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1. CEPE Involvement

In the background sectlon of ST/SG/AC.10/2000/10, mention is made of the meeting of aworking
group in Bonn on 4" September 2000, which included a representetive from CEPE. Representatives
from indudtries took part in the preliminary discussons, they were explicitly excduded from the find
drafting of the document. CEPE bdieve that the proposas will be unworkable for distribution by land
trangport.

2. Practicality of Proposals

The risks assodiated with condgnmentsin smdl pack szesin amdl vehides such asvansinvolved in
find digribution are minima compared to full loads on large trucks — indeed the risk from the fudl
tank islikely to be higher.

Also, during digtribution, consgnments can be picked up and set down in the course of ajourney,
meaking it a complex operation for the driver to be continuoudy placing and removing placards —there
would be the danger that placards would be left in place after ddliveries, with the potentid for
mideading the emergency services.

It is gopropriate for the maritime authorities to require placarding of trangport units on board ship, as
confined spaces are involved, making fire fighting and evacuation more difficult.
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3. Oveall Pogtion on Limited Quantities

CEPE congdersthat the Committee of Experts should not try to harmonise moda operationd
arangements a this stage, when so many other maiters rdlating to Limited Quantities are il in need
of resolution. However, it recognises thet the Sub-Committee at its July 2000 meseting did agreein
princple to the placarding of trangport units containing Limited Quantities, but without specifying
modd arrangements.

CEPE bdievesthat, if the Committee till decides to proceed at this sage, the concerns of the fire and
other authoritieswill be met if only the largest Ioads and vehides are recommended in the Modd
Regulations to be placarded, as thisis where the risks could be relevant and deals with mgor trunk
conggnments. Thiswill leave the moda authorities free to regulate a alower leve (asdready donein

the IMDG Code) where circumstances demand. The placards chasen should be of asimilar desgn to
those used aready for other purposes.

4.  Principles

CEPE bdieve it to be inconsstent to require placarding for loads of Limited Quantities, yet ill not
require them for explogves of 1.4S and excepted packages of Class 7.

5. Concluson

The proposalsin ST/SG/AC.10/2000/10 should bergected in itscurrent form. All the matters
relating to Limited Quantities should be consdered asa whole.
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