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er the ne t 0 ears, the arth s popu a on is e pected to gro  b  2 2 bi ion to reach 9 2 bi ion peop e  ear  a  of the 
popu a on gro th i  happen in de e oping countries  n contrast, most de e oped countries i  see their popu a ons 
age, and possib  e en dec ine, as the resu t of o er birth rates and onger ife e pectancies  he ageing phenomenon, 
ho e er, i  a so acce erate in the de e oping or d  his situa on is a read  pushing man  countries or d ide, and 
especia  those of the , to e amine pub ic po icies surrounding re rement, hea th care, access to higher educa on 
and on-the- ob training, and e ua  access to emp o ment for both men and omen, oung and o d, through the ens of an 
ageing popu a on  or d ide the popu a on of those aged  and o er is gro ing faster than a  other age groups  from 
1 0 mi ion in 19 0 to 1  bi ion in 20 0  

o e er, popu a on ageing is not e en bet een countries  n the ma orit  of  countries peop e are a read  re a e  
o d compared to the rest of the or d, and this trend i  con nue   20 0, 2  per cent of the popu a on in the region is 
pro ected to be  ears of age or o der  his share current  stands at 1  per cent

he nited a ons rst put ageing on its interna ona  po ic  agenda at the or d Assemb  on Ageing in Vienna in 19 2  
hirt  ears ater, the  countries gathered in Vienna for the  inisteria  onference under the theme nsuring 

a Societ  for A  Ages  Promo ng ua it  of ife and ac e ageing  he 2012 onference re ie ed the progress made 
since 200  in imp emen ng the adrid nterna ona  P an of Ac on on Ageing PAA  agreed upon at the second or d 
Assemb  on Ageing in 2002 and the egiona  mp ementa on Strateg  S  adopted at the  inisteria  onference 
on Ageing he d in er in in 2002  

he de ega ons from 0  ember States par cipated in the 2012 onference, as e  as representa es from 11 
intergo ernmenta  organi a ons, and numerous scien sts and representa es from non-go ernmenta  organi a ons  he 

onference had t o aims  to ta e stoc  of progress o er the ast e ears in PAA S imp ementa on, and to agree on 
priori es for ac on for the coming ears

he 2012 Vienna inisteria  ec ara on adopted b  the onference rea rms the commitment made in 2002 and 200  
b  ember States to imp ement PAA S  he ec ara on high ights the accomp ishments made o er the ast e 
ears, et recogni es that demographic changes are genera ng both opportuni es and cha enges in the region in the 

pursuit of ac e ageing, inc uding  access to emp o ment for o der persons, age-friend  or  en ironments, appropriate 
hea th and socia  care, accommoda on and nancia  securit  inc usi e s stems and support for ac e ageing, ife ong 
earning, and par cipa on in arious spheres of societ  ithout discrimina on, par cu ar  ith regards to o der omen  
he ec ara on a so stresses the importance of mainstreaming ageing and promo ng ac e ageing in na ona  po ic  

processes  and the need to raise a areness of the bene ts of promo ng ac e ageing, under ining the necessit  to a ocate 
su cient resources for its imp ementa on

his pub ica on aims to di use the onference proceedings to a ide audience, inspire broad pub ic debate, and raise 
a areness of the issues surrounding ageing in  ember States, especia  the need for appropriate po ic  responses 
to this demographic change
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