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Thank you, Chair.�
I would like to thank you all, on behalf of the Working Group on Ageing, for the opportunity to meet with you today; and to share some highlights of the work of the Working Group on Ageing over the past year as well as plans for the year ahead.

As you are well aware – population ageing transforms our societies.  Today, about one in five persons is 65 years and older in 26 countries of this region and only in seven countries it is below 1 in10. 
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Objective: Realize the potential of living longer

 Works towards improving policymaking in accordance 
with MIPAA/RIS and 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.

 In 2018-2022, focuses on the priorities outlined in 
2017 Lisbon Ministerial Declaration and 
SDGs (1,3,4,5,8,10,11,16,17).

 Works towards integrating population ageing and 
MIPAA with the 2030 Agenda and other relevant global 
programmes and platforms of action. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Working Group aims to help countries in the UNECE region to mainstream population ageing into their policy and regulatory framework in order to adjust to demographic changes and create an environment conducive to the full realization of the individual and societal potential of living longer. 

We seek to improve policymaking among the member States in accordance with the 2002 Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA) and its Regional Implementation Strategy (RIS).
 
For this five year period of 2018-2022, the Working Group focuses on the priorities outlined in the 2017 Lisbon Ministerial Declaration,  
and: continues to align its work with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development  by demonstrating how age mainstreaming is interlinked with the SDGs 

For example:
in March 2019, the WGA members from Austria, France and Germany presented their case studies on lifelong learning at the roundtable dedicated to SDG 4 “Learning without Limits” at the Regional Forum on Sustainable Development;
and in October, during the Beijing+25 Regional Review Meeting, France, Germany, Italy, WGA secretariat and the European Commission held a side event on “Ageing and its implications on gender equality” which is SDG5.
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1. Highlights 2019

 International cooperation, exchange of 
experience and policy discussion
 Policy seminars 
 Policy briefs

 Guidelines and policy recommendations, 
advisory services and capacity-building
 Road Maps
 Task Force on mainstreaming ageing

 Monitoring and strengthening evidence base

2. Planned activities 2020

The Working Group on Ageing (WGA)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I will briefly report on the highlights of the 2019 work programme, and some planned activities for 2020 and beyond. 

The focus will be on: policy seminars, policy briefs, capacity building and the preparations for the 4th review and appraisal of MIPAA/RIS. 
. 
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2019  - Informal care for persons with dementia

 In depth discussion, experience exchange 
and peer learning
international frameworks and national/ regional
dementia policies (Austria, Canada, Malta)

 Country in focus: Switzerland 
Learning about informal care policy in 
Switzerland, the dementia action plan of the 
Canton of Geneva and support measures by the 
canton and city of Geneva 

2020 Policy seminar 
topic to be decided by the Bureau in April

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Last year’s Policy Seminar on Ageing focused on support for informal carers of people with dementia; it was held back-to-back with the annual meeting of the Working Group on 20 November. 

The theme was on the priority list of the member States (responses to the questionnaire) as the growing incidence of dementia represents an important challenge for many families. 18 UNECE countries have already developed national policies/programmes on this topic, so it was a timely occasion to discuss, share experience and learn from one another about this important policy area. 

Thanks to the initiative of the Federal Social Insurance Office of Switzerland and Applied University of Social Work in Geneva, we had the opportunity to learn more in depths about informal care policy in the country and have hands on experience about practices of informal care during the site visit to the day care service OASIS run by Pro Senectute Geneva. 

The topic for the next Policy seminar will be decided at the Bureau meeting in April based on the outcomes of the questionnaire among the WGA members.
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Sharing of policy strategies and good practice  

 2019 - issued
 “Combating Ageism in the World of Work” 

(No. 21, February  2019) 
 “The challenging roles of informal carers” 

(No. 22, September 2019) 

 2020 planned issues
 “Gender Equality in Ageing Societies” - marking 

the 25th anniversary of the Beijing Platform for Action
 “Ageing in Sustainable and Smart Cities” - to be 

launched at the Regional Forum on Sustainable Development
 “Older persons in emergency situations”. 

Policy Briefs on Ageing

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Two new policy briefs were issued in 2019 with good practice examples from Czechia, France, Slovakia, Ireland, Canada, United States, Finland, Denmark, Ukraine, Belgium, Germany, United Kingdom, Switzerland, Slovenia for the “Combating ageism in the world of work” and from the Netherlands, Republic of Moldova, Poland, Israel, Germany, and United Kingdom for “The challenging roles of informal carers”.

2. Three new Policies briefs will be prepared during this year and they will be issued in 2020:
	- gender equality in ageing society (launch planned for 8 March, celebrating International women’s day;  France initiated and is collaborating in preparing this policy brief.)
	- ageing in sustainable and smart cities (launch is planned at Regional Forum on Sustainable Development) 
	- older persons in emergency situations (will be developed and presented at the 13th WGA meeting.)
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Tailored advisory services upon member State request

 2019 - Belarus
 Two field missions, 65 recommendations
 Foundation for the national strategy “Dignified 

longevity 2030”

 2020 - Kazakhstan
 First field mission in January 2020
 To be presented at the WGA in November 2020

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WGA supports member States in developing national strategies on ageing at their request.
�In 2019, the Road Map for Mainstreaming Ageing in Belarus was completed in support of the development of a national strategy: “Dignified longevity 2030”. The Road map was presented to Belarus stakeholders in October 2019, published in December 2019.
The development of the Road map was financially supported by UNFPA Regional Office in Istanbul.  

In 2019 a request was also received from Kazakhstan and the work on a Road Map already started with a desk study and a five-day field mission in January this year. The plan is to complete the Road map in 2020, however the follow-up field mission & support from an international consultant might face difficulties due to the current cashflow issues of UN secretariat

The work of the task force on mainstreaming ageing is progressing. The work started in June 2019. The first task was to develop a stocktaking questionnaire. This questionnaire was the base of the country notes. 15 member states have prepared them and now the task force will use them as a starting point for the guidelines. 
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Capacity building

 2019
Task Force on Mainstreaming Ageing
 Started working in June 2019 
 Developed a stocktaking questionnaire
 Collected 15 country notes from members States

 2020
Development of Guidelines
 To be presented to the WGA in November 2020
 Launch in 2021 - Portugal’s presidency of 

Council of the EU 

Guidelines for Mainstreaming Ageing

Presenter
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The work of the task force on mainstreaming ageing is progressing. The work started in June 2019. The first task was to develop a stocktaking questionnaire. This questionnaire was the base of the country notes. 15 member states have prepared them and now the task force will use them as a starting point for the guidelines. 
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Monitoring and strengthening the evidence base

 Active Ageing Index
 “2018 Active Ageing Index: Analytical report”
 Pilot studies in Romania and Spain
 AAI for non-EU countries: Norway, Republic of North 

Macedonia, Serbia; Republic of Moldova
 Data update foreseen for 2020.

 Generations and Gender Programme
 Joined GGP recently: 

Kazakhstan (completed survey in 2019) 
Republic of Moldova (starts survey in 2020)

Presenter
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One important area of the WGA programme of work is monitoring the implementation of MIPAA/RIS and strengthening the evidence for the policymaking. 
The two main tools in this regard are: the active ageing index and the generations and gender programme. 

1. The Active Ageing Index provides a composite measure for active ageing outcomes and the capacity/enabling environment for it and is used as a tool to monitor the outcome of active ageing policies. 
Last year the “2018 Active Ageing Index: Analytical Report” was launched at the AAI Stakeholder meeting in Brussels. 
Pilot studies art subnational levels were conducted in Romania and Spain. The index was also calculated for a number of non-European Union (EU) countries: Norway, Republic of North Macedonia, and Serbia; while revisions were ongoing for the Republic of Moldova
Most of these activities were implemented under the umbrella of UNECE/European Commission jointly managed AAI-phase III project that ended on 31 August 2019. 

2. The evidence on intergenerational and gender relationships within the family and society that Generations and Gender Programme (GGP) builds with its cross-nationally comparable surveys supports population-related policymaking. The latest survey was completed in Kazakhstan in June 2019 with a sample of nearly 15,000 respondents. The Republic of Moldova is set to start a survey in 2020. 
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 Preparation for the 4th review and appraisal of the 
implementation of MIPAA/RIS (2018-2022)

Draft timeline:
 Spring 2020, the WGA Bureau discusses draft guidelines for the 

country report and opens the call to host Ministerial Conference 
 September 2020, the Bureau issues the guidelines and launches 

the national MIPAA/RIS review process – deadline for submitting 
national reports – September 2021

 November 2020, the WGA starts acting as a preparatory committee 
for the 5th UNECE Ministerial Conference on Ageing; establishes 
declaration drafting group & conference organizing group. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Finally, 
The preparation for the 4th review of the MIPAA/RIS will start. The member states will work on instructions that will be shared in Sept 2020. The planning for the 5th UNECE Ministerial Conference will start, 
I would like to emphasize the role the ECE-Working Group on Ageing play in facilitating collaboration with international organizations and stakeholders involved in ageing issues. The reports and up-dated information that are presented from different organizations are very useful for the national focal points, and an important part of our annual meeting. 
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Mobilizing support for the WGA work 
programme in 2020–2022

Thanks for active involvement, in-kind & financial support:

 All members of WGA
 Countries hosting seminars and Bureau meetings 

& translating policy briefs into national languages
 Donors to the ‘Ageing – phase III’ fund: Austria, 

Estonia, Germany, Norway, Portugal and 
Switzerland that provided with USD 350,000 in 
support of the WGA programme  in 2020-2022

 All partners: ILO, ISSA, OHCHR, UNFPA, WHO, 
and the NGO Committee on Ageing

 UNECE secretariat
 The ExCom for its support

Presenter
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As Chair of the WGA, I would like to thank:
all the countries for their support and active participation in the working group. 
The countries that provided financial donations: Austria, Estonia, Germany, Norway, Portugal and Switzerland to support the implementation of the ambitious WGA Programme of Work for 2020–2022.
The major partners and stakeholders, and the UNECE Population Unit team (1 chief of unit, 1 associate population affairs officer and 1 programme assistant) that makes all this work possible…

And, last but not least, the EXCOM for support and attention. 



Edmundo Martinho
WGA Chair, Portugal

17 February 2020, Geneva

Thank you!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for your attention.
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