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1. The speci al session of the Executive Body was held in Geneva on 19 March
1998.
2. The session was attended by representatives of the following Parties to

t he Convention: Arnenia, Austria; Belgium Bulgaria; Canada; Croatia; Czech
Republ i c; Denmark; Finland; France; Germany; G eece; Ireland; Italy;, Milta;
Net her | ands; Norway; Pol and; Russi an Federation; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain;
Sweden; Switzerland; Ukraine; United Kingdom United States of Anerica.

3. A representative of Kazakhstan al so attended.
4, The Edi son Electric Institute was al so represented.
5. The neeting was chaired by M. J. THOWSON ( Norway) .

l. ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA

6. The agenda, as contained in docunent ECE/ EB. Al R/'54, was adopted.
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. | NFORMATI ON TO BE SUBM TTED AND PROCEDURES FOR ADDI NG SUBSTANCES TO THE
DRAFT PROTOCOLS ON PERSI STENT ORGANI C POLLUTANTS AND HEAVY METALS
7. M. L. BIJIORKBOM (Sweden), Chairman of the Wrking Goup on Strategies,

i ntroduced the three draft Executive Body deci sions annexed to the report of
the twenty-fifth session of the Wrking G oup (EB. AlR/ WG 5/52).

8. The Executive Body adopted:

(a) Deci sion 1998/1 on the criteria and procedures for addi ng heavy
metal s and products to the heavy nmetals protocol, as contained in annex | to
EB. Al RF WG. 5/ 52;

(b) Deci sion 1998/ 2 on information to be submtted and the procedure
for addi ng substances to annexes I, Il or IlIl to the persistent organic
pol lutants protocol, as contained in annex Il to EB. AIR WG 5/52

(c) Deci sion 1998/ 3 on the procedure for anendi ng deci sions pertaining
to the Inplenentation Committee, as contained in annex IIl to EB. AIR/ WG 5/52

I'11. OTHER BUSI NESS

9. Wth reference to its reservation on paragraph 3 of annex VI to the draft
protocol on heavy netals expressed at the twenty-fifth session of the Wrking
Group on Strategies (EB. AIRFW5 5/52, para. 11), the del egation of Denmark
reiterated its proposal to replace the reference to the period of up to 10
years by a reference to a shorter period, such as 5 years.

10. The del egati ons of the Russian Federation and the Ukraine noted that, at
this stage, they were not in a position to accept any |egal obligation that
woul d reduce this time period below ten years. They referred to inform
consul tations held with the del egati on of Denmark and expressed their

readi ness to study the issue further. They stressed that they put great store
by this issue and that a solution mght be found in the com ng nonths. The
del egation of Malta also stated that its Government mght have difficulties to
accept a period of less than 10 years.

11. The del egation of Denmark informed the Executive Body that it would
withdraw its reservation since it was not possible to reach consensus on a
shorter phase-out period. It indicated that it would propose a politica

decl aration on the phase-out of lead frompetrol to the Executive Body at its
speci al session to be held in the franework of the Mnisterial Conference
“Environnment for Europe”. It would invite Governments that could support a
nmore rapi d phase-out of |eaded petrol to sign up to this declaration

foll owi ng the exanple of the declaration made on the occasion of the adoption
of the 1988 Protocol on the Control of Em ssions of Nitrogen Oxides or their
Transboundary Fluxes in Sofia. It nade available to delegations a first draft
for the declaration and indicated that it would send a draft to al

del egations in the com ng weeks, inviting themto provide comrents on it.

12. The Chairman i nforned the Executive Body about the preparations for the
speci al session in Aarhus (Denmark), as had been di scussed by the Bureau of
t he Executive Body. The Danish host authorities had reserved the norning of
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24 June 1998 (9 a.m to 1 p.m) for the Executive Body to neet at mnisteria
level. During this time the two draft protocols would be introduced for
adoption. A draft declaration (see para. 13 below) would al so be proposed for
adoption. The Bureau proposed that there would be a |imted nunmber of

keynote addresses frommnisters representing the different parts of the
regi on covered by the Convention, i.e. the newy independent States, centra
and eastern Europe, the European Union nenber States and North Anerica.
Afterwards there would be a fairly brief period for a general debate. The
meeting would end with the signing cerenony for the two protocols by mnisters
or governnment officials who were duly accredited. The protocols would be
opened for signature inmediately after their adoption and remain open for
signature in Aarhus until 25 June and subsequently in New York at United

Nati ons headquarters until 21 Decenber 1998.

13. The Chairman al so reported on the Bureau s proposal regarding the
drafting of the declaration. It was the Bureau's intention to draft a concise
decl aration focusing on the two new protocols, the priorities for further work
regardi ng | ong-range transboundary air pollution and the financing of the core
activities in that work. A draft for the declaration in English (possibly
with informal translations into French and Russian) woul d be sent to the heads
of delegation to the Executive Body on 9 April. Delegations would be asked to
send any comments they wi shed to nake to the secretariat before 30 April. A
revised draft would then be circulated on 15 May. The Chairman invited

del egations to informally contact him as he would present a proposal for a
declaration to a nmeeting of heads of delegation to the Executive Body in

Aar hus on 22 June 1998. The draft declaration would be finalized at that
nmeeting.

14. The Chairman al so infornmed the Executive Body that the Bureau was
preparing a letter to the heads of del egation concerning the financing of the
core activities under the Convention. This letter would present sone
background i nformati on on the serious resource situation under which many
activities under the Convention operated. The letter was intended to give
del egations sonme information that they could present to their mnisters or

hi gh-l evel officials attending the Aarhus Conference.

15. The Executive Body took note of the information presented by its Chairman
and endorsed the proposed progranmme for its special session in Aarhus on 24
June 1998.

16. On behalf of the Executive Body' s Bureau, M. K. Bull (United Kingdon,
Chai rman of the Working Group on Effects, introduced a proposal for guidelines
and procedures for data release. He explained that this proposal had been
drawn up on the basis of a draft prepared by the Bureau of the Working G oup
on Effects, as requested by the Executive Body at its fifteenth session
(ECE/ EB. Al R/ 53, para. 65 (e)).

17. Several del egations noted that this decision had to be seen in the |ight
of international rules concerning public participation in environmenta
deci sion-making and intellectual property rights.

18. After a brief discussion, the Executive Body adopted decision 1998/ 4 on
gui del i nes and procedures for data rel ease, as annexed to this report.
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19. The secretariat informed the Executive Body that mandatory contri butions
for 1999 for the financing of the inplenentation of the Convention were being
cal cul ated and that information would be circulated in due course. The
secretariat also distributed to del egations the questionnaire for the 1998
Maj or Review of Strategies and Policies in order to facilitate a tinely
response. The questionnaire would be officially circulated to the Parties
shortly.

V. ADOPTI ON OF THE REPORT

20. The Executive Body adopted for general distribution the report of its
speci al session on 19 March 1998.
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Annex

DECI SI ON 1998/ 4 ON GUI DELI NES AND PROCEDURES FOR DATA RELEASE

The objective of the effect-oriented activities is to supply the best
avail able data to Parties for the negotiations in a transparent way.

Data used in the negotiations of the multi-pollutant/nulti-effect
protocol, including related scenario anal yses, can be obtai ned by
interested Parties subject to available resources. The critical |oads
data used in integrated assessnent nodelling are available electronically
fromthe Coordination Center for Effects.

Further data requests should be submitted to the secretariat, which wll
forward the request to the appropriate national focal centre or data
centre and informthe rel evant subsidiary body accordingly.

The Parties and their national focal centres/data centres are encouraged
to facilitate the availability of data. This facilitation mght inply a
need for additional financing or programe neetings.



