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Footnotes

1/ Germany: Legislation regulates the obligation to use seatbelts/child-restraint systems and also the
sanctions, when necessary; insurance will be reduced when this obligation has been violated.

2/ Turkey: 18 June 1995: Road Traffic Law of Turkish Republic is enacted, mandatory use of seatbelt
(as equipment designed for protection during travel) only in front seats and only in non-urban areas.
Children under 10 years old are not allowed to travel in front seats of vehicles stated in Regulations for Road
Traffic — Article 150. (Karayolu Trafik Yonetmeligi: Madde 150). These vehicles are private cars,
minibuses, vans, trailer, buses.

3/ USA: The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) is responsible for reducing
deaths, injuries and economic losses resulting from motor vehicle crashes. We accomplish this by setting
and enforcing safety performance standards for motor vehicles and motor vehicle equipment and through
grants to states and local governments to enable them to conduct effective local highway safety programs.

At NHTSA, highway safety programs are based on extensive research and are data driven. In the area of
occupant protection, research shows that education alone is not sufficient to raise and sustain a high level of
belt use. While education may increase a driver’s knowledge, it does not necessarily result in a behavioural
change. For this reason NHTSA uses various countermeasures to reduce fatalities and injuries, including
enforcement, education, legislation and engineering.

Buckle Up America Campaign: The goals of this campaign are increasing the proper use of safety belts and
child restraints, thereby reducing fatalities and injuries. The campaign centers on four approaches: 1)
cultivate public-private partnerships at the local, state, and national levels; 2) encourage states to enact strong
legislation by adopting primary (standard) safety belt laws and closing gaps in child passenger safety laws;
3) conduct active, high-visibility enforcement of safety belt laws and; 4) expand effective public education
on the benefits of safety belt and child safety seat use and the requirements of safety belt and child safety
seat use laws.

= Cultivate public-private partnerships, and through these efforts resources can be expanded to raise
safety belt use and establish a national position on the benefits of wearing safety belts and using
child safety seats.

» Enact strong legislation by adopting primary (standard) safety belt laws and closing the gaps in
child passenger safety laws. Under primary enforcement laws, a citation can be written whenever a
law enforcement officer observes an unbelted driver or passenger. In states with secondary laws,
an officer can only issue a citation after the driver is stopped or cited for some other infraction.
Child passenger safety laws should cover every child (up to age 16), in every seating position, in
every vehicle. Every state has a child passenger safety law, but the requirements vary. Some laws
include only coverage for very young children; some cover only the front seat, and some exempt
pickup trucks and vans. Currently, 21 states, plus Washington D.C. and Puerto Rico have safety
belt laws that allow primary enforcement. Safety belt use rates are approximately eleven percent
higher in states with primary safety belt use laws than those with secondary enforcement.

» Conduct active, high-visibility enforcement of safety belt laws to achieve higher safety belts use
rates. Experience has shown that after passage of a safety belt use law, use rates rise. However, if
the laws are not continually actively enforced, use rates drop.

» Expand effective public education on the benefits of safety belt and child safety seat use and the
requirements of safety belt use and child safety seat use laws. Public education may include a
broad range of activities including promotional events, and community-based initiatives.

4/ See Passenger Car and Light Truck Occupants Killed or Injured, by Age and Restraint Use
http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/pdf/nrd-30/NCSA/TSFAnn/TSF2003.pdf
- Table 84 on page 119.
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