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VOLUME II USER CODE LIST 
 
Vol. II is the User Code list, part of UNCL (UN Code lists) of UN/EDIFACT directory 
D.02A. Sample: 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
* 3035  Party function code qualifier 
Desc: Code giving specific meaning to a party. 
Repr: an..3 
 
[…] 
BY     Buyer 
             (3002) Party to whom merchandise and/or service is sold. 
[…] 
----------------------------------------------------------------------] 
 
 
VOLUME III COMPENDIUM OF TRADE FACILITATION RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
This Compendium of UNECE Trade Facilitation Recommendations includes Class 3 code 
lists as for example: 
 
UNECE 
Rec. # 

ISO # Name 

3 3166 ISO Country Code for Representation of Names of Countries 
5  Abbreviations of INCOTERMS 
7 8601 Numerical Representation of Dates, Time and Periods of Time 
9 4217 Alphabetic Code for the Representation of Currencies 
16  LOCODE - Code for Ports and other Locations 
17  PAYTERMS - Abbreviations for Terms of Payment 
19  Codes for Modes of Transport 
20 1000 Codes for Units of Measurement used in International Trade 
21  Codes for Types of Cargo, Packages and Packaging Materials 
23  Freight Cost Code – FCC 
24  Trade and  Transport Status Codes 
28  Codes for Types of means of transport 
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Foreword 
 
The United Nations, through its Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business 
(UN/CEFACT), supports activities dedicated to improving the ability of business, trade and 
administrative organizations, from developed, developing and transitional economies, to 
exchange products and relevant services effectively. Its principal focus is on facilitating 
national and international transactions, through the simplification and harmonisation of 
processes, procedures and information flows, and so contribute to the growth of global 
commerce. 
 
ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national 
standards bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is 
normally carried out through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a 
subject for which a technical committee has been established has the right to be represented 
on that committee. International Organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in 
liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. 
 
Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this International Standard 
may be the subject of patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all 
such patent rights. 
 
International Standard ISO 7372 was prepared jointly with the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe (UNECE) and adopted by Technical Committee ISO/TC 154, 
Processes, data elements and documents in commerce, industry and administration, as the 
Trade Data Elements Directory (TDED); and is maintained by a joint ISO-UNECE 
Maintenance Agency (see section 2). 
 
This third edition cancels and replaces the second edition (ISO 7372:1993). 
 
This International Standard adopted by the technical committee has been circulated to the 
member bodies for voting and formally adopted by ISO and by the UN compliant to the 
procedures of each.  
 
When producing this edition of the Trade Data Elements Directory, the Maintenance Agency 
has delivered a directory that is: 
• supporting the UN Layout Key for Trade Documents (ISO6422) by registering data 

elements that can be conveyed in such documents 
• fully consistent with the set of UN/EDIFACT directories supporting electronic data 

interchange, especially with the EDIFACT Data Element Directory (EDED) and the UN 
Codes Library (UNCL). 

• multimodal (all means of transport); (uni)modal requirements are satisfied by using 
business terms or synonyms, and not by specific entries; multimodal requirements are 
satisfied by generic entries 

• multisectoral (trade/transport/Customs/etc.) 
• technology and syntax independent 
• ebXML Core Components Technical Specification compliant, providing the core 

component dictionary entry name with 1) object class, 2) property term and 3) 
representation term, and support the Controlled Vocabulary with list of permissible words 
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• backward compatible wherever possible and allows a migration path from previous 
editions; when an element (a duplicate) has been marked for deletion a preferred element is 
recommended. 

 
Achieving the last point was crucial to ensuring consistency among the directories and also 
with the data elements of other international organizations. Developments in international 
trade since the publication of the previous edition of the TDED in 1993 resulted in some 
incompatibility with other UN publications.  This current revision of the TDED has 
eliminated the inconsistencies and again secured the bi-directional references by the use of 
round and square brackets in the UN/EDIFACT UNCL code list, and similar notations in the 
TDED.  Changes made in the TDED, for example the removal of duplicate data elements, are 
fully reflected in the EDIFACT Directories and Code Lists.   
 
This approach should provide the framework that reduces the risk of divergence between the 
publications in the future.  
 
The main resources used in this revision were: UN/EDIFACT D.02A edition, UN/CEFACT 
TBG3 (Transport), the International Maritime Organization (IMO), the World Customs 
Organization Customs Data Model Version 1 (2002), UNCTAD ASYCUDA and the joint 
UNeDocs SITPRO project team. In summer 2004, at the time of the finalisation of the draft 
for this new edition of TDED, the targets as listed above have been met within the framework 
of the resources and time available.  
 
During the revision process, the Maintenance Agency has developed data element names 
which fully comply with the naming rules defined by ISO 11179, and required by the ebXML 
Core Components Technical Specification (also ISO/TS 15000 part 5). The Maintenance 
Agency will submit these compliant data elements to UN/CEFACT for Core Component 
harmonization. 
 
Throughout the production process the Maintenance Agency continually updated the revision 
drafts and performed numerous quality checks and public reviews.  
 
Additionally, the Maintenance Agency reviewed and revised the procedures for submitting 
Data Maintenance Requests (DMRs). The MA recognized that its work must be as universal 
as possible; and consequently cooperated closely with the following bodies:  
• UN/CEFACT Forum: TBG, ATG, ICG and their Regional Entry Points:  

UN/EDIFACT and XML DMR procedures 
• UN/CEFACT Forum TMG : ebXML CCTS WG DMR procedures 
• OASIS UBL TC DMR procedures 
• ISO9735 JSWG Joint Syntax WG DMR procedures 
• WCO Customs Data Model DMR procedures 
• UNCTAD ASYCUDA DMR procedures 
• As well as other Maintenance Agency members’ DMR procedures as UIC for CIM, IATA 

for CIMP and IMO for FAL. 
 
Management and registration of aggregates, composites and other combinations of single 
TDED entries are outside the scope of the Maintenance Agency; this work is the 
responsibility of  standardization bodies such as JTC1/SC32 and UN/CEFACT TBG17 
(Harmonization).  
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Last, but not least, all members of the Maintenance Agency kept clearly in mind that the best 
is the enemy of the good, and that some revisions and improvement to the TDED could have a 
significant migration cost for some users. To assist users in migration, explicit paths have 
been provided, especially for the deleted entries. Items in the previous version which were 
inconsistently tagged (e.g. wrong Group, or wrong even/uneven tag) have not been corrected, 
except when an explicit business requirement had been identified. In this way, the 
Maintenance Agency did its utmost to meet the needs of members and TDED users.  
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Section 

4 DATA ELEMENTS 

4.1 Presentation, descriptions of categories, abbreviations 

4.1.1 Layout of data element entries  

All names and definitions in TDED shall comply with the Oxford English Dictionary (both 
spelling and meanings). 
 
The first line of each data element entry contains the numeric tag and the name of the data 
element and elements belonging to the United Nations Trade Data Interchange Directory 
(UNTDID) are noted with an "E" (see section 1.8).  
 
In addition, and in accordance with the principles set out in section 1.6, each data element 
entry contains a number of parts, identified by a header.  The following headers are used to 
designate the different parts of the entries: 
 
Desc = description of the data element 

Repr = character representation, space available and location of the data 
entry, as explained below 

Note = additional information, when appropriate 

Ref = reference to an indicated source of information in cases where a 
"Note" is not sufficient. (Reference to other sections in the 
Directory is normally indicated by "cf" and the section number.) 

Syn = synonymous names of the data element 
 
A line separates data element entries from each other. Data elements with directly related 
clear text (even tag number) and coded (the next odd number) value representations appears 
one after the other. 
 
The change indicator marks shall be: 
 

add = added 
cn = changed name 
cnd = changed name + description 
cnr = changed name + representation 
cndr = changed name + desc. + repr. 
x = marked for deletion (with tag + name) 
u = undeleted (re-instated) 
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Change indicator marks for deleted and undeleted data elements are now: 
 

In 1990 and 
1993 editions 

 In 2005 edition Change indicator 
shall be 

active entry => deleted entry x 
deleted entry => active entry u 
deleted entry => deleted entry x 

That means that the mfd change indicator shall not anymore be used 

4.1.2 Abbreviations of character representations  

The following abbreviations are used to explain character representation: 
 

a = alphabetic characters 

n = numeric characters 

an = alphabetic and numeric characters 

3 = fixed length of 3 characters 

..17 = variable data unit size where "17" indicates the maximum 
number of available character positions; 

..35x5 = undefined length where space is available to accommodate up to 
5 lines of 35 characters each; 

..35xn = undefined length where the data item requires an undefined 
number of lines of up to 35 characters each 

an5 (aannn) = fixed length of 5 alphanumeric characters, with 2 alphabetic 
characters to be followed by 3 numeric digits, in that order, 
without separation 

an5 (aa-nn) = fixed length of 5 alphanumeric characters, composed of two sub-
elements as shown, with mandatory separation by hyphen( - ) 

n7 (nn,nnnn,n) = fixed length of 7 numeric digits, composed of three sub-elements 
as shown, without mandatory separation; the comma ( , ) 
indicates the division between the sub-elements 

(n2) a3 = fixed length of 3 alphabetic characters, to be preceded by another 
data element of 2 numeric digits; 

   

L = line, to be followed by the line number (or numbers) for the data 
entry according to ISO 3535 and the UNLK 

P = position, to be followed by the character position number (or 
numbers) for the data entry according to ISO 3535 and UNLK 

 



UNTDED 2005 

ISO 7372:2005(E) Page 14  

4.1.3 References concerning character representations 

When character representation is specified, using these abbreviations, it refers either to the 
space available for the data entry, and the location of the entry in the United Nations Layout 
Key (UNLK), or in another aligned international document referred to, or to the 
representation in an identified interchange protocol.  
 
Whenever line and character positions are given for data elements appearing in 
internationally-established, aligned forms, this is done with a view either to confirm 
conformity to the UNLK, or to indicate deviations from the UNLK, or differences between 
such forms.  
 
If fixed field lengths have been specified in a particular interchange protocol, this will be 
shown after an acronym, e.g. SWIFT: n6, CIMP: an..12, UNSM: an5.  This is done mainly to 
indicate possible constraints for data items likely to be transmitted through such systems. In 
some instances organizations have introduced sectoral codes other than those recommended 
within UNECE.  Such cases are indicated by reference to the relevant organization or 
Convention, e.g. currency code in Rail Consignment Note: CIM n2.  
 
The acronyms used to reference documents, conventions, and interchange standards are listed 
in section 1.4. Entry location abbreviations are listed in 4.1.2. 
 
In specifications of character representation and entry location in aligned forms, these 
acronyms are used as follows:  
 
a) Representation and location unique for AWB:  

Repr: AWB: a2; L 24, P 49-50  
 
b) Representation and location in AWB deviates from general UNLK-based standard:  

Repr: n..10; L 54-60, P 49-56  
  - AWB: n..8; L 33-44, P 39-46  
 
c) Representation in AWB and CMR follows general standard but location is specific for 

each document:  
Repr: an..17; L 04, P 63-80  

  - AWB: L 01, P 08-22  
  - CMR: L 59, P 20-26  
 
d) Representation in AWB follows general standard but differs in CIM:  

Repr: n..14  
  - AWB: L 60, P 09-22  
  - CIM: an..8; L 49, P 51-58  

4.1.4 Grouping of data elements into broad categories  

As set out in 1.8, the data elements have been grouped into broad categories in a way that will 
assist users of the Directory, at the same time taking into account the need to reserve 
substantial capacity for national and company use.  
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This version of the directory does not included the service data elements (tags 0001-0699), as 
they are provided within the ISO9735 EDIFACT Syntax, version 4 release 1 Part 10, 2002. 
 
The following grouping is used in the Directory:  
 
Group 1  
  (1000-1699) documentation, references 
  Data elements intended for data handling or documentation purposes, such as 

those required to service the interchange of user data, document and message 
names, references and reference numbers, ordinal numbers such as item and page 
numbers, number of copies of documents;  

 
Group 2 (2000-2699) Dates, times, periods of time 
  All expressions of time, such as calendar dates, periods of time (month, week, 

day), time limits, commencement and expiry dates;  
 
Group 3 (3000-3699) Parties, addresses, places, countries 
  Names and addresses of legal and physical persons, designations of officials, 

organizational units, places, countries, routes;  
 
Group 4 (4000-4699) Clauses, conditions, terms, instructions 
  Authentications, authorizations, endorsements, certifications, clauses, conditions, 

terms, reference clauses, stamps, labels, requests, instructions, receipts, 
statements, information texts;  

 
Group 5 (5000-5699) Amounts, charges, percentages 
  Financial values, amounts, charges; other quantities and values for commercial, 

transport, Customs, statistical and any other purposes; other details, such as 
prices, rates, percentages and discounts, used as a basis for invoice calculations, 
etc.;  

 
Group 6 (6000-6699) Measure identifiers, quantities (other than monetary) 
  Dimensions, weights, volumes, distances, temperature, currency, other quantities, 

with the exception of monetary quantities in Group 5, measure unit specifiers;  
 
Group 7 (7000-7699) Goods and articles: descriptions and identifiers 
  Descriptions, classifications and identification of goods and articles, consignment 

identifiers, number and kind of packages, dangerous goods details; 
 
Group 8 (8000-8699) Transport modes, means and equipments 
  Identification and description of means of transport and transport equipments 

(including containers), transport equipment details, transport modes and 
movements, voyage and flight numbers;  

 
Group 9 (9000-9699) Other data elements (Customs, etc.) 
  Data elements not belonging to any of the specific categories 1 - 8.  
 
The system selected for the Directory for grouping data elements into broad categories is 
based on the characteristics of the data item, taking into account its nature rather than its 
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application area. This means that all dates are placed in one group, all names in another, and 
all amounts in a third, without any consideration of the kind of date, name and amount.  
 
Users, even if they do not know the exact name of a data element, or in which application area 
a particular data element might have been placed, are likely to know the expected contents of 
the data item with sufficient accuracy to be able to find it within a limited range of not more 
than one hundred data elements placed together according to this principle.  
 
Attention is drawn to the allocation of tag numbers in each category. 
• Up to 699 are reserved for allocation by the TDED Maintenance Agency.  
• Tags 700 to 799 are used in message under development and are allocated by the 

submitter.  
• Tags from 800 upwards are for use within national or regional message development 

groups. 
 

4.1.5 Explicit cross-referencing between data elements and codes: () and [] 

In UN/EDIFACT UNCL Code List, the following rules apply: 
 

“1.3 If a generic data element combined with a qualifier value is identical to an existing 
specific data element in TDED, then the description of the qualifier code value starts 
with the tag of the specific data element in [square brackets]. Example:  
 
3035 Party function code qualifier  
… 
     BB   Buyer's bank  
          [3420] Bank employed by the buyer to make payment.  
 
[3420] indicates that 3420 is a specific data element in the current Trade Data Element 
Directory (TDED): 
 
3420 Buyer's bank  
Desc: Bank employed by the buyer to make  
      payment.  
 
1.4 If a generic data element combined with a qualifier value is identical to an existing 
specific data element in TDED but the specific data element gives information which is 
normally provided in EDIFACT messages in associated separate data elements, then 
only the functional meaning is copied and the description of the qualifier code value 
starts with the tag of the specific data element in (round brackets). Example:  
 



UNTDED 2005 

 Page 17 ISO 7372:2005(E) 

3035 Party function code qualifier  
… 
     AL   Principal  
          (3340) Party accepting liability for goods held or  
          moving (e.g. transit) under a Customs authorization 
          and - when applicable - a guarantee.  
 
(3340) indicates that 3340 is a specific data element in the current UNTDED: 
 
3340 Principal responsible party  
     Desc: Name and address of a party  
           accepting etc. 
 
This rule has now been applied similarly in TDED, allowing the same flagging, but the 
other way round.” 

4.1.6 Categories of data elements, allocation of identifiers (tags) 

Four-digit numbers are used as data element identifiers (tags) in the Directory. Taking into 
account the desirability of grouping the data elements into broad categories in a way that will 
assist users of the Directory, and also the need to reserve substantial capacity for national and 
company use, numbers have been assigned as follows, within the framework of a sub-division 
into 9 general categories. 
 
Even tag numbers are used to designate the plain language representation of the data item 
(which includes numerical values other than codes), whereas the following odd, uneven 
number is reserved for the coded representation, when applicable, of the same data element, 
e.g. 4460 Payment means; 4461 Payment means, coded. 
 
For Identifiers 
- identifiers, also alpha-numerical ones, should have an odd tag (except for sequence 

identifiers, having an even tag) 
- the preceding even number should not be used, except if a text version is required. 
 
Existing entries not compliant with this rule should be corrected only if an explicit business 
need has been identified, asking for such a change. 
 
The purpose of the tags is to provide language independent identifiers for the data elements; 
the only significance attributed to the numbers is their designation of broad categories and the 
indication of plain language and coded version. 
 
Tagging rules specific to some data elements groups are provided below. 

4.1.7 Data element issue numbering 

Data elements used in UNSMs are identified by an "E" in front of the issue number. This 
information is available only from the source database. These data elements are also included 
in the United Nations Trade Data Interchange Directory (UNTDID), Part 5, Chapter 6, EDED. 
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Each data element has been given an issue number: 
a) for data elements used in UNSMs (identified by "E") version/release control is reflected 

in data elements 0052 and 0054 and is based on changes to UN/EDIFACT directory 
version/release procedures. 

b) for other data elements the year of introduction into TDED or of amendment, (e.g. 87). 

4.2 Trade Data Elements Directory TDED 

4.2.0 (0001-0699) Service data elements 

not included in this edition, as provided by ISO9735 EDIFACT Syntax; 

4.2.1 (1000-1699) documentation, references 

4.2.2 (2000-2699) Dates, times, periods of time 

For date and time: 
- the even tag should be given to the possible clear “date time text” version of this data 

element, 
- the following uneven tag should be given to the usual “date time” numerical value of this 

data element, with the leading representations being (see ISO8601:2004): 
- n8 for YYYYMMDD or 
- an17 for YYYYMMDDHHMMThhmm. 

Existing entries not compliant with this rule should be corrected only if an explicit business 
need has been identified, asking for such a change. 

4.2.3 (3000-3699) Parties, addresses, places, countries 

4.2.4 (4000-4699) Clauses, conditions, terms, instructions 

4.2.5 (5000-5699) Amounts, charges, percentages 

4.2.6 (6000-6699) Measure identifiers, quantities (other than monetary) 

For amounts, measures and quantities as identified in Groups 5000 and 6000: 
• the even tag should be given to the possible clear text version of this data element, 
• the following uneven tag should be given to the usual numerical value of this data 

element. 
Existing entries not compliant with this rule should be corrected only if an explicit business 
need has been identified, asking for such a change. 
 
When decimal mark and minus sign are used, each takes one character position. This is not 
included in the specification of number of characters for representation of data element values 
and must be taken into consideration in data processing and printing.  
 
The position of decimal marks in numeric values is not specified and may be between any of 
the figures in the amount as required. Systems sometimes require a more specific approach 
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and, to assist designers who prefer to specify the decimal position, the following table may 
serve as guidance.  

Weights 3 decimals 
Cubes 4 decimals 
Other quantities 3 decimals 
  

Unit prices 4 decimals 
Other amounts 3 decimals 
  

Currency rates 6 decimals 
Percentages 4 decimals 
Tax rates 4 decimals 

4.2.7 (7000-7699) Goods and articles: descriptions and identifiers 

4.2.8 (8000-8699) Transport modes, means and equipments 

4.2.9 (9000-9699) Other data elements (Customs, etc.) 

 
 
Trade Data Elements Directory TDED 
 
The main 9 attributes of TDED, as provided in the table below, are: 
1. informative Change indicator: 
  add added 
  cn changed name 
  cnd changed name + description 
  cnr changed name + representation 
  cndr changed name + desc. + repr. 
  x marked for deletion (with tag + name) 
  u undeleted (re-instated) 
2. normative Tag (UID unique identifier) 
3. informative New name = Dictionary entry name = object class + property term + 

representation term, concatenated in one cell, without repeated words 
4. normative Description (definition, free text) 
5. informative Main representation 
6. normative Old name from ISO7372:1993 (without any change) 
7. informative Business term (synonym) 
8. informative Note (specially for the « x » => « use instead … ») 
9. informative location/links, bridges to UNCL 
 

All other attributes are informative, stored in the master database available from the 
ISO/TC154 web ( http://www.iso.org/tc154 ), and will be updated and made available to 
users. 
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