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Developments of provisions for the transport of gases

Comments on 2000/22, Proposals for 6.2.2.5 Quality Confor mance

Transmitted by the expert from the United Kingdom

In paper 2000/22 text has been included for the firg time on ‘qudity
conformance’. This is indicated by the text being in square brackets, highlighting
the fact that the Gases Working Group has not previoudy discussed this proposa
in detall. Whilgt recogniang the need to include provison for quaity assurance in
respect of the manufacture and ingpection of pressure receptacles, the expert from
the United Kingdom finds the current proposa to be unduly detailed and
proscriptive. 1t seems likely to generate extensve debate which may not achieve
consensus during the current meeting of the Committee of Experts.

Requirements for quality assurance systems can dready be found in other parts of
the Modd Regulations. For example, in 6.1.1.4 and 6.5.1.6.1 in respect of the
manufacture and testing of packages (other than for Divison 6.2 substances) and
IBCs. In 1.1.23 qudity assurance provisons for dl specid form radioactive
materid, low dispersble radioactive materid and packages can be found. These
provisons were first introduced by IAEA in 1973 for packages and reviewed and
extended in the 1985 IAEA Regulaions. They have thus stood the test of time.
The expet from the United Kingdom believes that, given the specid sengtivities
asociated with radioactive materid, this text thus serves as a good modd for
smilar provisions addressing pressure receptacles.

The expert from the United Kingdom proposes therefore that suitably modifed text
based on 1.1.2.3 should be included in Chapter 6.2.2.5. Such text is given in the
proposa below, which highlights the changes made to the current text of 1.1.2.3.
It is requested that the Committee agree this gpproach which would then permit
the Gases Working Group to concentrate on other issues remaining to be resolved.
It is questionable whether it is appropriate to gpply these provisons to users. This
is shown in square brackets and could be discussed by the Gases Working Group.
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Proposal:

Insert new 6.2.2.5 asfollows:

123 6.225 Quadlity Assurance

12331 6.225.1 Qudity assurance programmes based on international, nationa or
other sandards acceptable to the competent authority shal be established and

implemented for the deagn manufacture testl ng, documentatlon use, mai ntenance
and mspectlon of dl ; ‘ v

pressure receptacles to ensure compllance Wlth the rdevant provisons of these
Reguldions. Certification that the design specification has been fully implemented
shdl be avalable to the competent authority. The menufacturer or consgnor fereer
user} shdl be prepared to provide facilities for competent authority inspection to
demondrate to any cognizant competent authority that:

@ the manufacturing methods and materids used ae in accordance with
approved desgn specifications, and

(b) dl packagings UN certified pressure receptacles are periodicdly inspected
and, as necessary, frepaired-and] mantained in good condition so tha they continue to
comply with al relevant requirements and specifications.

Where competent authority gpprova is required, such approvd shdl take into account
and be contingent upon the adequacy of the quality assurance programme.



