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Summary This document proposes an amendment to Chapter 7.1 of the regulations annexed to ADN

Action to be taken: See paragraph 8
Related documents:  Informal document INF.18 (thirty-first session).

I. Introduction

1. Informal document INF.18 of the thirty-first session of the ADN Safety Committee,
held in August 2017, highlighted an inconsistency between the provisions of paragraph
7.1.4.1.1 and those of paragraph 7.1.4.1.5 of the Regulations annexed to ADN.

2. Subsection 7.1.4.1 deals with the limitation of the quantities carried. In particular,
7.1.4.1.1 lists, class by class, the gross masses that shall not be exceeded in the following
terms:
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“7.1.4.1.1  Subject to 7.1.4.1.3, the following gross masses shall not be exceeded
on any vessel. For pushed convoys and side-by-side formations this gross mass
applies to each unit of the convoy or formation.”

3. In the same subsection, paragraph 7.1.4.1.5 provides the following clarification
applicable to explosive substances or articles carried:

“7.1.4.1.5  Where the total net mass of the explosive substances carried and of
explosive substances contained in articles carried is not known, the gross mass of the
cargo shall apply to the mass mentioned in the table in 7.1.4.1.1 above.”

4. It should be noted that this inconsistency is quite old as it can be found, expressed in
the same terms, in the Regulations for the Carriage of Dangerous Goods in the Rhine
(ADNR) 2007.

5. Informal document INF.18 of the thirty-first session proposed that paragraph
7.1.4.1.1 should be amended to ensure that this paragraph takes into account, not the gross
mass of explosive substances and articles, but the net masses of explosive substances or
explosive substances contained in articles.

6. However, during the discussions on this proposal that took place at the thirty-first
session of the Committee, it became apparent that, in the past, a deliberate choice had been
made to apply the concept of gross mass to substances and articles of Class 1 and that
replacing gross mass with the same numerical quantities, expressed in net mass, could
significantly increase the risk level on board vessels (including for substances of
classification code 1.1A).

Proposal

7. In order to take into account the discussions referred to in paragraph 6 above, and to
resolve the inconsistency between paragraphs 7.1.4.1.1 and 7.1.4.1.5 of the annexed
Regulations, it is proposed that paragraph 7.1.4.1.1 be retained and paragraph 7.1.4.1.5 be
deleted:

“7.1.4.1.1 [existing wording unchanged]”; and

Action to be taken

8. The Committee is invited to consider the proposals included in paragraph 7 above
and to take action as it deems appropriate.
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