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What should WP.1 be reminded of to 
continue its discussions on the topic?
•Status of IDPs per the Conventions 
•Model IDPs per the Conventions 
• Issues concerning IDPs
•Discussions and decisions at WP.1’s 81st session in 

Sept 2020 (paras 16 to 19, ECE/TRANS/WP.1/173)
•WP.1 brochure on Prevailing Convention for the 

issue/use of DDPs and IDPs
•WP.1’s discussions between March 2021 to Sept 2023
•Suggestions by the secretariat



1949 Convention on Road Traffic 1968 Convention on Road Traffic

Article 24, para 2

‘A Contracting State may however require that
any driver admitted to its territory shall carry 
an international driving permit conforming to 
the model contained in annex 10, especially in 
the case of a driver coming from a country 
where a domestic driving permit is not 
required or where the domestic permit issued
to him does not conform to the model 
contained in annex 9.’

Article 41, part of para 2(a) as replicated
below and para 5

‘2(a) Contracting Parties shall recognize: 

(i) any domestic permit conforming to the 
provisions of Annex 6 to the Convention;

(ii) any international permit conforming to 
the provisions of Annex 7 to this Convention, 
on condition that it is presented with the 
corresponding domestic driving permit, …

"5. An international driving permit shall be
issued only to the holder of a domestic
permit for the issue of which the minimum 
conditions laid down in this Convention have 
been fulfilled."

Status of IDPs per the 1949 and 1968 
Conventionsermi



Model IDP per Annex 10 of the 1949 Convention
(GREY Cover and Inside Cover, WHITE Middle Pages)

ENGLISH example



Model IDP per Annex 10 of the 1949 Convention 
(Parts I and II of the Last Page to be in FRENCH and 
on GREY PAPER)



Model IDP per Annex 7 of the 1968 Convention 
(using Belgian example)

GREY front cover (outside) GREY front cover (inside)
One of the WHITE middle 
pages (National Language
example)



Model IDP per Annex 7 of the 1968 Convention 
(using Belgian example)
One of the WHITE middle 
pages 
(English example)

GREY last two pages in French



Issues concerning IDPs
1. Limitations of current IDPs (per 1968 and 1949 Conventions)

• Easily copied and altered (difficult for law enforcement authorities to detect
fraudulent permits from genuine permits)

• No register or directory of national motor vehicle agency addresses for the 
inquiry and exchange of information to verify the validity of a presented IDP

• Suspension or cancellation of DDP should result in an automatic
cancellation of the IDP (not presently facilitated by the current system)

• Paper booklets don’t tap into the benefits of today’s digital age.
2. Non Contracting Parties issuing IDPs
3. Inconsistent standing/status and form of IDPs depending on 

whether it is issued per the 1949 or 1968 Convention 
• 1949: standalone legal document, text only, no pictograms
• 1968: needs to be accompanied by DDP, pictograms



Decisions at WP.1’s 81st session

WP.1 request ed a  sim plified proposa l a m endm ent  from  
t he  inform a l group of expert s wit h  opt ions for m inim um  
securit y fea t ures under t he  current  syst em  of DDPs a nd 
IDPs (wit hout  t he  a m a lga m a t ed a pproa ch).



Decisions at WP.1’s 81st session (cont’d)

A brochure  on t he  Preva iling Convent ion for t he  
issue / use  of Dom est ic Driving Perm it s (DDPs) a nd 
Int e rna t iona l Driving Perm it s (IDPs) wa s endorsed by 
WP.1 a t  it s e ight y-second session in  Ma rch 2021: 
https:/ /unece .org/transport/docum ents/2022/12/preva iling-conven tion-issueuse -dom estic-
d riving-pe rm its-and



WP.1’s discussions between 
March 2021 to Sept 2023
82nd session: WP.1 reiterated its 81st session request and endorsed 
the brochure on the prevailing Convention for the issue/use of DDPs 
and IDPs.

83rd to 84th sessions: No submission received from the informal 
group of experts.

85th session: ISO prepared Informal document No. 6. and WP.1 
requested that it be submitted as a formal document for the 86th

session with a view to reviewing it paragraph by paragraph. 

86th and 87th sessions: In March 2023, ISO submitted a paper 
(ECE/TRANS/WP.1/2023/1) which sought to harmonise the vehicle 
categories and align the format and security features of the domestic 
driving permit and international driving permit with international best 
practice. In Sept 2023, WP.1 continued discussing using a revised 
version (Informal doc No. 14). 

For this session, the informal group has submitted Informal 
document No. 6 for WP.1’s use in continuing its discussions.



Suggestions by the WP.1 secretariat
1. (Now/ongoing if relevant) Use the Brochure on the Prevailing

Convention for the issue/use of DDPs and IDPs.
2. (Now/immediate future/minimum action) 1968 Convention: update to 

improve security of driving permits being issued, and to reduce fraud
3. (Future/strategic) 1968 Convention: policy discussion leading to 

amendment proposal to update present system of driver licensing
systems especially the skills and capabilities which human drivers will
need to to obtain a driving permit to operate increasingly automated
vehicles. In addition, WP.1 should keep abreast of developments in 
digital driving permits and if, at some point, the Convention should be
amended for this.

4. (Future/strategic) 1949 Convention: we know that this is very difficult to 
amend, so it’s worth considering the following alternatives:
a) (non-binding) new chapter in RE.1 on driving permits
b) (binding) a Protocol to 1949 Convention for interested 1949 CPs on 

the matter of driving permits in general, or specifically to deal with
the recognition of driving permits issued under the 1968 
Convention

c) Other possibilities not foreseen presently, depending on when this
matter is considered in the future



Thank you

Rebecca Huang
Economic Affairs Officer

UNECE
Sustainable Transport Division

8-14, Avenue de la Paix
CH-1211 Geneva 10

Switzerland
Email: rebecca.huang@un.org


	International Driving Permits (IDPs)
	What should WP.1 be reminded of to continue its discussions on the topic?
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Issues concerning IDPs��
	Decisions at WP.1’s 81st session
	Decisions at WP.1’s 81st session (cont’d)
	WP.1’s discussions between �March 2021 to Sept 2023
	Suggestions by the WP.1 secretariat
	������			Thank you

