22/17.  Governance and law
II

Implementation of the Programme for the Development and Periodic Review of Environmental Law by the First Decade of the Twenty-first Century

B

Enhancing the application of principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on

Environment and Development

The Governing Council,

Recalling principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development,
  the Malmö Ministerial Declaration, and its decisions 20/4 of 4 February 1999, 20/6 of 5 February 1999 and 21/24 of 9 February 2001,

Recalling the report of the Executive Director prepared in pursuance of decision 20/4 on the law and practice relating to access to information on the environment, public participation in processes leading to decision-making and access to judicial and administrative procedures relating to environmental matters, and the report on international instruments reflecting principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, prepared in pursuance of decision 21/24, as presented to the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum at its seventh special session,

Taking note of the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development in particular paragraphs 162 to 167,

Noting recent developments at national, regional and international levels in the application of principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development,
1.
Notes, with appreciation, the action taken by the Executive Director to provide policy and advisory services in key areas of institution-building in support of developing countries and countries with economies in transition;

2.
Requests the Executive Director to intensify efforts in the provision of policy and advisory services in key areas of capacity and instituion-building, including access to information regarding legislation, regulations, activities, policies and programmes, and public participation in sustainable development policy formulation and implementation, including the promotion of public participation at the local and national levels in policy and programme development and implementation and in support of efforts by Governments, in response to requests, in cooperation with other organizations active in this field for assistance in the application of principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development at the local and national levels;

3.
Requests the Executive Director to assess the possibility of promoting, at the national and international levels, the application of principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development and determine, inter alia, if there is value in initiating an intergovernmental process for the preparation of global guidelines on the application of principle 10;

4.
Invites Governments and relevant intergovernmental and civil society organizations to participate actively in the above process, and invites those who are in a position to do so to provide financial or other contributions in support of the process;

5.
Requests the Executive Director to submit a report to the Governing Council at its twenty-third session on the progress made in the preparation of the guidelines.

� 	Principle 10 of the Declaration reads as follows: " Environmental issues are best handled with the participation of all concerned citizens, at the relevant level. At the national level, each individual shall have appropriate access to information concerning the environment that is held by public authorities, including information on hazardous materials and activities in their communities, and the opportunity to participate in decision�making processes. States shall facilitate and encourage public awareness and participation by making information widely available. Effective access to judicial and administrative proceedings, including redress and remedy, shall be provided."








