UN/SCEGHS/19/INF.15

Committee of Expertson the Transport of Danger ous Goods
and on the Globally Har monized System of Classification
and Labelling of Chemicals

Sub-Committee of Expertson the Globally Har monized 8 June 2010
System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals

Nineteenth session

Geneva, 30 June-2 July 2010
Item 3 of the provisional agenda
Hazard communication issues

L abelling of small packagings containing reference standards
for laboratory testing or analysis

Transmitted by the Council of Europe



e o

European Directorate for the
. . COUNCIL  CONSEIL
Quality of Medicines & HealthCare OF EURCPE__ DE L'EUROPE

Unité Qualité, Sécurité et Environnement

RZ/PH/2010-03924N Strasbourg, 04/06/2010
JSHI/jb

For the attention of:
UNECE GHS secretariat

The European Directorate for the Quality of Medicines & Hle@are (EDQM) in the Council of
Europe welcomes the globally harmonised system for ciaasibn, labelling and packing of
dangerous chemicals.

The EDQM supplies about 2500 reference standards to theotdaiboratories around the world
for the testing of components used in medicinal productiglip pharmaceuticals. The EDQM
supplies some of these reference standards on behalf of titedUNations World Health

Organization. Because the EDQM considers the protecticimefoccupational health and the
environment essential in addition to the human and animalkthewe classify the hazards of our
reference standards, provide material safety data shedtara in process of GHS classifying
them. We control the risk also through restricting the qiti@st supplied in addition to the

protection provided by laws, standards and good practigggicable to laboratories and
marketing authorisations granted by the competathtogities.

We are in favour of implementing the GHS extensively, but ameure how to incorporate the

requirements of the chapter 1.4, particularly the labgliomocedures 1.4.10, to the immediate
containers of our reference standards, illustrated in tttaclament. We are aware that
1.4.10.5.4.4 (d) allows competent authorities to make gitions to the labelling of small

packagings.

Taking into consideration that the reference standardsnargng in international trade, we refer
to the section 1.1.3.2.1 (a) and (b) of GHS. We propose tlaséation 1.4.10.5.4.4 labelling of
small packings, point (c), would exempt elements from thmediate labelling, if the container
is too small and the material is provided as a reference atdrfdr laboratory testing or analysis
with the material safety data sheet.
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