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DRAFT RESOLUTION 2009/... OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIACOUNCIL

Note by the secretariat

Resolution

2009/....
Work of the Committee of Experts on the Transportof Dangerous
Goods and on the Globally Harmonized System of Claffication and
Labelling of Chemicals

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolutions 1999/65 of 26 October 1999 and720®f 23
July 2007,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the work of
the Committee of Experts on the Transport of DaogerGoods and on the
Globally Harmonized System of Classification andé&ling of Chemicals
during the biennium 2007-2008,

A. Work of the Committee regarding the transport d dangerous goods

Recognizing the importance of the work of the Committee foe th
harmonization of codes and regulations relating the transport of
dangerous goods,

Bearing in mind the need to maintain safety standards at all tiareb
to facilitate trade, as well as the importance bfstto the various
organizations responsible for modal regulationsilevimeeting the growing
concern for the protection of life, property ane gnvironment through the
safe and secure transport of dangerous goods,

Noting the ever-increasing volume of dangerous goods gbein
introduced into worldwide commerce, and the rapigpansion of
technology and innovation,

[Recalling thatwhile the major international instruments governing the
transport of dangerous goods by the various modflésansport and many
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national regulations are now better harmonized with Model Regulations
annexed to the Committee’s recommendations onrémsport of dangerous
goods-but-that further work on harmonizing these instrumentsasassary
to enhance safety and to facilitate trade. Funiluee,the-uneven progress
in the updating of national inland transport legigln in some countries of

the World contmues to present serious challemge:ams—mter—aha—a

serreu&tegﬁtaﬂveebstacte mternatronal multrmodal transport]

1. Expresses its appreciation for the work of the Committee of
Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods andthen Globally
Harmonized System of Classification and Labellinig @hemicals with
respect to matters relating to the transport ofggaous goods, including
their security in transport;

2. Requeststhe Secretary-General:

(a) To circulate the new and amended recommenuition the
transport of dangerous goods to the Governmentserhber States, the
specialized agencies, the International Atomic Bwehgency and other
international organizations concerned;

(b) To publish the sixteenth revised edition of eecommendations
on the Transport of Dangerous Goods: Model Regulations® and the fifth
revised edition of th(—:Recommendatlons on the Transport of Dangerous
Goods: Manual of Tests and Criteria® in all the official languages of the
United Nations, in the most cost-effective manmer,later than the end of
2009;

(c) To make those publications available on thebsite of the
Economic Commission for Europewhich provides secretariat services to
the Committee, and to make them available also DFfROM,;

3. Invites all Governments, the specialized agencies, the
International Atomic Energy Agency and the othena®rned international
organizations to transmit to the secretariat of @menmittee their views on
the Committee’s work, together with any commentst tihey may wish to
make on the UN Recommendations on the Transpddaofgerous Goods;

4. Invites all interested Governments, the regional commissithe
specialized agencies and the international orgéinizes concerned to take
into account the recommendations of the Committ&éernwdeveloping or
updating appropriate codes and regulations;

[5. Reguests the Committee to study, in consultation with the
International Maritime Organization, the Internatd Civil Aviation
Organization, the regional commissions and the rgaeernmental
organizations concerned, the possibilities of invprg the implementation
of the Model Regulations on the Transport of Danger Goods in all
countries for the purposes of ensuring a high levedafety and eliminating
technical barriers to international trade, inclglithrough the further
harmonization of international agreements or cotieas governing the

international transport of dangerous gogds—a-pessiblejointappreach to

2 ST/SGIAC.10/36/Add.1 and Add.1, /Add.2 and Add.3.
% ST/SG/AC.10/1/Rev.16.

* ST/SG/AC.10/11/Rev.5.

® www.unece.org/trans/danger/danger.htm.
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6. Invites all Governments, as well as regional commissions o
organizations concerned, IMO and ICAO, to providsedback to the
Committee as regards variations in the provisiohsaiional, regional or
international legal instruments from those of theddl Regulations, in
order to enable the Committee to develop cooperatjuidelines for
enhancing consistency between these requirementd esaducing
unnecessary impediments; identifying existing saive international
modal, regional, and national differences with #im of reducing these
differences to the greatest extent practical andueng that where
differences are necessary that they do not posedimpents to the safe and
efficient transport of dangerous goods; undertakangeditorial review of
the Model Regulations and various modal instrumenmith the aim of
improving clarity, user friendliness and the alilfor the requirements to
be easily translated.

Work of the Committee regarding the Globally Hamonized System
of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals

Bearing in mind that in paragraph 23 (c) of the Plan of
Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainablev@opment
(Johannesburg Plan of Implementatfoopuntries were encouraged to
implement the Globally Harmonized System of Clasatfon and
Labelling of Chemicals as soon as possible witheavvto having the
system fully operational by 2008,

Bearing in mind also that the General Assembly, in its resolution
57/253 of 20 December 2002, endorsed the JohanrgpesBlan of
Implementation and requested the Economic and Sd&eauncil to
implement the provisions of the Plan relevant © ntandate and, in
particular, to promote the implementation of Agendd by
strengthening system-wide coordination,

Noting with satisfaction:

(a) That the United Nations Economic Commission Europe as
well as all United Nations programmes and spe@aliagencies concerned
with chemical safety in the field of transport of the environment, in
particular, the United Nations Environment Programrthe International
Maritime Organization and the International Civiviation Organization,
have already taken appropriate steps to amendeoca@rsidering amending
their legal instruments in order to give effectthe Globally Harmonized
System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicbéfore the end of the
2008 target date or as soon as possible;

(b) That the International Labour Organization,e tfFood and
Agriculture Organization and the World Health Orgation are also taking
appropriate steps to adapt their existing chenseféty recommendations,
codes and guidelines to the Globally Harmonizedt&Sysof Classification
and Labelling of Chemicals, in particular in theas of occupational health

® Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, South
Africa, 26 August-4 September 2002 (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.03.1I.A.1 and corrigendum), chap. I, resolutiqra@nex.
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and safety, pesticide management and the preveragtrah treatment of
poisoning;

(c) That the Globally Harmonized System of Clasation and
Labelling of Chemicals is already in force in Newafand (since 2001) and
Mauritius (since 2004)

[(d) That a new regulationof the European Parliament and of the
Council implementing the Globally Harmonized SystemClassification
and Labelling of Chemicals in the Member Stateshef European Union
and the European Economic Ardgis expected to be adopted before the end
of 2008] [has recently been adopted]; The regutatiall enter into force
20 days after its publication in the Official Joalnof the European
Communities];

(c) That Member States participating in the atigg of the
Subcommittee of Experts on the Globally Harmonizégstem of
Classification and Labelling of Chemicals, are a&ly preparing
revisions of national legislation applicable to wcheals for
implementation of the Globally Harmonized System@l&ssification
and Labelling of Chemicals;

(e) That several United Nations programmes, sfizeth agencies and
regional organizations, in particular the United tiNas Institute for

Training and Research, the International Laboura@ization, the World
Health Organization, the Economic Commission fordpe, Asia-Pacific

Economic Cooperation, Governments, the Organizatosnthe Economic

Cooperation and Development, the European Commmssiod non-

governmental organizations representing the chdmiodustry, have

organized or contributed to multiple workshops, sewrs and other
capacity-building activities at the internationa¢gional, subregional and
national levels in order to raise administratioealth sector and industry
awareness and to prepare for the implementationthe Globally

Harmonized System of Classification and Labellih@bemicals;

Aware that effective implementation will require furtheooperation
between the Subcommittee of Experts on the Gloldddymonized System
of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals ane timternational bodies
concerned, continued efforts by the Governmentshef Member States,
cooperation with the industry and other stakehadeand significant
support for capacity-building activities in coumsi with economies in
transition and developing countries,

" Information on implementation of the Globally ifarnized System of Classification and Labelling of

Chemicals by country and through international leiggtruments, recommendations, codes and
guidelines is available on the Economic Commissiofor Europe website at
www.unece.org/trans/danger/publi/ghs/implementagidriml.

* [COM(2007)355: Regulation of the European Parkamand of the Council on classification, labelliagd
packaging of substances and mixtures, and ameiiiegtive 67/548/EEC and Regulation (EC) No 190080

" At present, the following 27 countries are memlodrhe European Union: Austria, Belgium, Bulga@yprus,
Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Fra@egmany, Greece Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvidhuania,
Luxembourg, Malta, Poland, Portugal, Romania, St@aSlovenia, Spain, Sweden, Netherlands and thieet)
Kingdom. The candidate countries Croatia and Tuedesady started to implement current EU legishatio

" Iceland, Lietchestein and Norway ;
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Recalling the particular significance of the United Natiolmstitute for
Training and Research/International Labour OrgarmrndOrganization for
Economic Cooperation and Development Global Pastnprfor Capacity-
Building to implement the Globally Harmonized Systef Classification
and Labelling of Chemicals for building capacit&sall levels,

1. Commends the Secretary-General for the publication of the
second revised edition of tl& obally Harmonized System of Classification
and Labelling of Chemicals (GHS) in the six official languages of the
United Nations, in book formand on CD-ROM, and its availability
together with related information material on thebsite of the secretariat
of the Economic Commission for Europe which progidsecretariat
services to the Committée:

2. Expresses its deep appreciation to the Committee, United Nations
programmes, specialized agencies and other orgamsaconcerned for
their fruitful cooperation and their commitment tfwe implementation of
the Globally Harmonized System of Classificationdahabelling of
Chemicals;

3. Requeststhe Secretary-General:

(a) To circulate the amendmelit® the second revised edition of the
Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals
to the Governments of Member States, the specthlamgencies and other
international organizations concerned;

(b) To publish the [third revised editidh] of the Globally
Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals in all the
official languages of the United Nations in the mosst-effective manner
no later than the end of 2009 and to make it akllan CD-ROM and on
the website of the secretariat of the Economic Casion for Europé,
which provides secretariat services to the Commjtte

[(c) To continue to provide information on the il@mentation of the
Globally Harmonized System of Classification andébing of Chemicals
available on the website of the secretariat ofEhenomic Commission for
Europe, which provides secretariat services tadbmmittee'?]

4. Invites Governments that have not yet done so to take the
necessary steps, through appropriate national guves and/or legislation,
to implement the Globally Harmonized System of Gifasation and
Labelling of Chemicals as soon as possible;

5. Reiterates its invitation to the regional commissions, United
Nations programmes, the specialized agencies ahér obrganizations
concerned to promote the implementation of the @llgbHarmonized

" United Nations publication, Sales No. E.O07.I1.Etf corrigenda.

8 United Nations publication, Sales No. E/F/S.07LMII

®  http://lwww.unece.org/trans/danger/danger.htm

191ST/SG/AC.10/36/Add.3].

1 IST/SG/IAC.10/30/Rev.3].

12 Information on implementation of the Globally ifamnized System of Classification and Labelling of
Chemicals by country and through international leiggtruments, recommendations, codes and
guidelines is available on the Economic Commissiofor Europe website at
www.unece.org/trans/danger/publi/ghs/implementagidriml.
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System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicatgl, where relevant, to
amend their respective legal international instroteeaddressing transport
safety, workplace safety, consumer protection o frotection of the

environment so as to give effect to the GloballyrrHanized System of

Classification and Labelling of Chemicals througitls instruments;

6. Invites Governments, the regional commissions, United dvesti
programmes, the specialized agencies and otheniaajéons concerned to
provide feedback to the Subcommittee on the stegdeent for the
implementation of the Globally Harmonized SystemGiassification and
Labelling of Chemicals in all the relevant sectats;ough international,
regional or national legal instruments, recommeiotiat codes and
guidelines, including (when applicable) informatiabout the transitional
periods for its implementation;

7. Encourages Governments, the regional commissions, United
Nations programmes, specialized agencies and o#levant international
organizations and non-governmental organizatioms, particular those
representing industry, to strengthen their suppbrthe implementation of
the Globally Harmonized System of Classificationdahabelling of
Chemicals by providing financial contributions amdtechnical assistance
for capacity-building activities in developing cdtias and countries with
economies in transition;

Programme of work of the Committee

Taking note of the programme of work of the Committee for the
biennium 2009-2010 as contained in paragraphs [of. the report of the
Secretary-General,

Noting the relatively poor level of participation of expe from
developing countries and countries with econommesansition in the work
of the Committee and the need to promote their wighaticipation in its
work,

1. Decidesto approve the programme of work of the Committee;

2. Sresses the importance of the participation of experts from
developing countries and from countries with ecomsnin transition in the
work of the Committee and, in that regard, callsvoluntary contributions
to facilitate their participation, including throligsupport for travel and
daily subsistence, and invites Member States anderriational
organizations in a position to do so to contribute;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report to thenBmic and

Social Council in 2011 on the implementation of gresent resolution, the
recommendations on the transport of dangerous gemodsthe Globally

Harmonized System of Classification and Labellihgbemicals.

1 E/2009/.... [to be completed]



