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FOREWORD

Over the next 40 years, the Earth’s population is expected to grow by 2.2 billion to reach 9.2 billion people. Nearly all of the
population growth will happen in developing countries. In contrast, most developed countries will see their populations
age, and possibly even decline, as the result of lower birth rates and longer life expectancies. The ageing phenomenon,
however, will also accelerate in the developing world. This situation is already pushing many countries worldwide, and
especially those of the UNECE, to examine public policies surrounding retirement, health care, access to higher education
and on-the-job training, and equal access to employment for both men and women, young and old, through the lens of an
ageing population. Worldwide the population of those aged 65 and over is growing faster than all other age groups — from
130 million in 1950 to 1.5 billion in 2050.

However, population ageing is not even between countries. In the majority of UNECE countries people are already relatively
old compared to the rest of the world, and this trend will continue. By 2050, 23 per cent of the population in the region is
projected to be 65 years of age or older. This share currently stands at 14 per cent.

The United Nations first put ageing on its international policy agenda at the World Assembly on Ageing in Vienna in 1982.
Thirty years later, the UNECE countries gathered in Vienna for the UNECE Ministerial Conference under the theme “Ensuring
a Society for All Ages: Promoting quality of life and active ageing”. The 2012 Conference reviewed the progress made
since 2007 in implementing the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA) agreed upon at the second World
Assembly on Ageing in 2002 and the Regional Implementation Strategy (RIS) adopted at the UNECE Ministerial Conference
on Ageing held in Berlin in 2002.

The delegations from 50 UNECE Member States participated in the 2012 Conference, as well as representatives from 11
intergovernmental organizations, and numerous scientists and representatives from non-governmental organizations. The
Conference had two aims: to take stock of progress over the last five years in MIPAA/RIS implementation, and to agree on
priorities for action for the coming years.

The 2012 Vienna Ministerial Declaration adopted by the Conference reaffirms the commitment made in 2002 and 2007
by Member States to implement MIPAA/RIS. The Declaration highlights the accomplishments made over the last five
years, yet recognizes that demographic changes are generating both opportunities and challenges in the region in the
pursuit of active ageing, including: access to employment for older persons, age-friendly work environments, appropriate
health and social care, accommodation and financial security; inclusive systems and support for active ageing, lifelong
learning, and participation in various spheres of society without discrimination, particularly with regards to older women.
The Declaration also stresses the importance of mainstreaming ageing and promoting active ageing in national policy
processes; and the need to raise awareness of the benefits of promoting active ageing, underlining the necessity to allocate
sufficient resources for its implementation.

This publication aims to diffuse the Conference proceedings to a wide audience, inspire broad public debate, and raise
awareness of the issues surrounding ageing in UNECE Member States, especially the need for appropriate policy responses
to this demographic change.

Sven Alkalaj
Executive Secretary
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
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