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Provisional Agenda

1. Adoption of the agenda.

2. Election of officers.

For reasons of economy, delegates are requeshkethtpcopies of the documents mentioned in this
provisional agenda to the meeting. There will befiizial documentation available in the meeting
room. Before the meeting, missing documents maybibaireed directly from the UNECE Transport
Division (Fax: +41-22-917-0039; e-mail: wp.30@unecg). Documents may also be downloaded
from the UNECE Border Crossing Facilitation websitétgtborder.unece.org>. Durirthe

meeting, documents may be obtained from the UNO@uB@nts Distribution Section (Room C.337,
third floor, Palais des Nations).

The full text of the Conventions as well as completts of Contracting Parties to the Conventions
referred to in this agenda are available on the ONEvebsite:
<http://www.unece.org/trans/conventn/legalinst.#ristoms>. Delegates are requested to complete
the registration form available from the Internetbsite of the UNECE Transport Division
<http//www.unece.org/trans/registfr.html> and tntsmit it to the UNECE secretariat, at the latest
one week prior to the session, either by fax (+21927-0039) or by e-mail (wp.30@unece.org).
Prior to the session, delegates who do not hotchg-term access badge should obtain an
identification badge at the UNOG Security and SaSsction, located at the Pregny Géité,

Avenue de la Paix). In case of difficulty, pleasatact by telephone the UNECE secretariat (internal
extension 75975). For a map of the Palais des Natod other useful information, see website
<http://www.unece.org/meetings/practical.htm>.

Please recycle @
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3. Activities of United Nations Economic Commissifor Europe bodies and other
United Nations organizations of interest to the Wiug Party.

4, Activities of other organizations and countrdsnterest to the Working Party.

International Convention on the HarmonizatiorFodntier Controls of Goods, 1982
(“Harmonization Convention”):

(@)  Status of the Convention;
(b)  Annex 8 on road transport;

(c)  Harmonization Convention and hinterland coniosst of seaports.

6. International Convention to Facilitate the Ciogsof Frontiers for Passengers and
Baggage carried by Rail, of 10 January 1952.

7. Rail transit.

8. Customs Conventions on the Temporary ImportatérPrivate Road Vehicles

(1954) and Commercial Road Vehicles (1956):
(@)  Status of the Conventions;
(b)  Application of the Conventions.

9. Other United Nations Economic Commission for dpeér legal instruments for
border crossing facilitation.

10. Customs Convention on the International TrartspbGoods under Cover of TIR
Carnets (TIR Convention, 1975):

(@)  Status of the Convention;

(b)  Revision of the Convention:
0] Preparation of Phase Il of the TIR revisiomgeess;
(i) Amendment proposals for the Convention.

(c)  Application of the Convention:
® TIR-related electronic data interchange systems
(i)  Settlement of claims for payments;
(i)  TIR Handbook;

(iv)  Application of the TIR Convention in a Custommsion with a single
Customs territory;

(v)  Increase in the number of loading and unloagilages;
(vi) TIR Carnets invalidated by the guarantee chain
(vii) Other matters.
11.  Prevention of the abuse of Customs transiesystoy smugglers.
12.  Other business:
(@) Dates of the next sessions;
(b)  Restriction on the distribution of documents.

13.  Adoption of the report.
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Annotations

Adoption of the agenda

In accordance with the Commission's rules of praoedthe first item to be considered is
the adoption of the agenda (ECE/TRANS/WP.30/253).

Documentation
ECE/TRANS/WP.30/253

Election of officers

In accordance with the Commission’s rules of pracedand established practice, the
Working Party (WP.30) should elect a Chairpersod, @ossibly, a Vice-Chairperson for
its sessions in 2011.

Activities of United Nations Economic Commissiofor Europe bodies
and other United Nations organizations of interesto the Working
Party

The Working Party will be informed of the result§ mlevant sessions of the Inland
Transport Committee (ITC), its subsidiary bodiesl ather United Nations bodies and
organizations as far as they relate to matteratefést to the Working Party.

Activities of other organizations and countrie®f interest to the
Working Party

The Working Party may wish to take note of recectivdies by the World Customs
Organization (WCO), the European Commission (DG TAX as well as by other
organizations, both governmental and non-governaheabd countries as far as they relate
to matters of interest to the Working Party.

WP.30 may wish to recall its earlier discussionstlo& conclusions of the study on the
implications of the WCO Framework of Standards &xB8e and Facilitate Global Trade
(SAFE) for the TIR Convention (ECE/TRANS/WP.30/200 WP.30 considered that the
incorporation of the “Advance electronic informaticand “Risk management” elements
should be achieved within the framework of the eTpRject. The Working Party
challenged the conclusion that outbound securgpéstions should be integrated into the
TIR Convention, as this would create a new legdigation for the Contracting Parties to
act upon, if requested by other countries. The \WigriParty also felt that the introduction
of Customs-to-TIR Carnet holders partnership onhhsis of the Authorized Economic
Operator (AEO) concept is premature for the timmdgpdECE/TRANS/WP.30/250, para.
5). WP.30 may wish to continue its discussions dre tbasis of document
ECE/TRANS/WP.30/2010/8 which should be availablallrworking languages.

In the framework of this agenda item, WP.30 is ahsdted to address the issue that trucks
and, sometimes, their drivers seem to be increhsexposed to multiple X-ray scans in
the course of a single transport.

Documentation
ECE/TRANS/WP.30/2010/1, ECE/TRANS/WP.30/2010/8
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5.

(@)

(b)

(©

International Convention on the Harmonization @& Frontier Controls of
Goods, 1982 (“Harmonization Convention”)

Status of the Convention

The Working Party will be informed of the curretdtsis of the Harmonization Convention.
In particular, WP.30 may wish to note that the 8&uoy-General of the United Nations,
acting in his capacity as depositary, has issuedpoBitary Notification
C.N.552.2010.TREATIES-2 of 31 August 2010, commatiiy the adoption by the
Administrative Committee for the Harmonization Cention of a new Annex 9 on rail
border crossing. The new annex will enter into édormn 30 November 2011 unless
objections are transmitted by Contracting Parteeghte United Nations (UN) Secretary
General before 31 August 2011.

Annex 8 on road transport

At its 125th session, WP.30 took note of the priglary results of the survey concerning
the implementation of Annex 8 at the national lgeformal document No. 3 (2010)) and
noted that the secretariat would pursue its effotts obtain missing replies

(ECE/TRANS/WP.30/250, para. 8). At its 126th sessihhe Working Party took note of

further developments in the survey concerning tiglémentation of Annex 8 at the

national level (Informal document No. 3 (2010)) andited Contracting Parties, who had
not yet replied to the secretariat, to do so as s possible (ECE/TRANS/WP.30/252,
para. 10). Against this background, WP.30 may wistiscuss the outcome of the survey,
as contained in document ECE/TRANS/WP.30/2011/1.

The Working Party may wish to be informed by detemes of various activities conducted
at the national level with the aim to facilitateacbtransport.

The Working Party will also be informed of prograssthe preparation of the OSCE-
UNECE Handbook on best practices at border crossings.

Documentation
ECE/TRANS/WP.30/2011/1

Harmonization Convention and hinterland connetions of seaports

At its previous session, WP.30 was informed that,lat its February 2010 session, had
approved the report on hinterland connections afpsds (ECE/TRANS/210) and had
invited various working parties, including WP.36, donsider whether and how the tasks
outlined in the report could be implemented (ECEANS/208, paras. 30-32). The
Working Party noted that the following recommenalasi fall within its competence: (i) to
continue adopting good practices for border crassin(i) to consider the possible
preparation of a new annex to the Harmonization v@otion on border crossing
procedures at seaports. WP.30 decided to condigse tissues in detail at the present
session (ECE/TRANS/WP.30/252, para. 5).

Organization for Security and Co-operation in E@dfnited Nations Economic
Commission for Europe
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(@)

(b)

International Convention to Facilitate the Crosing of Frontiers for
Passengers and Baggage carried by Rail, of 10 Jamyd 952

At its previous session, the Working Party took enotof document
ECE/TRANS/WP.30/2010/10, containing the final draft a Protocol to the 1952
Convention to Facilitate the Crossing of Frontifms Passengers and Baggage carried by
Rail in the three official UNECE languages, preplabg the secretariat. The representative
of the EU informed the meeting that, as some ofmigsnbers States were Party to the said
Convention and considering that the subject maitdrand involved aspects falling under
exclusive competence of the European Union (EUNais still studying the Protocol and
the impact of its adoption by individual membertasafor EU legislation. The Working
Party decided to revert to the issue at its presession, on the understanding that, by that
time, the EU would have finalized its internal coltations (ECE/TRANS/WP.30/252,
para. 14).

Documentation
ECE/TRANS/WP.30/2010/10

Rail transit

The Working Party will be informed of new developrtse concerning the Convention on
International Customs Transit Procedures for thei&ge of Goods by Rail under Cover of
Agreement on International Goods Transport by EBMGS) Consignment Note, if any.

Customs Conventions on the Temporary Importatio of Private Road
Vehicles (1954) and Commercial Road Vehicles (1956)

Status of the Conventions

The Working Party will be informed of the situationncerning the scope and the number
of Contracting Parties to the Customs Conventionstlee Temporary Importation of
Private (1954) and Commercial (1956) Road Vehicles.

Application of the Conventions

At its previous session, WP.30 noted that the haonal Touring Alliance and the
International Automobile Federation (AIT/FIA) comtied to work on the preparation of
comments and best practices for the application thE 1956 Convention
(ECE/TRANS/WP.30/252, para. 17). The Working Partgy wish to be informed by
AIT/FIA of any progress in this area.

Other United Nations Economic Commission for Exope legal
instruments on border crossing facilitation

At the previous session of WP.30, the delegatioewdthe attention of WP.30 to the
following issues:

(@)  the text of the Customs Convention on Contaipeiblished on the UNECE website
needs to be updated to include the recent amendragatding the plate to identify the
owner of the container;

(b)  Global Positioning System (GPS) equipment omaoers should be considered as
accessories and benefit from the facilities prodifte in the Convention;
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10.

(@)

(b)
(i)

(c) the European Convention on Customs TreatmerRaifiets used in International

Transport, 1960 brings various standards like riatonal Standard for Phytosanitary
Measures No. 15 (ISPM 15) which was developed Iy Ittternational Plant Protection

Convention (IPPC). The new standards of ISPM 18h s roasting procedure, should be
announced on time for transport operators to thkemecessary measures.

Concerning (b), the Working Party felt that thisue falls under the competence of the
Administrative Committee to the Container Convemtwhich meets under the auspices of
the World Customs Organization. The Working Paetyuested the secretariat to update the
text of the Container Convention, as stipulatedeur{d), and to study issue (c) with a view

to reporting to WP.30 at its present session (ERBNS/WP.30/252, paras. 19 and 20). In

line with this request, the secretariat has prepdozument ECE/TRANS/WP.30/2011/2.

Documentation
ECE/TRANS/WP.30/2011/2

Customs Convention on the International Transprt of Goods under
Cover of TIR Carnets (TIR Convention, 1975)

Status of the Convention

The Working Party will be informed of changes ie gtatus of the TIR Convention, if any.
Revision of the Convention

Preparation of Phase lll of the TIR revision process
Use of new technologies

The Working Party will be informed of the latestvdpments in the area of the eTIR
project and the work of the Informal Ad hoc Exp@&moup on Conceptual and Technical
aspects of Computerization of the TIR Procedure.{GE

At the previous session, WP.30 noted that the @iigimplications of eTIR would need to
be addressed and stressed the importance of sguthgnexperiences made within other
Information Technologies (IT) systems in the Custdireld, such as Automated SYstem
for CUstoms Data (ASYCUDA), New Computerized TranSystem (NCTS), TIR
Electronic Pre-Declaration (TIR-EPD), SafeTIR, oa#il Customs systems, etc.
(ECE/TRANS/WP.30/252, para. 26). In this regare, Working Party will be informed of
follow-up activities of the secretariat, includiragvisit to the Turkish Customs who have
kindly provided their expertise in the evaluatiohtlee costs involved in setting up and
maintaining the eTIR international system.

WP.30 may also wish to recall its considerationthwespect to drafting of legal provisions
aimed at the introduction of eTIR, in particulahieh alternative should be pursued: either
to amend the current Convention with provisiongodticing the use of electronic data
interchange (EDI) in parallel to or gradually remathe paper TIR Carnet or to launch a
completely new, so called, "eTIR" Convention whigbuld be based on EDI technologies.
In the course of in-depth discussions, the Worlagty realized that both options had their
own pros and cons and was not in a position tohreaconsensus. However, WP.30 agreed
that, whatever option is chosen, the introductiba computerized system should be done
step-by-step after the proper cost/benefit analysi®ould take into account various
constraints at the national level as well as thedejines approved by the TIR
Administrative Committee (ECE/TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/@&ra. 38) and should not impede
transport and trade facilitation. The current papesed system will continue to exist in
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(ii)

(©)
()

parallel to a computerized procedure. Finally, Werking Party decided to revert to this
issue at the present session (ECE/TRANS/WP.30f2&2s. 27 and 28).

Pending a decision by WP.30, the secretariat atéotgd out the complexity of drafting
legal provisions and welcomed the offer of someegations to assist in this process, e.g.
by means of a small drafting group. The Working tyfdook note of this statement
(ECE/TRANS/WP.30/252, para. 29).

Amendment proposals for the Convention

At its previous session, the Working Party congdeamendment proposals for the
introduction of a new Annex 9, Part Il of the Cemiion on the authorization of an
international organization (ECE/TRANS/WP.30/201B&v.2) and focused its attention on
items (0), (p) and (q) which introduce audit regoients. WP.30 also took note of Informal
document No. 6 (2010) in which the InternationabBdransport Union (IRU) reiterated
its concerns on the new audit provisions, suchresear background, lack of justification,
possible breach of the Swiss law, number of awatits the confidentiality of audit reports,
and proposed to adopt the new Annex 9, Part llheut items (0), (p) and (q). IRU also
pointed out that it already fulfils numerous obtigas by virtue of the UNECE-IRU
agreement.

A number of delegations were of the view that psns (0), (p) and (q) aimed at ensuring
good governance and transparency in the TIR systedn thus, cannot be spared. They
argued that audits would be a logical consequericthe authorization granted to an

international organization, as the Contracting iBarshould have the right to verify the

fulfilment of the conditions of the authorization.

Some other delegations expressed concerns thandhe provisions seem to impose
numerous audits that could prevent IRU from theppraaccomplishment of its tasks and,
therefore, could have a negative impact on tratspuerators. A few delegations felt that
the annual external audits of IRU, conducted ia lvith the Swiss law, would be sufficient
to ensure the necessary transparency and thatitatHegal and financial implications of

the new audit provisions should be studied further.

The Working Party realized that it has at leastfiilowing three options concerning the
underlying proposals: (i) to adopt the text astétnds, including (0), (p) and (q); (i) to
adopt the text without (p) and (iii) to adopt testtwithout (o), (p) and (q). Being unable to
take a final decision at the previous session, WHEe&ided to come back to this issue at its
present session (ECE/TRANS/WP.30/252, paras. 30-34)

Documentation
ECE/TRANS/WP.30/2010/4/Rev.2

Application of the Convention

TIR-related electronic data interchange system

The Working Party will be informed by IRU of thetdat statistical data regarding the
performance of Contracting Parties in the contrgdtem for TIR Carnets — SafeTIR
system.

Under this agenda item, WP.30 may also wish tornf@rined about the functioning of
various national and international TIR-related E®fstems, including TIR-EPD, TIR-
NCTS, etc.
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(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

v)

Settlement of claims for payments

The Working Party may wish to be informed by Cusiaaathorities and IRU of the present
situation on the settlement of claims for paymemtede by Customs authorities against
national guaranteeing associations.

TIR Handbook

The 2010 version of the TIR Handbook has been ghibtl on the TIR website in Arabic,
Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish.

Documentation
2010 TIR Handbock

Application of the TIR Convention in a Custons union with a single Customs
territory

At its previous session, the representative of Bislanformed WP.30 of the preparation of
a draft trilateral agreement on the functioningtef TIR procedure in the Customs union
between Belarus, Kazakhstan and the Russian Federihe agreement was expected to
be adopted in October 2010. Meanwhile, the appdinabf the TIR procedure remained
unchanged (ECE/TRANS/WP.30/252, para. 39). In¢higtext, the delegations of the three
countries in question are invited to provide therkifg Party with updated information on
the functioning of the TIR procedure in the new ©Buss union.

Increase in the number of loading and unloadig places

At the 125th session of WP.30, the delegation afké&y and IRU recalled the previous
WP.30 discussions on the possible increase in tihgbar of loading and unloading places
for a TIR transport and suggested that this issueebexamined, taking into account new
transport patterns that had appeared as a resuheofglobal downturn. The Turkish

delegation was invited to submit a document on itlseie for consideration by WP.30
(ECE/TRANS/WP.30/250, para. 32).

In this context, the Working Party may wish to detiaat, at its 109th session in 2005, it
took note of document TRANS/WP.30/2005/10, trandiby the IRU, containing a study
on the need to increase the total number of Custiffites of departure and destination.
The study had analyzed 1,001 TIR Carnets and haadfthat only seven out of the 1,001
TIR Carnets had been used in connection with tr@mspwith more that four Customs
offices of departure or destination. The study &smd that there seemed to be only a few
problems with the application of using two consa@utTIR Carnets according to the
comment to Article 18 in those exceptional casesr@more than four Customs offices of
departure and destination were involved. At thateti the Working Party decided not to
revert to this question again unless a concretaestqwas expressed at one of its future
sessions (TRANS/WP.30/218, paras. 32 — 34).

Taking account of the above, WP.30 may wish to ickens document
ECE/TRANS/WP.30/2010/11 transmitted by the Govemmmef Turkey, as well as
Informal document No. 5 (2010) submitted by IRU.

Documentation
ECE/TRANS/WP.30/2010/11, Informal document No. 81@)

4

<http://tir.unece.org>.
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(vi)

(Vi)

11.

12.

(@)

TIR Carnets invalidated by the guarantee chai

At its 124th session, the Working Party welcomedetailed presentation by IRU and
Informal document No.1 (2010) on the current prcf invalidation of TIR Carnets by
the guarantee chain. Following an in-depth discusei various practical situations which
might occur in the course of invalidation, the Watk Party noted that the invalidation
procedure required human intervention at variossaimces and, therefore, was subject to
delays in the distribution of information. This rhtgead to disputes between the Customs
and guarantee chain on the validity of TIR Carradtslifferent stages of the invalidation
process, as considered by the TIR Executive BodiiRExB) on several occasions
(ECE/TRANS/WP.30/2010/5). In particular, the Boapdinted out that any dispute
concerning the guarantee/legal status of an inatd TIR Carnet would have to be solved
on a case-by-case basis in line with national lawd regulations and that the ultimate
solution to this problem would only be achievedaifully computerized environment, for
example, in the framework of the eTIR project.

The Working Party invited the delegations to examivhether, under the present paper-
based system, the Convention could be amended avithew to providing common
guidance on the validity of TIR Carnets under sfiedircumstances. WP.30 also noted
that the initiative to invalidate a TIR Carnet ajabelongs to the issuing association. For
example, the issuing association by its own degisian suspend the issuance of TIR
Carnets to a holder and initiate the process ddlidating the TIR Carnets in the possession
of the holder. The Working Party was of the vievattlthis practice should further be
evaluated by TIREXB, in line with its mandate, andited IRU to submit to TIRExB all
necessary information (ECE/TRANS/WP.30/248, paB@sand 31). In this context, WP.30
will be informed of further considerations by TIREX

Documentation
ECE/TRANS/WP.30/2010/5

Other matters

The Working Party may wish to consider any othsués and difficulties in the application
of the Convention faced by Customs authoritiesjonat associations, the international
insurers or the IRU.

Prevention of the abuse of Customs transit Sgsns by smugglers

As in the past, the Working Party may wish, on strieted basis, to exchange views
concerning any special cases, devices and fasiliteed to abuse the TIR transit system.
The Working Party has, at its previous sessionsted all Contracting Parties to the TIR
Convention, 1975, and the World Customs Organina{lCQO) to transmit all relevant
information on such cases so that it could take nbeessary steps, falling within its
competence and mandate, to prevent such occurr€RR&NS/WP.30/127, paras. 55-57).

Other business

Dates of the next sessions

The Working Party may wish to decide on the dafétssmext sessions. The secretariat has
already made arrangements for the 128th sessioa beld in the week of 6—-10 June 2011.
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10

(b)

13.

Restriction on the distribution of documents

The Working Party should decide whether or noteahsvall be any restrictions with respect
to the distribution of documents issued in conmectiith its current session.

Adoption of the report

In accordance with established practice, the Waorkidarty will adopt the report on its
127th session on the basis of a draft preparethdgecretariat. Given the present resource
restrictions with regard to translation facilitigggrts of the final report may not be available
at the session for adoption in all working langisage




