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Presentation Notes
In the early 1990’s ELVs have been identified by the EU as priority waste stream. The Directive was adopted in 2000. 
The EU ELV Directive has raised the profile of ELVs waste flow as an issue and led to the creation of recycling/recovery solutions that would not otherwise have existed. It represents the first embodiment of extended producer responsibility (EPR) in vehicle recycling and provides an example of a success framework for other industries to follow. 

Nowadays, ELVs are a major stream of waste in the EU. Recycling and reuse of ELV parts and components, and metal recovery is important to governments, manufacturers, suppliers, dismantlers and vehicle recycling factories. The shortening of the vehicles’ average life to about 10 -12 years in the EU produced in the last 15 years an impressive enhancement of ELVs number. 



in 2000: Directive 2000/53/EC on end-of-life 
vehicles 

• Minimise the environmental impact of ELVs  
• Producer responsibility 
• Design new vehicles taking into account dismantling, reuse 

and recycling 
• Ambitious reuse/recovery/recycling targets: 95%/85% 

respectively from 2015 (from 85%/80% largely met) 
• Substance ban: Pb, Hg, Cd, hexavalent chromium, much 

reduced exemptions  
• Economic operators required to set up systems for ELV 

collection  
• Member States to ensure that ELVs are transferred to 

Authorized Treatment Facilities where the owner gets a 
Certificate of Destruction  

• Deregistration systems for an ELV upon presentation of a CoD 
• Annual reporting on number of treated ELVs  
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Presentation Notes
Objectives have largely been met
Today, new vehicles must demonstrate reusability and/or recyclability of at least 85%, and reusability and/or recoverability of at least 95% by weight. 
Hazardous substances used in new vehicles are almost phased-out with a small percentage of lead remaining where other substances are still not available



Total number of ELVs reported for EU-28 
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Figures from the latest report
Not big changes in the last three years: 6 Mio of ELVs reported



Achievements of the ELV Directive 

• No more abandoned ELVs 

• Increase in the number of ELVs treated in Authorised 
Treatment Facilities (ATFs) 

• Increased number of higher performing ATFs 

• New Technologies for the treatment of ELVs  

• Proper treatment of recycling/recovery of not only materials 
with a positive value 

• Design for disassembly and design for reuse, use of recycled 
materials  

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Benefits to-date due to the ELV Directive
There is a slow but real progressive replacement of illegal treatment facilities by authorised ones.  The number of ATFs adopting the environmental requirements of the Directive has been increasing regularly BUT new challenges appear (ex. internet sales)
Proper treatment and recycling/recovery for parts and materials with a positive value but also more and more of those with a 0 or negative value.
Increase number of technical feasibility studies into the recycling possibilities for plastics
The vehicle recycling infrastructure is an independent business that collects, processes and manages ELVs in an environmentally responsible manner and makes available vehicle parts for reuse and remanufacturing, facilitates the metal separation for recycling and allocates the disposal of waste. 





Remaining Challenges 
 

‘unknown whereabouts’ 
 

ELVs, registered vehicles, import / export: 2013 

Sources:  
Extra EU trade: Eurostat FTS 
ELVs: Eurostat 
Registered vehicles: POLK / Eurostat / ACEA 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A first study from 2011 for our ‘sister ‘ DG CLIMA on used vehicles flagged that about 4.6 million vehicles/ELVs were not reported. The current diagramme shows the situation in 2013:On the input side there are registrations of new vehicles in the EU and import of used vehicles into the EU. The ELVs reported by MS and export of used vehicles outside the EU are outputs. Considering the increase in the total vehicle parc, there is a gap of about 3.5 million vehicles, not covered in the EU statistics. 




Commission's initiatives 
• In 2011: Guidelines for Waste Vehicles by the Waste 

Shipment Correspondents 
 
• Reviewed WSR: Inspection Plans required by 2017 
 
•  ESTAT Guidelines on Reporting (revised) require also 

reporting of registered and de-registered vehicles in 
addition to number of CoDs 

 
• Ongoing: Commission's compliance promotion initiative on 

the implementation of the ELV Directive with emphasis on 
the ELVs of unknown whereabouts, study and consultations  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The reporting requirements in the Guidelines on Reporting by ESTAT will be included in the planned amendment of COM DEC 2005/293
Our compliance promotion initiative was launched in January 2016 and will last until August 2017.  
The stakeholders' consultation took place from 29 June to 21 September 2016
The workshop to present the findings and the first recommendations of the consultant took place on 21 November 2016
All information can be found on our website




Correspondents' Guidelines No.9 on shipments 
of waste vehicles 

• Common understanding of all Member States on the 
interpretation of the Waste Shipment Regulation 

• Guidance to persons arranging shipments of used or waste 
vehicles; authorities responsible for WSR enforcement; 
garage owners, dismantlers, recyclers, dealers, traders 

• Export from the EU to non-OECD countries of ELVs that are 
hazardous waste is prohibited (for disposal: all waste) 

• The export from the EU of ELVs that are depolluted - non-
hazardous waste - is prohibited only to those non-OECD 
countries that have explicitly banned their import in accordance 
with Regulation (EC) No 1417/2007 (Trade Regulation on 
procedures of export of green-listed waste to non-OECD countries)    

 

 



Criteria and indicators on distinction among 
vehicle types 

• Type 1:  Operational used vehicle (non-waste): intended 
for direct reuse- contracts, proof of roadworthiness test, 
aspect: tyres profile , no corrosion etc. 

• Type 2:  Repairable used vehicle (non-waste):evidence of 
valid roadworthiness test certificate, declaration repairable, 
minor repairs, no safety risk 

• Type 2a: Vintage cars/vehicles (non-waste) 
• Type 3:  Waste vehicle – depolluted (non-hazardous 

waste):proof that all hazardous liquids and components 
removed 

• Type 4:  Waste vehicle wreck not depolluted (hazardous 
waste)- no registration, last roadworthiness test more then 
2 y.,, repair costs (in EU) exceed value of vehicle, battery, 
fluids not removed, etc.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To be verified at facilities and during transport, ports etc. 
Documentary evidence to be provided, else inspection authorities may conclude on illegality of shipment




Challenges to be addressed for better ELV 
tracking 

 • Monitoring of intra-EU trade 
 
• Monitoring of extra-EU trade: 
 More complete reporting 
 Distinguishing between ELVs/used vehicles  
 
• Better linking up with registration (CoD as a requirement for 

deregistration not fully implemented in practice!) 
 
• Enforcement to reduce illegal dismantling of ELVs at dealers 

and repair shops and improve ATF compliance 
 
• Awareness and incentives, or disincentives 
 



 
 
 
For more information please visit: 
 

 
• http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/elv_index.htm 

 
• http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/shipments/guida

nce.htm 
 
• http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-

explained/index.php/End-of-life_vehicle_statistics 
 
 

• Thank you for your attention! 
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