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Svetlana (Sveta) Sapharidze, 68, Kobuleti

Svetlana Safaridze was born in 1946 in Poti. In 1965 she graduated from high school in
Kobuleti. She was two-years-old when the Stalinist regime exiled the entire family to
Kazakhstan, where she spent eight hard years.

Svetlana's mother, 95-year-old Helen Kakulidi, recalls: "Suddenly we heard knocking on the
door. The KGB entered our home and, without explanation, they arrested me and my two-
year-old daughter, my parents and brother. In a few days, they took us to the railway station,
threw us in dirty grey vans, irrespective of gender and age, and we were exiled to Kazakhstan.
The journey by road took a month. Many died on the way because of unbearable conditions.
Finally, we arrived in Kazakhstan and were accommodated in wooden barracks located in
steppes. Hunger and infectious diseases were common there and the biggest problem was the
lack of drinking water. After rehabilitation, we returned to our homeland. Other families had
lived in our house but we were still happy and started life all over again.”

Svetlana Safaridze has worked in human resources in the oil industry and later in trade
companies. She married in 1969 and has three children and eight grandchildren. Mrs. Svetlana
recalls that she didn’t have time for anything when the children were little; she didn’t even
have time to go on trips with her co-workers and she has always been sorry about that. She
believes that a woman's role in society is still important and is increasing over time. “I often
meet talented, intelligent and purposeful women. Still, men often scoff at women's public
activities. They think that their job is cooking and childcare. The elderly suffer from being
severely cut off from society and not being supported by young people, they lack the warmth
and attention. No one cares about our opinions, no one asks us to share our rich life and
professional experience. If there weren’t these problems, life for the elderly would be very
interesting," said Ms. Svetlana.

"The Elderly Resource Centre has brightened my life. | have met many interesting women.
Meetings, concerts and other events are often held as part of the project. We are delighted and
pleased that there are young people who can give warmth and care to older people."

I wish that young people will take note of the past and respect all elderly people, who built
this country where they live now. Most importantly, I wish that they will give warmth and

love to their parents and grandparents.








