towards 
sustainable infrastructure;
(ii) Applying principles of circular economy to sustainable tourism.
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Themes:
The Committee on Environmental Policy also agreed on the following two themes for the Ninth Environment for Europe Ministerial Conference: 
(i)	Greening the economy in the pan-European region: Working towards sustainable infrastructure;
(ii)	Applying principles of circular economy to sustainable tourism.
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Environmental Performance Reviews
• Published and launched: 

• 3rd EPR of Kazakhstan
• 3rd EPR of North Macedonia

• Reviewed: 
• 3rd EPR of Uzbekistan

• Ongoing: 3rd EPRs of 
• Romania
• Azerbaijan

• Requests received for:
• 2nd EPR of Morocco
• 2nd EPR of Armenia
• 3rd EPR of Ukraine
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Environmental performance reviews (EPRs) of the member States are part of the regular work of CEP, who discusses and approves recommendations made in EPRs.

During the reporting period: 
At its 25th session the CEP reviewed the environmental performance of Uzbekistan and adopted the recommendations in the EPR of this country. 
The third EPR of Kazakhstan was launched in Nur-Sultan in June 2019 and the third EPR of North Macedonia in Skopje in November 2019.
The third EPR of Romania is being carried out, the review mission took place on 3-11 December 2019. 
The third EPR of Azerbaijan is being carried out, the preparatory mission took place on 17 November 2019, a review mission will be held on 20-30 April 2020.
Preparatory and review missions for the second EPR of Morocco will be held in spring and autumn 2020, respectively.
Romania and Azerbaijan will be peer reviewed in November 2020 during CEP-26.
Two more requests were received: namely from Armenia and Ukraine.
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Cross-cutting activities

Education for Sustainable Development: 

• 14th meeting of the Steering Committee (Geneva, May 2019)
• Fourth mandatory reporting of national implementation of the UNECE Strategy for ESD
• Ad hoc group for Strategic Planning:

• Second meeting (Nicosia, Cyprus, September 2019)
• Third meeting (Nicosia, Cyprus, March 2020)

• Ad hoc group on Indicators: 
• First meeting (Utrecht, the Netherlands, October 2019)
• Second meeting (Podgorica, Montenegro, December 2019) 
• Third meeting (Brussels, Belgium, February 2020)
• Fourth meeting (tbc, June 2020)

• Ad hoc Group on youth:
• First meeting (Vienna, Austria, February 2020)

• 15th meeting of the Steering Committee (Geneva, May 2020) 
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In the reporting period, the work under the UNECE Steering Committee on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) focused on the promotion of SDG 4 and its target 4.7 in the region, via the implementation of the UNECE Strategy for ESD. At the last CEP session, the Committee encouraged its members from the countries participating in the Strategy to establish and maintain working contacts with the Steering Committee members and focal points from their national administrations and non-governmental organizations

14th meeting of the Steering Committee took place in Geneva, on 02-03 May 2019 and considered the outline of the directions of its work for the next period of the implementation. 
The fourth mandatory reporting of national implementation of the UNECE Strategy for ESD has been completed in 2019; the summary evaluation report will be finalized in 2020.

The Ad hoc group for Strategic Planning, established by the Steering Committee in 2018, held its second meeting in September in Nicosia, Cyprus where also the third meeting is to be held in March 2020. This Ad hoc group has been preparing the draft concept note for the post-2019 implementation framework to be considered by the 15th meeting of the Steering Committee (7-8 May 2020).

Two meetings of the Ad hoc group on Indicators (established by the Steering Committee in 2019), tasked with updating and/or revising the existing format for reporting for the next implementation phase from 2020 to 2030, took place in October (Utrecht, the Netherlands), and in December (Podgorica, Montenegro). with the third meeting planned for February 2020 (in Brussels, Belgium) and the fourth meeting planned for June 2020 (to be confirmed). 

The first meeting of the Ad hoc Group on youth (established by the Steering Committee in 2019) will take place also in February 2020 (in Vienna, Austria) involving youth representatives from the member States in the activities implemented in the framework of the UNECE Strategy for ESD. 
15th meeting of the Steering Committee will take place in Geneva in May 2020 
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Cross-cutting activities

Transport, Health and Environment: 

• Relay race workshop dedicated to “smart urban mobility” 
(September 2019, Kazan, Russian Federation)

• The seventeenth meeting of the Steering Committee of 
THE PEP (21-23 October 2019, Geneva)

• 5th Ministerial High-Level Meeting on Transport, Health 
and Environment (26-27 November 2020, Vienna)
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THE PEP is intrinsically an intersectoral activity in ECE. The secretariat is a collaboration between UNECE (Environment and Sustainable Transport Divisions) and the World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe.

As an example of cooperation between THE PEP and universities, on 12 September 2019 Kazan (Russian Federation) and its University of Architecture and Engineering hosted a relay race workshop dedicated to “smart urban mobility”.
On 21-23 October the Steering Committee of THE PEP had its seventeenth meeting, mainly dedicated to the preparations for the Fifth High-level Meeting on Transport, Health and Environment to be held on 26-27 November 2020 at the United Nations in Vienna. The Ministerial segment will be on 26 November in the afternoon and 27 November in the morning. Side events are mainly expected to take place in the morning of 26 November. A special session of the Steering Committee will take place in the afternoon of 25 November at the premises of the Ministry of Transport. 
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UNECE multilateral environmental agreements

• MOPs in 2019: 
• Espoo Convention and the Protocol on SEA (February 2019, Geneva)
• Protocol on Water and Health (November 2019, Belgrade)
• Air Convention (December 2019, Geneva)

• MOPs in 2020:
• Industrial Accidents Convention (Bonn, Germany, 1-3 December) 
• Espoo Convention and the Protocol on SEA (Vilnius, Lithuania, 8-11 December)
• Air Convention (14-18 December 2020, Geneva)

8

United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 8 UNECE multilateral environmental agreements
The Environment Subprogramme provides the secretariat to five Conventions and three autonomous Protocols. 
The following MEAs held their Meeting of the Parties in 2019:

In February 2019, the Meeting of the Parties to the Espoo Convention held an intermediary session that succeeded in finalizing and adopting all outstanding decisions on compliance by several Parties with their obligations under the Convention;
The fifth session of the Meeting of the Parties (Belgrade, 19-21 November 2019) celebrated the twentieth anniversary of adoption of the Protocol and adopted a programme of work for 2020–2022. In 2019, the Air Convention celebrated its 40th anniversary. In a special session dedicated to the fortieth anniversary of the Convention, organized as informal segment of the thirty-ninth session of the Executive Body, representatives of Parties, countries from the UNECE region and outside of it, organizations and international financial institutions endorsed the anniversary declaration on clean air for 2020-2030 and beyond.

The following MEAs will have their Meeting of the Parties in 2020:
The 11th meeting of the Conference of the Parties of the Convention (Bonn, Germany, 1-3 December 2020) will place a specific spotlight on mine tailings as critical safety hotspots, and the Convention’s tools and approaches available to improve their management and prevent accidents. 
The eighth session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Espoo Convention and the fourth session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol on SEA will take place in Vilnius, Lithuania, from 8 to 11 December. Aside from celebrating the 30th anniversary of the Espoo Convention the Meetings of the Parties are expected to adopt several key documents, including guidance on the applicability of the Espoo Convention to the lifetime-extension of nuclear power plants.
The fortieth session of the Executive Body to the Air Convention will be held in Geneva on 14-18 December 2020
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Technical cooperation activities:
• Subregional workshops co-funded by the Regular Programme for 

Technical Cooperation for Environment:
• Land-use planning and industrial safety for Eastern Europe and the Caucasus” 

(Chisinau, May 2019)
• “Improving mining/tailing safety in Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and beyond in Central Asia” 

(Almaty, November 2019)
• “Monitoring the implementation of EPR recommendations on energy policies and 

strengthening national capacities on applying sustainable energy policies and 
practices in the selected UN programme countries” (postponed) 

• Transboundary water cooperation projects:
• in Drin basin (South-Eastern Europe)
• in the Dniester basin (Republic of Moldova and Ukraine)
• in the Bug-Neman basin (Belarus and Ukraine)
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Technical cooperation activities in the Environment subprogramme include activities carried out by the UNECE Regional Adviser on Environment as well as a number of other activities undertaken under MEAs and policy programmes.

Two subregional workshops were co-funded by the Regular Programme for Technical Cooperation for Environment i.e. a workshop on “Land-use planning and industrial safety for Eastern Europe and the Caucasus” and a workshop under the UNECE projects on “Improving mining/tailing safety in Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and beyond in Central Asia”, which were held in Chisinau in May 2019 and in November is Almaty respectively. The third capacity building workshop on monitoring the implementation of EPR recommendations on energy policies and strengthening national capacities on applying sustainable energy policies and practices in the selected UN programme countries which was planned to be organized in cooperation with the Sustainable Energy Division had to be postponed due to the budget liquidity issues. 

Two transboundary water cooperation projects have been implementing in Drin basin (South-Eastern Europe) and in the Dniester basin (Republic of Moldova and Ukraine). Initial negotiations were started on the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and Global Environment Facility (GEF) project to be implemented in the Bug-Neman basin (Belarus and Ukraine).



Thank you for your attention

More information is available on the UNECE website:

http://www.unece.org/env/welcome.html  
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