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Part one
Current legal and administrative framework for the
implementation of the Convention

In this part, please provide the information resiad, or revise any information
relative to the previous report. Describe the legdministrative and other measures taken in
your country to implement the provisions of the @amtion. This part should describe the
framework for your country’s implementation, and eaperience in the application of the
Convention.

Please do not reproduce the text of the legiglatself but summarize and explicitly
refer to the relevant provisions transposing then@ation text (e.g., EIA Law of the
Republic of ..., art. 5, para. 3, of Government Retsoh No. ..., para. ... item...)

Article 1
Definitions

I.1. Is the definition of impact for the purpose thie Convention the same in your
legislation as in article 1?

(a) Yes X

(b)  Yes, with some differences (please provideitigta

(c) No (please provide the definition):

(d)  There are no definitions of impact in the Iéafisn [ |

Your comments:

I.2. Is the definition of transboundary impact fbe purpose of the Convention the same
in your legislation as in article 1? Please speeigh below.

(a) Yes X

5) transboundary impact — any impact caused by an intended activity iergtory which is subjected
to the jurisdiction of the affected state, if tHeypical cause of this impact is fully or partialbcated in a
territory which is under the jurisdiction of Latwiet another state;

(b)  Yes, with some differences (please provideitigta
(c)  No (please provide the definition):
(d)  There are no definitions of transboundary inpache legislatiord_|
Your comments:
I.3.  Please specify how major change is definegbir national legislation:
Necessity of EIA for current activities have beefined in EIA Law Section 4 para

Necessity of EIA

5) for changes in the current activities
a) if changes conform to the border values refetoen Annex 1 of EIA Law,
b) if as a result of changes the border valuesnedeo in Annex 1 EIA Law are reached or exceeded,



c) if changes are intended in the object referiednt Annex 1 EIA Law, for which an impact
assessment has not been performed hitherto, andxteat of changes is 50 per cent of the bordeuneval
referred to in Annex 1 EIA Law.

I.4.  How do you identify the public concerned? Bieapecify (more than one option
may apply):
(a) Based on the geographical location of the psed@roject X

(b) By making the information available to all meend of the public and letting
them identify themselves as the public concerned X

(c) By other means (please specify):

Your comments:The public is notified within a period of 14 dayftea the
information has been received from the Party ofg®ri According to EIA Law Article
20.1. para 6.1. and 6.2. if the acitivity is pladn® be implemented outside the territory of
Latvia, within 14 days after information is recedvdrom the Party of origin, this
notification has been placed in the internet andeaist one local newspaper and also the
State Environement Bureau. Bureau may sent thisicaiton to those institutions and
organisations with which it is necessary to consuft the notice has been given all
information, where public and interested institasomay acquire information regarding
the activity, as well as information regarding tipperiod up to when written proposals may
be submitted to the Bureau. The Bureau shall canp#é proposals submitted by the public
and interested institution and send them to thepesgemt authority of the relevant State.

Article 2
General provisions

I.5.  Provide legislative, regulatory, administratiand other measures taken in your
country to implement the provisions of the Convemifart. 2, para. 2):

(a) Law on EIA: X

(b)  EIA provisions are transposed into another §lease specify):

(c) Regulation (please indicate number/year/nanie:01.2015. Cabinet of
Ministers Regulations on Procedures for EIA anceptance by the proposed activity

(d)  Administrative (please indicate number/yeamag
(e) Other (please specify):
Your comments:

I.6. Please describe any differences between #teoli activities in your national
legislation and appendix | to the Convention, if:an

(@  There is no difference, all activities are fosed in the national legislation
asis X

(b) It differs slightly[_] (please specify):

Your comments: In the EIA Law Appendix | there anany thresholds according to the EIA Directive and
national regulation, which are sometimes stridtantin Espoo Convention Appendix .



I.7.  ldentify the competent authority/authoritiessponsible for carrying out the EIA
procedure in your country (please specify):

(a)  There are different authorities at nationajjoaal, local level$ ]
(b)  They are different for domestic and transboungaocedure$ |

(c) Please name the responsible authority/autheritiEnvironmental State
Bureau

(d)  There is no single authority responsible far ¢éimtire EIA procedurg: |
Your comments:

1.8. Is there an authority in your country that leots information on all the
transboundary EIA cases? If so, please name it:

(& No[]
(b)  Yes X (please specify): Environmental Stateewr

Your comments:

1.9. How does your country, as Party of origin aaslaffected Party, ensure that the
opportunity given to the public of the affected tiyds equivalent to the one given to the
Party of origin’s public, as required in articleggragraph 6 (please explain):

According to the EIA Law:
Public - every natural person and legal personwelt as association, organisations and
groups (hereinafter — the public). That is alsodbénition of “Public" in accordance with
the Aarhus Convention. And the only legal posdipiio ensure equivalent opportunities for
public is to achieve better results in ratifyingdaalso implementing provisions of the
Aarhus Convention



Article 3
Notification

1.10. As Party of origin, when do you notify thefeafted Party (art. 3, para. 1)? Please
specify:

(a) During scoping X

(b)  When the EIA report has been prepared anddheesdtic procedure startéd

(c)  After finishing the domestic procedurd

(d) At other times (please specify):

Your comments:
I.11. Please define the format of notification:

(a) It is the format as decided by the first megtifithe Parties in its decision 1/4
(ECE/MP.EIA/2, annex IV, appendix) = X

(b)  The country has its own formlai] (please attach a copy)
(c)  No official format used ]
Your comments:

1.12. As a Party of origin, what information do yaclude in the notification (art. 3,
para. 2)? Please specify (more than one optionsapgly):

(@)  The information required by article 3, paradr@pX
(b)  The information required by article 3, paradr&pX
(c)  Additional information (please specify):

Your comments:

1.13. As a Party of origin, does your national $gfion contain any provision on
receiving a response to the notification from tffecied Party in a reasonable time frame
(art. 3, para. 3, “within the time specified in thatification”)? Please specify:

(@) National legislation does not cover the timanfe[ ]

(b)  VYes, it is indicated in the national legislatip ] (please indicate the time
frame):

(c) It is determined and agreed with each affed®adty case by case in the
beginning of the transboundary consultations X gpée indicate the average length in
weeks):4-6 weeks

Your comments: Time frame is not defined in theoret! legislation. However in practice that would
be agreed between the State Environment Bureawamdloper (from the practice min term is 30
days). Because acccording to Article 15 of the Eév developer shall inform public on necessity to
undertake EIA after receiving decision from the &ur and before requesting to issue EIA
programme.

Not complying with the time frame or asking extentivould then be discussed on bilateral bases
with the Affected party.

Please specify the consequence if a notified afte&arty does not comply with the time
frame, and the possibility of extending a deadline:



1.14. How do you inform the public and authoritefsthe affected Party (art. 3, para 8)?
Please specify:

€) By informing the point of contact to the Contren listed on the Convention
websité X

(b)  Other (please specify):
Your comments:

1.15. On what basis is the decision made to pastei (or not) in the transboundary EIA
procedure as affected Party (art. 3, para. 3)%Plspecify:

(a) Notified ministry/authority of the affected Baresponsible for EIA decides
on its own based on the documentation provideddstyRf origin X

(o)  Based on the opinions of the competent auikerif the affected Party]

(c) Based on the opinions of the competent auiksrind that of public of the
affected Party X

(d)  Other (please specify):
Your comments:

1.16. If the affected Party has indicated thahtends to participate in the EIA procedure,
how are the details for such participation agréeduding the time frame for consultations
and the deadline for commenting (art. 5)? Pleaseifp

(a) Following the rules and procedures of the Pairigrigin [ ]
(b)  Following the rules and procedures of the affddarty X
(c) Other (please specify):

Your comments:

Article 4
Preparation of the environmental impact assessmemtocumentation

1.17. How do you ensure sufficient quality of thBAElocumentation as Party of origin?
Please specify:

(@) The competent authority checks the informatpyovided and ensures it
includes all information required under appendixag a minimum before making it
available for comments X

(b) By using quality checklis{s ]|
(c)  There are no specific procedures or mechanisins
(d)  Other (please specify):

Your comments:

1 List available from http://www.unece.org/env/eiaifiis_of contact.htm.



1.18. How do you determine the relevant informatitm be included in the EIA
documentation in accordance with article 4, panalgra? Please specify (more than one
option may apply):

(a) By using appendix Il X

(b) By using the comments received from the autiesriconcerned during the
scoping phase, if applicable X

(c) By using the comments from members of the publiring the scoping
phase, if applicable

(d)  As determined by the proponent based on its expertise X
(e) By using other means (please specify):
Your comments:

.L19. How do you determine “reasonable alternativem accordance with
appendix I, paragraph (b)?

(@)  On acase-by-case bdsis
(b)  As defined in the national legislation (pleapecify): X
(c)  Other (please specify):

Your comments: Developer is responsible for detemgi reasonable alternatives. According to theonai legislation
developer shall indicate at least two differenusioh for the activity regarding the location oettypes of technologies.
If the intended activity may have a substantial aetpupon areas of natural sensitivity of Europemmificance
(NATURA 2000), the initiator shall indicate in throposal all the possible solutions in relatiorttie location of the
planned activity and the types of technologieseabed.

Article 5
Consultations on the basis of the environmental imgrct
assessment documentation

(@) Public participation
1.20. How can the public concerned express itsiopion the EIA documentation of the
proposed project (art. 5)? Please specify (mone ¢ime option may apply):
As Party of origin
(@) By sending comments to the competent authéwisd point X
(b) By taking part in a public hearing X
(c)  Other (please specify):

As affected Party
(d) By sending comments to the competent authéoitgd point X
(e) By taking part in a public hearing X
) Other (please specify):

Your comments:



(b)

I.21. Please indicate whether your national EIAdkgion requires the organization of a
public hearing on the territory of the affected tipan cases where your country is the
country of origin:

(a) Yes X
(b)  No[]
Your comments:

1.22. Please indicate whether your national ElIAidigion requires the organization of
public hearings in cases where your country isaffected Party:

(@  Yes[]
() NoX

Your comments: At the request of the affected Ractympetent authority shall forward the EIA
documentation to the affected party and determiirgitne frame for providing comments. The procedure
and the time frame of the consultations, publicrimggand publication of the EIA documentation sh|
agreed on between the party of origin and the adteparty.

Consultations

1.23. Does your national EIA legislation have amgovision on the organization of
transboundary consultations (expert, joint bodie,.) between the authorities of the
concerned Parties? Please specify:

(a) Yes, it is obligatory X
(o)  No, it does not have any provision on that
(c) It is optional_] (please specify):

Your commentsThe necessary procedure and the actual time sehexfuthe
consultations shall be agreed on between partyiginoand the affected state. Article
20.1 para 7 of the EIA Law: The Competent Authoriyall consult with the
Competent Authority of the Affected party regarditfte possible transboundary
impact of an activity, regarding the activites foeventing or reducing the negative
impact, as well as regarding the time period nesgdsr consultation.

Article 6
Final decision

I.24. Please indicate all points below that areeced in a final decision related to the
implementation of the planned activity (art. 6,3ék):
(a) Conclusions of the EIA documentation X

(b) Comments received in accordance with articlpa&8agraph 8, and article 4,
paragraph 2 X

(c) Outcome of the consultations as referred w@riitle 5 X
(d)  Outcomes of the transboundary consultations X

(e) Comments received from the affected Party X



) Mitigation measures X
(g)  Other (please specify):

1.25. Are the comments of the authorities and thblip of the affected Party and the
outcome of the consultations taken into considenain the same way as the comments
from the authorities and the public in your cour(st. 6, para. 1):

(a) Yes X
(b) No[]
Your comments:

1.26. Is there any regulation in the national l&gisn of your country that ensures the
implementation of the provisions of article 6, maeph 37?:

(a) No X
(o)  Yes[] (please specify):
Your comments:

1.27. Do all activities listed in appendix | (iteris22) require a final decision to authorize
or undertake such an activity?:

(a) Yes X
(b)  No[] (please specify those that do not):

Your comments:

1.28. For each type of activity listed in appentikat does require a final decision, please indiche
legal requirements in your country that identifyavlis regarded as the “final decision” to authoiize
undertake such an activity (art. 6 in conjunctioithvart. 2, para. 3), and the term used in theonati
legislation to indicate the final decision in theginal language: “Final decision” - acceptanéehe
Proposed Activity (Iv - "Paredtas darfibas akcpets”)shall mean the passing of a decisjoth®
relevant State or municipal institution or CabinétMinistrers as provided by the EIA Law and other
legislative acts, consenting to commence the Pexpdstivity

Your comments:

Article 7
Post-project analysis

1.29. Is there any provision regarding post-projectalysis in your national EIA
legislation (art. 7, para. 1)?:
(@) No X

(b)  Yes[] (please specify the main steps to be taken andthewesults of it are
communicated):

Your comments:
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(@)

Article 8
Bilateral and multilateral cooperation

Agreements

1.30. Does your country have any bilateral or ntatéral agreements based on the
Convention (art. 8, appendix VI)?:

(@ No[]

(b) Yes X Please specify with which countriestvia has one bilateral agreement: the Agreement

between the Government of the Republic of Estonéhthe Government of the Republic of Latvia on Eifa
transboundary context (entry into force: 14 Maré917).

(b)

If publicly available, please also attach the terfs such bilateral and multilateral
agreements, preferably in English, French or Russia

http://likumi.lv/ta/en/starptautiskie-ligumi/id/13dgreement-between-the-government-of-
the-republic-of-latvia-and-the-government-of-th@ublic-of-estonia-on-environmental-
impact-assessment

1.31. What issues do these bilateral agreementerc@ppendix VI)? (more than one
option may apply):

(a)  Specific conditions of the subregion concernéd
(b) Institutional, administrative and other arramgats X
(c) Harmonization of the Parties’ policies and meas[]

(d)  Developing, improving, and/or harmonizing meathdor the identification,
measurement, prediction and assessment of imamtdpr post-project analydis]

(e) Developing and/or improving methods and progres for the collection,
analysis, storage and timely dissemination of coalpla data regarding environmental
quality in order to provide input into the E[A]

) Establishment of threshold levels and more Bgetcriteria for defining the
significance of transboundary impacts related ® ltication, nature or size of proposed
activities X

(@) Undertaking joint EIA, development of joint nitoring programmes,
intercalibration of monitoring devices and harmatiian of methodologies X

(h)  Other, please specify:

Your comments:

Procedural steps required by the national legiation

1.32. Please describe the steps required in yotiona legislation for a transboundary
EIA procedure:

(&8  When EIA in a transboundary context is par ofomestic EIA procedure: X

According to Article 20.1 para 6 of the EIA Law ta& Environment Bureau (Bureau) in cooperation
with the Competent Authority of the State that lrdended to participate in the Impact Assessment
ensure that those authorities and public conceanedjiven an opportunity to review the information
e and submit proposals to the Competent Authoetfipiie it submits Evaluation Report of the Final
EIA.



If the planned activity is in territory in Latvisaccording to Article 15 of the EIA Law — If a dei@n

of the competent authority has been received thanaact assessment of an intended activity ieto b
performed, the developer shall publish an annousc¢émegarding the intended activity and the
possibility of the public to submit written propésaegarding the possible impact of such activity o
the environment in at least one newspaper , as ®alishall inform individually the owners
(possessors) of immovable properties which aretéacaext to the territory of the intended activity.
The initiator shall submit the referred to announeat in the electronic form for the placement a th
Internet homepage to the Bureau and local goverhimetne administrative territory of which the
intended activity is planned. Upon a written requefsthe Bureau or the local government in the
administrative territory of which the intended &iti is planned, a developer shall ensure an initia
public discussion of the impact assessment ofritended activity. The developer may organise the
initial public discussion upon his or her own iaftve. Any person is entitled to participate in lsuc
discussion and to make his or her proposals.

Developer shall publish the relevant notificationait least one local newspaper not later than then
days prior to the planned initial public discussamd shall submit such notification for postingtbe
Internet home page of the Bureau, local governmaste/ell as shall send individual notices to the
owners (possessors) of immovable property, whospepty is next to the potential locations of the
intended activities. The natification shall spedtyleast the following information:

1. the name of the intended activity, locationsdfadses) and the date when the Bureau has taken a
decision regarding the necessity of an environniémigact assessment;

2. the initiator (given name, surname or name);

3. the location and time of the initial public dission;

4. the time and location where the public may ebitaformation regarding the intended activity and
become acquainted with the prepared documents; and

5. the office address, telephone number, Interaptehpage address.

Developer shall prepare the visual materials amiesoof the documents necessary for a discussion.

According to EIA Law Article 20.1. para 6.1. an®6if the activity is planned to be implemented
outside the territory of Latvia, within 14 dayseafinformation is received from the Party of origin
this notification has been placed in the internad at least one local newspaper. In the notice has
been given all information, where public and ingeel institution may acquire information regarding
the activity, as well as information regarding tirperiod up to when written proposals may be
submitted to the Bureau. The Bureau shall comgike proposals submitted by the public and
interested institution and send them to the conmpetethority of the relevant State.

(b)  When EIA in a transboundary context is a sepgpeocedure (please provide
of how this procedure links to the domestic procedand whether the steps are different):

Alternatively, this question can be answered orpsuggd by providing a schematic
flowchart showing these steps.

Your comments:

1.33. Does your country have special provisionsindformal arrangements concerning
transboundary EIA procedures for joint cross-boggejects (e.g., roads, pipelines)?:

(a) No X
(o)  Yes[] (please specify):

0] Special provisions:

11
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(i)  Informal arrangements:

Your comments:

1.34. Does your country have special provisionsirdormal arrangements concerning
transboundary EIA procedures for nuclear powertplédPPs)?:

(a) No X
(b)  Yes[] (please specify):
0] Special provisions:
(i)  Informal arrangements:

Your comments:



Part two
Practical application during the period 2013-2015

Please report on your country’s practical expegsnin applying the Convention
(not your country’s procedures described in pag)pwhether as Party of origin or affected
Party. The focus here is on identifying good padias well as difficulties Parties have
encountered in applying the Convention in practidee goal is to enable Parties to share
solutions. Parties should therefore provide appat@examples highlighting application of
the Convention and innovative approaches to impitsvapplication.

II.1.  Does your country object to the information wansboundary EIA procedures that
you provide in this section being compiled and magailable on the website of the
Convention? Please specify (indicate “yes” if ydjeat):

(@  Yes[]
() NoX

Your comments:

1. Experience in the transboundary environmentalmpact assessment
procedure during the period 2013-2015

Cases during the period 2013-2015

I1.2. If your country’s national administration has record of transboundary EIA
procedures that were under way during the repomegod, in which your country was
Party of origin or affected Party, please list thimthe tables 11.2 (a) and 11.2 (b) below
(adding additional rows as needed).

Table 11.2 (a)
Transboundary EIA procedures: As Party of origin

Length of the main steps in months

Starting date L Final decision
(date Sub_mlssmn of the Transboqndary _ . o . (date of issuing,
notification environmental consultations (expert), if Public participation, including if information is
Name of cas sent) report any public hearing if any available)
1. Construction 05.02.2015. 26.11.2015 26.112015-26.01.2016
of European
gauge public
railway line
“Rail Baltica
2"infrastructu
re
2.
3.
4.

13



Length of the main steps in months

Starting date

Submission of the Transboundary

Final decision

(date . ) . . o . (date of issuing,
notification environmental consultations (expert), if Public participation, including if information is
Name of cas sent) report any public hearing if any available)
Your comments:
Table 11.2 (a)

Transboundary EIA procedures: As affected Party

Length of the main steps in months

Submission of
the
environmental
report

Starting date
(date notification

Name of cas sent)

Transboundary Public participation, including
consultations (expert), if anypublic hearing if any

Final decision
(date of issuing,
if information is
available)

Kalkahju and 16.09.2013
Naha

dolomite

minings (EE)

New proposer 23.08.2013
limestone

mining

project,

designed for

exploatation

of a new

Vegeriai

limestone

deposit (LT)

Nord Streanr 08.04.2013
Extensiol

(DE,SE,DK,R

U,FI)

Peat 14.04.2015
extraxtion in
Juodimas

(LT)

European 25.06.2015
Gauge

Railwayline

between

Kaunas anc

Latvian—

Lithuanian

border (LT)
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Your comments:



Please share with other Parties your country’®e&pce of using the Convention in
practice. In response to each of the questionsahelither provide one or two practical
examples or describe your country’s general expeeieYou might also include examples
of lessons learned in order to help others.

11.3. Translation is not addressed in the Conventtédow has your country addressed the
guestion of translation? What difficulties has yaountry as Party of origin and affected
Party experienced relating to translation and pritation, and what solutions has your
country applied? (Please specify, among otherspéres and type of the documentation
translated, language, costs, etc.):

(a) As Party of origin: From the practice, always are asking to developer to provide EIA
documentation to the affected party in their offidanguage ( at the minimum EIA summary for the
public) or in english. If the public consultatioahbeen organized in the territory of affectedypast
are asking to developer to provide translatiorha public meetings. Notification stage and scofsng
in English.

(b) As affected Party: From the practice, alwaysame asking to provide EIA documentation in our
language ( at the minimum EIA summary in latviantfe public). If the public consultation has been
organized in the territory of Latvia we are askioga Party of Origin to provide translation in the
public meetings.

1.4. Describe any difficulties that your countryasiencountered during transboundary public
participation (expert consultation, public heariegg.), including on issues of timing, language and
the need for additional information: The only difflty may be, that sometimes there is not enough
time to submit comments after consultation. Somesimdditional time is needed for submitting

comments.

II.5. Does your country have successful examplesorgfanizing transboundary EIA
procedures for joint cross-border projects or tian NPP?:

(@  Yes]
() NoX

1.6. If you answered yes to question 11.5, plepsavide information on your country’s
experiences describing, for example, means of catipa (e.g., contact points, joint
bodies, bilateral agreements, special and commoovigions, etc.), institutional
arrangements, and how practical matters are dedit (@.g., translation, interpretation,
transmission of documents, etc.):

(@) For joint cross-border projects:
(b)  For NPPs:

II.7.  Name examples of good practice cases, whatberplete cases or good practice
elements (e.g., notification, consultation or palpiarticipation) within cases:

11.8.  Would your country like to introduce a casethe form of a Convention “case study
fact sheet"?

(a) No X
(b)  Yes[] (please indicate which cases):

11.9. Has your country carried out post-projectlgses in the period 2013-2015:

15
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(@& NoX

(o) Yes [] (please indicate which projects, along with thealiemges in
implementation and any lessons learned):

Experience in using the guidance in 2013-2015
11.10. Has your country used in practice the folilogvguidance, adopted by the Meeting of
the Parties and available online?:

(@) Guidance on Public Participation in Environna¢nmpact Assessment in a
Transboundary Context (ECE/MP.EIA/7):

No[]

Yes X (please provide details): Yes, but only feg Notification stage

Your experience with using this guidance:
Your suggestions for improving or supplementing guidance:
(b)  Guidance on subregional cooperation (ECE/MR/flannex V, appendix):
No X
Yes[] (please provide details):
Your experience with using this guidance:
Your suggestions for improving or supplementing guidance:

(c) Guidance on the Practical Application of the p&s Convention
(ECE/MP.EIA/8):

No X
Yes[ ] (please provide details):
Your experience with using this guidance:

Your suggestions for improving or supplementing guidance:
Clarity of the Convention
1.11. Has your country had difficulties implemergi the procedures defined in the

Convention, either as Party of origin or as affddearty, because of a lack of clarity of the
provisions?:

No X
Yes[] (please indicate which provisions and how theyumeear):

Suggested improvements to the report

11.12 Please provide suggestions for how this repy be improved.



