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  Note by the secretariat 

1. Reference is made to ST/SG/AC.10/C.3/2011/46, paragraph 8 and annex. 

2. During discussions with IAEA experts, the secretariat was invited to provide 
background information on the assignment of subsidiary risks to UN Nos 2977 and 2978, 
notably data sheets if submitted when these UN numbers were introduced. 

3. The secretariat has checked the files. These UN numbers were introduced on the 
basis of a proposal by the United States of America in document ST/SG/AC.10/C.2/R.221, 
later revised (but without changes to paragraph 6) and submitted on 16 September 1980 to 
the Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods in document 
ST/SG/AC.10/R.52. The proposal in paragraph 6, intended to add additional entries for 
materials possessing significant subsidiary risks in order to ensure appropriate emergency 
response to transports accidents was adopted by the Committee at its eleventh session (1–10 
December 1980) (ST/SG/AC.10/5, para.55). 

4. The proposal in paragraph 6 was not accompanied with data sheets related to the 
subsidiary hazards of the proposed new entries (see scanned copy in annex). 

5. The system of assignment of UN numbers to Class 7 material was revisited in 1994 
at the request of IAEA (ST/SG/AC.10/R.486) in order to better correspond to the transport 
conditions specified in each of the thirteen IAEA “Schedules” and to differentiate fissile 
material from non-fissile (or fissile excepted) material. The proposal was discussed by the 
Committee at its 18th session in December 1994 and, as proposed, most of the specific UN 
numbers added in 1980 were deleted, except UN Nos 2977 and 2978 which were 
considered as special cases without a unique relationship with IAEA Schedules. 

The justification provided by IAEA was as follows: 

“The adoption of the proposal will entail: 

˗ An improved relationship with UN numbers and IAEA Schedules; 

˗ A more effective distinction between fissile and non-fissile (or fissile-
 excepted) material; 
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  ˗ Specific UN numbers for uranium hexafluoride, a material widely transported 
in large quantities and whose subsidiary risk can be the dominant one; 

  ˗ No “NOS” entries being necessary.”. 

6. This proposal (-/R.486) led to the current identification of radioactive material in the 
UN Model Regulations. 
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