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Case Summary posted by the Task Force on Access to Justice

ARMENIA: 22 residents of the Kapan city (Armenia) v. Armenian Sewerage Company

Residents of the Kapan city in Armenia brought a collective lawsuit before the court of first
instance against Armenian Sewerage Company, requiring the company to provide for
wastewater treatment and discharge in accordance with the agreement as well as to
undertake measures to exclude the risk to the environment and the human health. The court
accepted and satisfied the claim ofthe residents.

1. Key issue

2. Country/Region Armenia

3. Court/body General Jurisdiction Court of First Instance of Syunik Region of Armenia.
' 22 Umniuhph dwpgh punhwinip hpuwduwunipju wpwehtt wnjwth puunwput

4. Date of judgment | 2011-03-24

5. Internal reference | 44 Umithph dwpqh wpwght wnjwth punhwinip hpuwjwunipjub gunwpuih
J&hn
Ujniuhph dwpg, 24 dwipwnh 2011 pduljut, UY/0799/02/10

6. Articles of the

. Art. 9, para. 3
Aarhus Convention P

Access to justice, legal standing, members of the public.

7. Key words

8. Case summary

22 residents, with legal assistance from the local non-governmental organization “For Ensuring Ecological Safety
and Developing Democracy”, brought a case against Armenian Sewerage Company to enforce the Company to
operate in compliance with its obligations under the contract with the residents, particularly to provide for wastewater
treatment and discharge without posing risks to the environment and human health. The lawsuit was brought by the
residents in order to effectively overcome the impediments of standing for non-governmental organizations.

In its judgment, the Court stated ”....According to the contract (model contract for all consumers) signed with the
applicants, the Company is obliged to provide wastewater treatment and discharge. (...) However, based on the
evidences, e.g. the communication between the non-governmental organization and the Company, and the
testimonies, the Court finds the Company to be in non-compliance with the contract.” The Court also pointed to the
fact that the dissatisfactory condition of the Kapan city sewage system was confirmed by the letter of the Head of the
Community Council and that in other parts of the city the cleaning activities of the waste collectors were in process.
The letter stated as well that a part of the Kapan city sewer collector was completely demolished. Accordingly, the
Court required the Company to fulfill its contract obligations towards the residents. It is expected that the
implementation of the judgment will have a positive impact for all residents of the Kapan city.

http://datalex.am/dI_case_view_page.php?caseType=2&courtID=126&caselD=3546584706
9. Link address 5547668 (in Armenian)

The text in Armenian is enclosed.



http://datalex.am/dl_case_view_page.php?caseType=2&courtID=126&caseID=35465847065547668
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