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Chinese Goods Exports, 1994-2007
USD, bln
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If the Silk Road worked for Marco Polo If the Silk Road worked for Marco Polo 
then, why shouldnthen, why shouldn’’t it work for trade and t it work for trade and 

transport today?transport today?

Silk Road RevitalisationSilk Road RevitalisationSilk Road Revitalisation
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US Chamber of Commerce’ ViewUS Chamber of CommerceUS Chamber of Commerce’’ ViewView

There are goods for road transport There are goods for road transport 
deliveries from/to China and EU deliveries from/to China and EU 
(niche)(niche)

There is sufficient road There is sufficient road 
infrastructureinfrastructure

There is international legal basis for There is international legal basis for 
Eurasian road transport operations Eurasian road transport operations 
(UNECE Conventions and (UNECE Conventions and 
Agreements)Agreements)

Road transport operators are ready Road transport operators are ready 
for transcontinental Eurasian for transcontinental Eurasian 
deliveriesdeliveries

Source: Ramboll Study, 2006Source: Ramboll Study, 2006
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ИсточникИсточник: Ramboll, : Ramboll, ««Land Transport Options between Europe and Asia:Land Transport Options between Europe and Asia:
Commercial Feasibility StudyCommercial Feasibility Study»»

NELTI – Global VisionNELTINELTI –– Global VisionGlobal Vision
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Interconnecting all the businesses along 
the reopened Silk Road

InterconnectingInterconnecting all the businesses along all the businesses along 
the reopened Silk Roadthe reopened Silk Road

Sea transportSea transport Land transportLand transportKey:Key:
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Presentation ContentsPresentation ContentsPresentation Contents

Changing IRU organisation, institutions 
and activities
IRU as a Silk Road Platform
IRU Caravans – from Adventure to 
Operation
New Eurasian Land Transport Initiative -
NELTI

Changing IRU organisation, institutions Changing IRU organisation, institutions 
and activitiesand activities
IRU as a Silk Road PlatformIRU as a Silk Road Platform
IRU Caravans IRU Caravans –– from Adventure to from Adventure to 
OperationOperation
New Eurasian Land Transport Initiative New Eurasian Land Transport Initiative --
NELTINELTI
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Changing IRU organisation, 
institutions and activities

Changing IRU organisation, Changing IRU organisation, 
institutions and activitiesinstitutions and activities
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Evolution of IRU MembershipEvolution of IRU MembershipEvolution of IRU Membership

Created

1948
8 Founder States:

CreatedCreated

19481948
8 Founder States:8 Founder States:

BelgiumBelgium DenmarkDenmark FranceFrance NetherlandsNetherlands

NorwayNorway SwedenSweden UKUK SwitzerlandSwitzerland

2008 2008 
180 Members180 Members
73 Countries73 Countries
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Evolution of IRU StructureEvolution of IRU StructureEvolution of IRU Structure

19481948 IRU founded in GenevaIRU founded in Geneva

19731973 IRU Permanent Delegation to theIRU Permanent Delegation to the
EU established in BrusselsEU established in Brussels

19981998 IRU Permanent Delegation to theIRU Permanent Delegation to the
CIS established in MoscowCIS established in Moscow

20052005 IRU Permanent Delegation to theIRU Permanent Delegation to the
Middle East established in IstanbulMiddle East established in Istanbul
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The Number of IRU Staff:

Geneva Brussels Moscow Istanbul

The Number of IRU Staff:The Number of IRU Staff:

Geneva Geneva Brussels Brussels MoscowMoscow IstanbulIstanbul

19931993 28 28 44 00 00

20012001 103 103 8 8 22 00

2008 2008 119 119 7 7 77 22

Evolution of IRU General SecretariatEvolution of IRU General SecretariatEvolution of IRU General Secretariat
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Secretary GeneralSecretary General

CIS Delegation (Moscow)CIS Delegation (Moscow)

EU Delegation (Brussels)EU Delegation (Brussels)

Secretariat General (Geneva)Secretariat General (Geneva)

IRU Academy (Geneva)IRU Academy (Geneva)

Mid East Delegation (Istanbul)Mid East Delegation (Istanbul)

Goods Transport CouncilGoods Transport CouncilPassenger Transport CouncilPassenger Transport Council

IRU StructureIRU StructureIRU Structure

General AssemblyGeneral Assembly

Task ForcesTask Forces

CommissionsCommissions

Working PartiesWorking Parties

Presidential ExecutivePresidential Executive

EU Liaison CommitteeEU Liaison Committee

CIS Liaison CommitteeCIS Liaison Committee
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IRU International Commissions & 
Working Parties, Conferences

IRU International Commissions & IRU International Commissions & 
Working Parties, ConferencesWorking Parties, Conferences

Social Affairs

Economic Affairs

Customs Affairs

Legal Affairs

Technical Affairs

Road Safety

Services to Transport 
Operators

Social AffairsSocial Affairs

Economic AffairsEconomic Affairs

Customs AffairsCustoms Affairs

Legal AffairsLegal Affairs

Technical AffairsTechnical Affairs

Road SafetyRoad Safety

Services to Transport Services to Transport 
OperatorsOperators

CommissionsCommissions Working PartiesWorking Parties

Dangerous Goods

Combined Transport

Taxis and hire cars 
with driver

Dangerous GoodsDangerous Goods

Combined TransportCombined Transport

Taxis and hire cars Taxis and hire cars 
with driverwith driver

Commission for Central and Eastern Europe Commission for Central and Eastern Europe 
+ East+ East--West (TransWest (Trans--European) Road European) Road 

Transport ConferencesTransport Conferences
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IRU Priorities 2008 – Overview
As per Art. 2 of the IRU Constitution
IRU IRU PrioritiesPriorities 2008 2008 –– OverviewOverview

As per Art. 2 of the IRU ConstitutionAs per Art. 2 of the IRU Constitution

Sustainable Development
• Innovation

• Incentives

• Infrastructure

Facilitation
• Trade

• Tourism

• Road Transport

Sustainable Development
• Innovation

• Incentives

• Infrastructure

Facilitation
• Trade

• Tourism

• Road Transport
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FacilitationFacilitationFacilitation

Trade & road transport facilitation 

Transit freedom (GATT)

Quotas and permits (GATT)

Waiting times at borders - Border crossing facilitation

Customs transit systems (TIR)

Visas for professional drivers

Security - Survey on attacks on truck drivers

Access to the profession and the market

Trade & road transport facilitation Trade & road transport facilitation 

Transit freedom (GATT)Transit freedom (GATT)

Quotas and permits (GATT)Quotas and permits (GATT)

Waiting times at borders Waiting times at borders -- Border crossing facilitationBorder crossing facilitation

Customs transit systems (TIR)Customs transit systems (TIR)

Visas for professional driversVisas for professional drivers

Security Security -- Survey on Survey on attacksattacks on truck driverson truck drivers

Access to the profession and the marketAccess to the profession and the market
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Border Waiting Times - BWTOBorder Waiting Times Border Waiting Times -- BWTOBWTO
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BWTO - Facts and FiguresBWTO BWTO -- Facts and FiguresFacts and Figures
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IRU IRU 
AcademyAcademy
InitiativesInitiatives

CPC MANAGER PROGRAMMECPC MANAGER PROGRAMME

“IRU ACADEMY ONLINEIRU ACADEMY ONLINE“ INTERNET APPLICATIONINTERNET APPLICATION

TACHOGRAPH PROGRAMME & TACHOGRAPH PROGRAMME & 
DRIVING & REST TIME RULESDRIVING & REST TIME RULES

CPC DRIVER PROGRAMMECPC DRIVER PROGRAMME

TRIPARTITE HIV/AIDS PROJECTTRIPARTITE HIV/AIDS PROJECT

IRU IRU AcademyAcademy

DANGEROUS GOODS (ADR) PROGRAMMEDANGEROUS GOODS (ADR) PROGRAMME

ATI MeetingATI Meeting

IRU ACADEMY SEMINAR & OTHER EVENTSIRU ACADEMY SEMINAR & OTHER EVENTS

ADC Meeting ADC Meeting 
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TIR SystemTIR SystemTIR System
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Geographical scope of the TIR 
Convention

Geographical scope of the TIR Geographical scope of the TIR 
ConventionConvention

ContractingContracting
PartiesParties

6868
TIR OperationalTIR Operational

CountriesCountries
5656

Contracting PartiesContracting Parties
in admission processin admission process

22
In negotiationIn negotiation

processprocess
33

InterestedInterested
PartiesParties

66

TIR Carnets Issued/Year

0

500,000

1,000,000

1,500,000

2,000,000

2,500,000

3,000,000

3,500,000

4,000,000

19
52

19
55

19
60

19
65

19
70

19
75

19
80

19
85

19
90

19
92

19
94

19
96

19
98

20
00

20
02

20
04

20
06

Year

Q
ua

nt
ity



© International Road Transport Union (IRU) 2008Page 22

IRU as a Silk Road PlatformIRU as a Silk Road PlatformIRU as a Silk Road Platform
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Conferences and CongressesConferences and CongressesConferences and Congresses
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Exchanges, Declarations, ResolutionsExchanges, Declarations, ResolutionsExchanges, Declarations, Resolutions
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High-level Political DebatesHighHigh--level Political Debateslevel Political Debates
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LaunchLaunch of of CaravansCaravans

BeijingBeijing

BrusselsBrussels
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Latest:
IRU World Congress 2008

LatestLatest::
IRU World IRU World CongressCongress 20082008
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Next:
5th Euro-Asian Road Transport 

Conference 2009

NextNext::
55thth EuroEuro--AsianAsian Road Transport Road Transport 

ConferenceConference 20092009

Almaty, 11Almaty, 11--12 June 12 June 20092009!!
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IRU Caravans – from Adventure 
to Operation

IRU Caravans IRU Caravans –– from Adventure from Adventure 
to Operationto Operation
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Lisbon – Vladivostok 2004Lisbon Lisbon –– Vladivostok 2004Vladivostok 2004
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Beijing – Brussels 2005Beijing Beijing –– Brussels 2005Brussels 2005
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Black Black SeaSea Ring 2007Ring 2007
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Black Sea Ring 2007 Black Sea Ring 2007 –– Route & CitiesRoute & Cities
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Black Black SeaSea Ring 2007 Ring 2007 -- ConclusionsConclusions

Total costs of waiting times in BSEC: Total costs of waiting times in BSEC: 
Euro 208 MEuro 208 M

Direct costs of transport permits in BSEC: Direct costs of transport permits in BSEC: 
Euro 11 MEuro 11 M

Direct costs of driver visas in BSEC: Direct costs of driver visas in BSEC: 
Euro 10 MEuro 10 M

Total costs of border delays in BSEC: Total costs of border delays in BSEC: 
Euro 229 MEuro 229 M
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Black Black SeaSea Ring 2007 Ring 2007 -- EchoEcho
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Possible Truck Caravans in 2009Possible Truck Caravans in 2009Possible Truck Caravans in 2009

Translatlantic Caravan
Lisbon - Istanbul

Arab Mashreq Caravan
Dubai - Istanbul

Asian Highway Caravan 1
Tokyo - Istanbul

Asian Highway Caravan 2
Singapore - Istanbul
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Mission of the Truck Caravans 2009Mission of the Truck CaravansMission of the Truck Caravans 20092009

To make known that interregional linkages and To make known that interregional linkages and 
interconnection of all businesses along major interconnection of all businesses along major 
routes must be efficient;routes must be efficient;
To promote global UN conventions and To promote global UN conventions and 
multilateral agreements for facilitation;multilateral agreements for facilitation;
To demonstrate that sustainable road transport To demonstrate that sustainable road transport 
can best meet Agenda 21 objectives and help can best meet Agenda 21 objectives and help 
achieving UN MDGs;achieving UN MDGs;
To collect data on the state and capacity of To collect data on the state and capacity of 
existing infrastructure existing infrastructure en routeen route;;
To collect data about the nonTo collect data about the non--physical physical 
conditions (procedures) conditions (procedures) en routeen route;;

Mission of the IRU Truck Caravans 2009 will beMission of the IRU Truck Caravans 2009 will be::--

Translatlantic Caravan
Lisbon - Istanbul

Arab Mashreq Caravan
Dubai - Istanbul

Asian Highway Caravan 1
Tokyo - Istanbul

Asian Highway Caravan 2
Singapore - Istanbul

Additionally, in the framework of the UN MDGs, the Truck CaravanAdditionally, in the framework of the UN MDGs, the Truck Caravans 2009 will also s 2009 will also 
aim to promote efficient social services to the vulnerable part aim to promote efficient social services to the vulnerable part of the population in of the population in 
order to emphasise the role of road transport driving social devorder to emphasise the role of road transport driving social development, peace and elopment, peace and 
a better life for the whole community.a better life for the whole community.
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New Eurasian Land Transport 
Initiative - NELTI

New Eurasian Land Transport New Eurasian Land Transport 
Initiative Initiative -- NELTINELTI
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NELTI NELTI -- PhilosophyPhilosophy
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NELTI NELTI –– ImplementationImplementation PlanPlan
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NELTI – RoutesNELTI NELTI –– RoutesRoutes
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NELTI NELTI –– MonitoringMonitoring
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NELTI NELTI –– PracticalPractical ConditionsConditions
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NELTI PartnersNELTI PartnersNELTI Partners
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WELCOMEWELCOME

to NELTI Startto NELTI Start--Up Conference!Up Conference!

September, 16, 2008September, 16, 2008

Tashkent, UzbekistanTashkent, Uzbekistan
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NELTI Report Presented 
in Almaty, June 2009

NELTI Report Presented NELTI Report Presented 
in Almaty, June 2009in Almaty, June 2009
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