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Report on Availability of Supplementary Data about Casualty Accidents provided by 
CARE Information 

 
§ Involvement of heavy commercial vehicles 
 
Information can be obtained from CARE on fatalities in accidents involving at least one goods 
vehicle.  The following table was published in the Annual Statistical Report 2004 and can be found 
at the CARE Website.  This information corresponds to 14 countries belonging to the EU. 
 

 
 



Informal document No. 4 
page 2 
  
 
The following are definitions for heavy goods vehicles and lorry of less than 3.5 tonnes: 
 

HEAVY GOODS VEHICLE: Motor vehicle with at least four wheels, with a permissible 
gross vehicle weight of over 3.5 tonnes, used only for the transport of goods, with or 
without a trailer.  Type C driving licence required. It includes lorry, over 3.5 tonnes; road 
tractor; road tractor with semi-trailer; lorry with trailer; tanker (except FIN). 
Note: Lorries cannot systematically be categorised as over 3.5 tonnes (D, I). 
Data availability: All old countries (except D, I) 
 
LORRY, LESS THAN 3.5 TONNES:  Motor vehicle with a permissible gross vehicle 
weight of less than 3.5 tonnes, used only for the transport of goods.  Type B driving licence 
required. 
Note: Lorries cannot systematically be categorised as less than 3.5 tonnes (D, I).  
Data availability: All old countries (except D, I) 

 
Taking into account the previous definitions and assuming that the definition of heavy goods 
vehicles coincides with the one of heavy commercial vehicles, it will be possible to obtain the 
figures from the CARE databases corresponding to the number of accidents, fatalities and injuries 
in accidents involving at least one heavy goods vehicle. 
 
§ Variables concerning the speed of vehicles 
 
The CARE databases do not gather information on speed of vehicles involved in accidents, neither 
on the possible speed violation committed by drivers involved in the accident. 
 
The information gathered is the corresponding allowed speed limit for that particular road.  The 
indicators which can be obtained are number of accidents, fatalities and serious injuries. 
 
The various values for the Speed limit variable are as follows: 
 
Speed limit less than 15 km/h: 
Definition: The speed limit at the accident location is less than 15 km/h. 
Data availability: A (only 1991), FIN, NL. 
 
Speed limit less than 30 km/h: 
Definition: The speed limit at the accident location is less than 30 km/h. 
Data availability: A (only 1991), B, D, DK, FIN, NL, S. 
 
Speed limit of approximately 30 km/h: 
Definition: The speed limit at the accident location is approximately than 30 km/h (20 m/h). 
Data availability: A (only 1991), B,DK, FIN, GB, IRL, NI, NL, S. 
 
Speed limit of 40 km/h: 
Definition: The speed limit at the accident location is 40 km/h. 
Data availability: A (only 1991), B, DK, FIN, NL, S. 
 
Speed limit of approximately 50 km/h: 
Definition: The speed at the accident location is approximately 50 km/h (30 m/h). 
Data availability: A (only 1991), B,DK, FIN, GB, IRL, NI, NL, S. 
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Speed limit of approximately 60 km/h: 
Definition: The speed limit at the accident location is approximately 60 km/h (40 m/h). 
Data availability: A (only 1991), B,DK, FIN, GB, IRL, NI, NL, S. 
 
Speed limit of 70 km/h: 
Definition: The speed limit at the accident location is 70 km/h. 
Data availability: A (only 1991), B, DK, FIN, NL, S. 
 
Speed limit of 80 km/h: 
Definition: The speed limit at the accident location is 80 km/h (50m/h). 
Data availability: A (only 1991), B, DK, FIN, GB, IRL, NI, NL. 
 
Speed limit of 90 km/h: 
Definition: The speed limit at the accident location is 90 km/h. 
Data availability: A (only 1991), B, DK, FIN, NL, S. 
 
Speed limit of approximately 100 km/h: 
Definition: The speed limit at the accident location is approximately 100 km/h (60 m/h). 
Data availability: A (only 1991), B, DK, FIN, GB, IRL, NI, NL, S. 
 
Speed limit of approximately 110 km/h: 
Definition: The speed limit at the accident location is approximately 110 km/h (70 m/h). 
Data availability: A (only 1991), B, DK, FIN, GB, IRL, NI, S. 
 
Speed limit of 120 km/h: 
Definition: The speed limit at the accident location is 120 km/h. 
Data availability: A (only 1991), B, FIN, NL. 
 
Unknown: 
Data availability: All countries. 
 
 
§ Safety distance (rear-end collision) 
 
The CARE databases do not gather information on the distance between vehicles involved in the 
accident neither on the possible violation committed by drivers not respecting the safety distance. 
 
The following type variables: rear-end collision, chain collision as well as chain or rear collision 
could be used as indirect indicators. Definitions and data availability are as follows:  
 

REAR COLLISION: Collision between two vehicles travelling in the same direction on 
the same road.  First vehicle has a rear collision point; other vehicle has a frontal collision 
point (E, F). 
Data availability: A, B, E, F 
Value included in another value: chain or rear collision (DK, FIN, GR, I, IRL, NL, P, S) 
 
CHAIN COLLISION: Collision between more than two moving vehicles (B, E, F). First 
vehicle has a rear collision point; other vehicle has a frontal collision point (E, F). 
Data availability: B, E, F 
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Value included in another value: chain or rear collision (DK, FIN, GR, I, IRL, NL, P, S) 
 
CHAIN OR REAR COLLISION: Collision between two or more vehicles travelling in 
the same direction on the same road. First vehicle has a rear collision point, other vehicle 
has a frontal collision point (EL, E, F, IRL, I, NL, P). 
Data availability: All old countries (except D, UK, L) 

 
The following table, published in the Annual Statistical Report 2004 and which can be found at the 
CARE Website, gives information on the accident type for 14 UE countries. 

 
 
 

 
 

§ Not wearing helmet (cyclist, motorcyclist) and not using seatbelts 
 
The CARE databases gather the following information related to safety devices: 
 
 
SECURITY EQUIPMENT 
 
Seat belt used:  
Definition:  Seat belt was worn during the accident. 
Data availability:  A, DK, E, F, GB, GR, I, IRL, L, NI, NL, P. 
 
Seat belt used:  
Definition:  Seat belt was worn during the accident. 
Data availability:  DK, E, F, GB, I, IRL, L, NI, NL, P. 
 
Seat belt used:  
Definition:  Seat  It is unknown whether the seat belt was worn during the accident. 
Data availability:  A, DK, E, F, GB, GR, I, IRL, NI, NL. 
 



 Informal document No. 4 
 page 5 
 
Crash helmet used:  
Definition:  Crash helmet was worn during the accident. 
Data availability: A, DK, E, F, GB, I, IRL, NI, NL, P. 
 
Crash helmet used:  
Definition:  Crash helmet was worn during the accident. 
Data availability:  DK, E, F, I, IRL, NI, NL, P. 
 
Crash helmet unknown:  
Definition:  It is unknown whether the crash helmet was worn during the accident. 
Data availability:  A, DK, E, F, GR, ILR, NI, NL, P. 
 
Unknown: 
Data availability:  All countries. 
 
 

 
________ 


