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DG JRC manages, on behave of DG MOVE two major services:

• the European Root Certification Authority (ERCA) and 
• the Laboratory for Interoperability Certification

These services have been set up and are currently operated by 
JRC/IPSC in fulfillment of the duties assumed by the European 
Commission with Council Regulation 2135/98, Annex I(B); 
Appendix 11 requirement CSM_007:

“At European level, a single European key pair (EUR.SK and 

EUR.PK) shall be generated. The European private key shall 

be used to certify the Member States public keys. Records of 

all certified keys shall be kept. These tasks shall be handled 

by a European certification authority, under the authority 

and responsibility of the European Commission.”
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• The ERCA POLICY V 1.0 has been written in cooperation with Member States 
representatives, and by a group of MS security experts, a task force so-called 
Card Issuing Working Group, and formally endorsed/adopted by DG MOVE (ex 
TREN) in 2003. It entered into force in 2004.

• The ERCA policy evolves according precise change rules, starting from:

1. Mandate to the Commission in the regulation
2. Approval and adoption of the V1.0 as Reg. implementing document  
3. V1.0 in chapter 8 lists the Change Procedure rules
4. All the rules have been respected until the last up-date leading to the V2.1

* *

*



Thank you for your attention.
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