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Introduction and objectives of the Forum 

Achieving Agenda 2030 is critical as sustainable development represents the only path to address the 
complex, interlinked, multidimensional challenges facing humanity. With the halfway mark crossed 
in implementing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), only 12 percent of the global goals are 
on track. An immediate globally coordinated effort is urgently needed if the SDGs are to be realised 
by 2030. 
 
2024 is a crucial year to getting back on track and accelerate efforts towards SDG implementation 
and other existing international commitments. Central to these efforts is placing people and the 
planet at the heart of global initiatives to realise the development agenda, overcome poverty, and 
mitigate the risks of conflict and violence arising from inequality, marginalization and exclusion.  
 
Sustainable Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) and infrastructure finance play a central role in 
implementing the SDGs. Sustainable PPPs that are ‘fit for purpose’ for the SDGs, encompassing the 
three pillars of sustainability – social, economic and environmental sustainability – need to be 
accelerated and boosted in order to get the implementation of Agenda 2030 back on track. A step-
change is needed in the quality and quantity of infrastructure and development finance to meet the 
global goals, and this is expected to be reaffirmed by the international community at the Summit of 
the Future in September 2024, and enshrined in its outcome document: the Pact of the Future.  
 
In this context, the 8th edition of the UNECE International Public-Private Partnerships (PPP) Forum 
will address current and emerging challenges and opportunities at global, national and city levels, 
focusing principally on the important nexus of climate resilience, economic recovery, and 
reconstruction, through sustainable PPPs and infrastructure finance. The Forum will highlight how 
PPPs for the SDGs can address ongoing global issues, including through stakeholder engagement, 
gender equality and women empowerment, equitable access to services, green and sustainable PPP 
procurement, digital transformation, and artificial intelligence.  
 
The 3-day hybrid event – with in-person and online participation – will be held at the Conrad Istanbul 
Bosphorus Hotel in Istanbul, Türkiye, from 8 to 10 May 2024, and is co-organised with the 
Government of Türkiye.  
 
As in previous editions of the Forum, case studies from around the world will be showcased and 
presented to assess their compliance with the five UNECE PPPs for the SDGs desirable outcomes1. 
These projects were evaluated using the UNECE PIERS methodology – an Environmental, Social and 
Governance (ESG) self-assessment tool available to governments and other stakeholders.  
The Forum will also offer a platform to other stakeholders – international organisations, civil society 
organisations, private sector and academia – to present their PPP work in support of the SDGs. 
 
A pre-Forum UNECE masterclass for government officials will be organised on 7 May (afternoon) at 
the EBRD headquarters in Istanbul (click here for separate registration).  

 
1 The five desirable outcomes are: 1. Increase access to essential services and lessen social inequality and injustice; 2. Improve economic 
effectiveness (including women’s empowerment) and fiscal sustainability of projects; 3. Enhance resilience in projects and more care with the 
environment; 4. Promote replicability and the development of further projects; and 5. Fully involve all stakeholders in the projects. 

https://unece.org/ppp/em
https://unece.org/ppp/forum8
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=2zWeD09UYE-9zF6kFubccNJUFAPHOL5Oua90YizdR1hUNlY4Nk5HQk9ZUjVFVzlGREpXR01NNE80WC4u
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Wednesday, 8 May 2024 
“UNECE PPP approach in support of the SDGs: ongoing and new 
workstreams” 
Location: Conrad İstanbul Bosphorus 

 
08:15 - 09:00  Registration  

09:00 - 09:15 

Grand Ball 
Room 

 

Opening remarks  
Mr. İbrahim Şenel, President of Strategy and Budget, Presidency of the Republic of Türkiye 
Ms. Tatiana Molcean, Executive Secretary, UNECE 

09:15 - 10:30 

Grand Ball 
Room 

 
 

High-level policy debate 
Accelerating the SDGs and Climate Action: the contribution of sustainable PPPs and 
infrastructure finance to recovery, resilience, and reconstruction  

Background: The world is facing unprecedented challenges posed by the climate crisis and the rise of conflicts 
and man-made disasters that undermine progress towards the achievement of the SDGs by 2030. These 
challenges require urgent and coordinated action from all stakeholders, especially governments and the 
private sector, to mobilise the necessary resources and expertise to achieve the SDGs. The high-level policy 
debate will set the scene for the topics discussed during the Forum and outlines how PPPs for the SDGs and 
infrastructure finance can contribute to recovery, resilience, and reconstruction to accelerate the SDGs and 
climate action. 

Key questions: (i) How can PPPs be scaled up to accelerate recovery and reconstruction and the achievement 
of the SDGs by 2030? (ii) How can PPPs help to bridge the financing gap for sustainable infrastructure, 
especially in countries and regions most affected by climate change and conflicts? (iii) How can we ensure 
that new infrastructure is climate-resilient and existing infrastructure is adapted to climate change, in 
alignment with the SDGs? 

 

Moderator: 
Mr. Richard Threlfall, Global Head of Infrastructure, Government and Healthcare, KPMG 

 

Keynote speakers: 

H.E. Mr. Sharaf Sheralizoda, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Tajikistan to the UN, Geneva 

H.E. Mr. Paul Tasong Njukang, Minister Delegate in Charge of Planning, Cameroon 

 

Introduction: 

Mr. George Katapodis, Chairperson, UNECE Committee on Innovation, Competitiveness and PPPs (Greece) 

 
Panellists (in alphabetical order): 
Mr. Sanzhar Bolotov, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Economy, Kyrgyzstan 
Mr. Ziad-Alexander Hayek, President, World Association of PPP Units and Professionals (WAPPP) 
Ms. Ebru Özdemir, Chairperson, Limak Group of Companies, Türkiye 
Mr. James Stewart, Independent Non-executive-director, UK* 
Mr. Kutluhan Taşkın, Vice President of Strategy and Budget, Presidency of the Republic of Türkiye 

10:30 - 11:00 

Grand Ball 
Room Foyer 

Coffee 
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11:00 - 12:30 

Grand Ball 
Room 

 

Presentation of case studies  
 
Background: This session will invite PPP Units and other stakeholders to present projects across all sectors – 
transport, renewable energy, health, education, municipal and urban services – along the PPP for the SDGs 
outcomes for discussion, inspiration, and key learnings.  

 

Key questions: (i) How are these case studies contributing to sustainable development? (ii) To what extent 
are these projects implementing the PPP for the SDGs approach?  (iii) How were the main challenges to 
sustainable development addressed in practice? 

 

Expected outcome: (i) A better understanding of how countries put the SDGs into practice in their PPP 
programmes and projects, serving as an inspiration for potential PPP for the SDGs projects. (ii) Increased 
number of projects self-assessed using the UNECE PIERS methodology. 

 

Documentation: Database of case studies submitted to the 8th UNECE International PPP Forum 

 
Moderator: 
Ms. Melissa Peneycad, Manager, Sustainable Infrastructure and PPP Programs, Beyond21 Academy, Canada 

 
Discussant: 
Mr. Jean-Patrick Marquet, President, Observatory of the Values in Society & Management, Switzerland 

 

Speaker: 
PPPs in airport infrastructure: Ms. Burcu Geriş, Deputy CEO and CFO, TAV Airports Holding, Türkiye 

 

Case studies (in alphabetical order by country): 
▪ Brazil, Smart Goiania PPP, Ms. Caroline Braga  video  
▪ Ethiopia, Refurbishing Batteries and Solar Systems, Mr. Zelalem Nigatu  video 
▪ Kyrgyzstan, Renewable Energy Powered Data Centre, Mr. Ulan Danilbekov  video 
▪ Tunisia, Wastewater Sanitation Service, Ms. Ferdaous Ben Atig* 
▪ Ukraine, Hospital in Zhytomyr, Mr. Niko Gachechyladze 

 

 
13:00 - 14:30 

Manzara 
Restaurant 

Lunch (offered to all participants) 

 

https://unece.org/eci/documents/2024/04/presentations/database-case-studies
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o3sZYVH0_50
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eqic8rEhZhE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=as1AOQcRK20
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14:30 - 16:00 Parallel session 1 

Grand Ball Room   

Sustainable finance:  
The state of PPP and infrastructure 
finance midway to 2030 
 

Parallel session 2 

Junior Ball Room A   

PPP procurement: 
Green and sustainable PPP 
procurement for the SDGs  

Parallel session 3 

Junior Ball Room B   

PPPs and digital transformation: 
Improving the delivery of PPPs 
through digital transformation 
throughout the project lifecycle in 
support of the SDGs 

Parallel session 4 

Junior Ball Room C 

PPPs in digital infrastructure: 
Diagnostics in healthcare 
(telemedicine) and other digital 
public services 
 

 

 Challenge: Closing the funding gap and 
delivering the SDGs by 2030 will only be 
possible with the mobilization of billions of 
dollars, mostly from private finance. 
Differentiating sustainable infrastructure 
projects that are fit for purpose for the SDGs 
from the rest is of utmost importance.  

To address this challenge and to provide 
governments with an overview of the 
various investment strategies, a UNECE 
drafting team has developed a practical 
guide on the state of PPP and infrastructure 
finance midway to 2030. The session will 
review the draft guide and provide insights 
for its further development and finalisation. 

Key questions: (i) Does the guide cover the 
main aspects of sustainable PPP finance? (ii) 
Are the case studies used in the guide 
adequate? (iii) Are the draft policy 
options/recommendations sufficiently 
clear? 

Documentation: Draft guide on the state of 
PPP and infrastructure finance midway to 
2030 

Expected outcome: (i) A better 
understanding of the state of sustainable 
finance and its role to deliver sustainable 
PPPs (ii) Insights by panellists and the 
audience will contribute to the finalisation 
of the guide. 

Challenge: The challenge in long-term 
privately financed PPP procurement remains 
to ensure that green public procurement 
criteria are integrated throughout PPP 
project phases (planning, tender 
/competition, performance) and that 
monitoring mechanisms are set up to 
properly follow up on implementation.  

To address this challenge, a UNECE drafting 
team has developed a practical guide on the 
topic with case studies and policy 
recommendations. The session will review 
the draft guide and provide insights for its 
further development and finalisation.   

Key questions: (i) Does the guide cover all 
aspects of green and sustainable PPP 
procurement? (ii) Are the case studies used 
in the guide adequate? (iii) Are the draft 
policy options/recommendations sufficiently 
clear? 

Documentation: Draft guide on green and 
sustainable PPP procurement for the SDGs 

Expected outcome: (i) A better 
understanding of how green procurement 
criteria can be integrated in PPPs (ii) Insights 
by panellists and the audience will 
contribute to the finalisation of the guide. 

 

Challenge: PPPs are complex and time 
consuming for governments. One of the 
main challenges in PPP project development 
remains the slow progress at the initial pre-
procurement project phase. Digital solutions 
can improve the speed and integrity of PPP 
projects. 

To address this challenge, a UNECE drafting 
team has developed a practical guide on 
improving the PPP project lifecycle in its 
difference phases with digital technologies 
and solutions in support of the SDGs. The 
session will review the draft guide and 
provide insights for its further development 
and finalisation. 

Key questions: (i) Does the guide cover all 
aspects of digital transformation along the 
PPP lifecycle? (ii) Are the case studies used 
in the guide adequate? (iii) Are the draft 
policy options/recommendations sufficiently 
clear? 

Documentation: Draft guide on improving 
the delivery of PPP and infrastructure 
through digital transformation throughout 
the project lifecycle in support of the SDGs 

Expected outcome: (i) A better 
understanding of the digital transformation 
in PPPs (ii) Insights by panellists and the 
audience will contribute to the finalisation 
of the guide. 

 

Challenge: Access to key public services 
remain a challenge for millions of citizens, 
and Information and Communications 
Technology (ICT) can enable access to key 
public services and accelerate PPP and 
infrastructure projects in support of the 
2030 Agenda.  

To address this challenge, a UNECE drafting 
team has developed a practical guide to 
highlight the PPP and infrastructure projects 
in a number of sectors that exist as a result 
of digital transformation. The session will 
review the draft guide and provide insights 
for its further development and finalisation. 

Key questions: (i) Does the guide cover the 
main aspects of digital social services? (ii) 
Are the case studies used in the guide 
adequate? (iii) Are the draft policy 
options/recommendations sufficiently 
clear? 

Documentation: Draft guide on PPPs in 
digital infrastructure: diagnostics in 
healthcare (telemedicine) and other public 
services. 

Expected outcome: (i) A better 
understanding of the array of digital PPP 
services (ii) Insights by panellists and the 
audience will contribute to the finalisation 
of the guide. 

 

 

https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/ECE%20PPP%20Forum%20-%20Draft%20Guide%20on%20the%20state%20of%20Infra%20and%20PPP%20midway%20to%202023.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/ECE%20PPP%20Forum%20-%20Draft%20Guide%20on%20the%20state%20of%20Infra%20and%20PPP%20midway%20to%202023.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/ECE%20PPP%20Forum%20-%20Draft%20Guide%20on%20the%20state%20of%20Infra%20and%20PPP%20midway%20to%202023.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/ECE%20PPP%20Forum%20-%20Draft%20Guide%20on%20Green%20and%20Sustainable%20PPP%20Procurement%20for%20the%20SDGs_0.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/ECE%20PPP%20Forum%20-%20Draft%20Guide%20on%20Green%20and%20Sustainable%20PPP%20Procurement%20for%20the%20SDGs_0.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-05/ECE%20PPP%20Forum%20-%20Draft%20Guide%20on%20Digital%20Transformation%20in%20PPPs%20for%20the%20SDGs_0.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-05/ECE%20PPP%20Forum%20-%20Draft%20Guide%20on%20Digital%20Transformation%20in%20PPPs%20for%20the%20SDGs_0.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-05/ECE%20PPP%20Forum%20-%20Draft%20Guide%20on%20Digital%20Transformation%20in%20PPPs%20for%20the%20SDGs_0.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-05/ECE%20PPP%20Forum%20-%20Draft%20Guide%20on%20Digital%20Transformation%20in%20PPPs%20for%20the%20SDGs_0.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/ECE%20PPP%20Forum%20-%20Draft%20Guide%20on%20the%20state%20of%20Infra%20and%20PPP%20midway%20to%202023_0.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/ECE%20PPP%20Forum%20-%20Draft%20Guide%20on%20the%20state%20of%20Infra%20and%20PPP%20midway%20to%202023_0.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/ECE%20PPP%20Forum%20-%20Draft%20Guide%20on%20the%20state%20of%20Infra%20and%20PPP%20midway%20to%202023_0.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/ECE%20PPP%20Forum%20-%20Draft%20Guide%20on%20the%20state%20of%20Infra%20and%20PPP%20midway%20to%202023_0.pdf
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 Moderator:  
Ms. Agnes Mazurek, Global Head of Private 
Debt, Apex Group 

Moderator:  
Mr. Steven Van Garsse, Vice Dean, 
University of Hasselt, Belgium 

Moderator:  
Ms. Stacy Sinclair, Partner, Fenwick Elliott 
LLP 

Moderator:  
Mr. Gabriele Pasquini, Director, Presidency 
of the Council of Ministers, Italy 

 

 Panellists (in alphabetical order): 
Mr. Luigi De Pierris, Independent 
Consultant and Former EPEC advisor 
Mr. Shalem Raju Devarapalli, Finance 
Department, Government of Andhra 
Pradesh, India 
Mr. Harald Junke, Partner and Managing 
Director, Infralinx 
Mr. Jean-Patrick Marquet, President, 
Observatory of the Values in Society & 
Management, Switzerland 
Mr. Francesco Micci, Advisor and Chartered 
Professional, Adjunct Professor, WRA-PIARC,  
Ms. Şule Topçu Kılıç, Deputy Head, EBRD, 
Türkiye 
 
 

Q&A 

Panellists (in alphabetical order): 
Ms. Désirée Klingler, Associate Lawyer, 
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP* 
Ms. Iuliana Leon, Managing Associate, Tuca 
Zbarceo & Associates 
Mr. Richard Ornitz, CEO, Infralinx* 
Mr. Scott Walchak, Adjunct Faculty and 
Consultant, International Law Institute, USA 
Ms. Doreen Wong, Principal PPP Consultant 
and Associate, Climate Risk Institute, Canada 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q&A 

Panellists (in alphabetical order): 
Ms. Nesrin Akin Oztabak, CEO, BIMCRONE  
Ms. Sara Alvarado, Sustainable Finance 
Global Consulting, Canada  
Mr. Mark Enzer, Strategic Advisor, Mott 
MacDonald* 
Mr. Olivier Ginépro, Project Director, 
International Affairs, FIN INFRA, France* 
Mr. Cédric van Riel, Head of Business 
Development, Sustainable Infrastructure 
Foundation (SOURCE)* 
Mr. Peter Ward, Director of Real Estate 
Development at Guy's and St Thomas' NHS 
Foundation Trust, UK* 
 
 
 

Q&A 

Panellists (in alphabetical order): 
Ms. Hande Hacımahmutoğlu, Deputy 
General Director, Strategy and Budget, 
Presidency of the Republic of Türkiye 
Mr. Mark Halliday, International PPP 
consultant* 
Mr. Nasser Massoud, Managing Director, 
Concept Realisation 
Ms. Tamara Sunbul, Medical Director, 
Clinical Informatics 
Ms. Esen Tümer, CEO, Essential Evolutions 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q&A 

 

 

 
 
16:00 - 16:30 

Grand Ball 
Room Foyer 

 
 
Coffee 
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16:30 - 18:00 Parallel session 1 

Grand Ball Room   

Climate Resilient Infrastructure: 
Integrating resilience and 
adaptation 
into PPP projects in support of the 
SDGs 

Parallel session 2 

Junior Ball Room A  

Stakeholder participation in PPPs: 
Enhancing stakeholder engagement 
in PPPs for the SDGs 
 

Parallel session 3 

Junior Ball Room B  

PPPs in renewable energy: 
Supporting the use of off-grid rural 
electrification renewable energy 
and energy efficient PPP solutions 
for the SDGs  

Parallel session 4 

Junior Ball Room C 

PPPs and women’s empowerment: 
Promoting gender equality and 
women’s empowerment through 
PPPs for the SDGs 

 

 Challenge: Climate change has accelerated 
even more rapidly than the direst 
predictions. The planet is besieged by 
increasingly intense and frequent natural 
events such as floods and earthquakes, as 
well as man-made disturbances, including 
armed conflict. This crisis has necessitated 
significant measures to adapt and withstand 
better, and to recover quicker from these 
adverse events. 

The need for PPPs to help finance both the 
infrastructure gap but especially integrating 
climate resilience and adaptation into 
infrastructure projects is acute.  

To address this challenge, a UNECE drafting 
team will be set up to develop a PPP guide 
or standard on the topic with case studies 
and policy recommendations. The session 
will provide insights on the topic, in 
particular, on the elements for inclusion in 
the guide or standard. 

Key questions: (i) How can climate 
resilience be progressively integrated in PPP 
and infrastructure projects in support of the 
SDGs, in particular, SDG 13? (ii) How can 
existing infrastructure be adapted to 
become climate resilient? (iii) What are the 
main areas that a UNECE standard on the 
topic needs to cover? 

Expected outcomes: (i) A better 
understanding of climate resilience and 

Challenge: Stakeholder engagement is one 
of the five desirable UNECE PPPs for the 
SDGs’ outcomes, and it encompasses a 
diverse set of processes necessary to foster 
meaningful participation and inclusivity, 
ultimately contributing to the sustainable 
well-being of the broader community over 
the long term. 

In response to the imperative of enhancing 
stakeholder engagement, a UNECE drafting 
team has been set up to draft a practical 
guide on the subject. This comprehensive 
guide aims to offer valuable insights through 
the incorporation of case studies and policy 
recommendations. This session is designed 
to shed light on various aspects of the topic, 
with a particular focus on identifying and 
discussing key elements to be included in 
the guide. This collaborative effort 
underscores UNECE's commitment to 
addressing the challenges associated with 
stakeholder engagement and fostering a 
more inclusive and participatory approach 
towards achieving the SDGs. 

Key questions: (i) What is stakeholder 
engagement in PPPs in support of the SDGs? 
(ii) How can stakeholder participation in PPP 
projects be optimised and become a core 
part of project preparation? (iii) What are 
the main areas that a UNECE guide on the 
topic needs to cover? 

Challenge: Lack of access to sustainable 
energy continues to limit the human 
socioeconomic development potential of 
millions of people. This shortcoming needs 
to be universally addressed so that all 
communities can participate equally in a 
world filled with new opportunities.  

Off-grid energy generation through PPPs is 
not new but it could be scaled up to 
increasingly play a vital role in the economic 
activities of communities located in remote 
areas. 

To address this challenge, a UNECE drafting 
team has been set up to develop a PPP 
standard on PPPs in off-grid renewable 
energy with case studies and policy 
recommendations. The session will provide 
insights on the topic, in particular, on the 
elements for inclusion in the standard. 

Key questions: (i) How can off-grid 
renewable energy PPPs be developed? (ii) 
What are the international trends in this 
sector? (iii) What are the main areas that a 
UNECE standard on the topic needs to 
cover? 

Expected outcomes: (i) A better 
understanding of how PPPs operate in the 
off-grid renewable energy sector.  

(ii) Emerging elements to consider in the 
UNECE standard. 

Challenge: Women are poorly represented 
within the infrastructure industry and 
typically in the delivery of critical projects, 
many of which were designed and 
implemented without their meaningful 
involvement. Despite positive changes in 
recent years, the absence of women 
continues to have negative impacts on the 
efficiency, quality and quantity of PPP 
projects and on the lack of gender 
perspective in infrastructure design and 
delivery. 

The UNECE PPPs for the SDGs approach 
strongly advocates for gender equality and 
women’s empowerment in PPP and 
infrastructure projects through its five 
desirable outcomes, the ten guiding 
principles and the PIERS methodology. 

To further address this challenge, a UNECE 
drafting team has been set up to develop a 
practical guide on the topic with case studies 
and policy recommendations. The session 
will provide insights on the topic, in 
particular, on the elements for inclusion in 
the guide. 

Key questions: (i) Why is gender equality and 
women’s empowerment beneficial to the 
delivery of sustainable PPP and infrastructure 
programmes? (ii) What are the barriers to 
promoting gender equality and women’s 
empowerment in PPPs and infrastructure, 
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adaptation practices (ii) Emerging elements 
to consider in the UNECE guide or standard. 
 
 
 
 
Moderator:  
Mr. David Dodd, President, International 
Sustainable Resilience Center, New Orleans 
 
 
Panellists (in alphabetical order): 
Ms. Eleni Bakoula, Vice-Chairperson, UNECE 
Working Party on PPPs, Legal Counsel, 
Athens Urban Transport Organization, 
Greece 
Ms. Günay Gökçen, Country Director, 
Meridiam, Türkiye 
Mr. Yuji Munehiro, Executive Officer, 
Chodai Corporation 
Mr. Özgür Pehlivan, Founder, EFI Consulting 
Mr. Sam Tabuchi, Toyo University, Japan 
Mr. Mathieu Verougstraete, Head of 
Infrastructure and Finance, Resilience Unit, 
UNDRR* 
Mr. Nicholas Yatromanolakis, Principal, 
Policy Lab; Strategy Advisor, AAnG Holdings 
Group 
 

Q&A 

Expected outcomes: (i) A better 
understanding of the fundamental 
importance of stakeholder engagement in 
PPP projects. (ii) Emerging elements to 
consider in the UNECE guide. 
 

Moderator:  
Ms. Melissa Peneycad, Manager, 
Sustainable Infrastructure and PPP 
Programs, Beyond21 Academy, Canada 
 

Panellists (in alphabetical order): 
Mr. Felix Dodds, Adjunct Professor, Water 
Institute University of North Carolina, USA* 
Ms. Amanda Loeffen, CEO, Human Right 2 
Water, UK 
Ms. Quin MacKenzie, Lead Executive 
Officer, Luuceo, Canada 
Mr. Dragutin Nenezić, Expert in PPPs and 
Concessions, Serbia 
Ms. Sladjana Sredojević, Specialist, 
Association of Serbian Banks 
Ms. Helga Van Peer, Lawyer, Mediator and 
Independent Board Member, Belgium 
 

 
 
 
 

Q&A 

 

 

 

 

 

Moderator:  
Mr. David Baxter, Chief PPP Advisor, 
International Sustainable Resilience Center 

 

Panellists (in alphabetical order): 
Ms. Marie-Benedicte Desvallon, Avocat at 
the Paris Bar and Solicitor of the Senior 
Courts of England & Wales - Partner of WAT 
& LAW 
Ms. Lucia Fuselli, Clean Energy and 
Decarbonization Lead, Green Climate Fund 
Mr. Kubilay Kavak, Director General, 
Escarus 
Mr. Michael Kerrigan, President, Delgany 
Advisory, LLC 
Ms. Alina Nica Gales, Land and Business 
Registrar, Spain 

 
 
 
Q&A 

 

and how can gender equality and women’s 
empowerment be improved in each PPP 
stage? (iii) What are the main areas that a 
UNECE guide on the topic needs to cover? 

Expected outcomes: (i) A better 
understanding of the importance of 
mainstreaming gender considerations into 
sustainable PPP and infrastructure projects. 
(ii) Emerging elements to consider in the 
UNECE guide to better understand gender 
equality and women empowerment in a PPP 
context. 

Moderator:  
Ms. Sedef Yavuz-Noyan, Head, PPP 
Department, Strategy and Budget, 
Presidency of the Republic of Türkiye 

Panellists (in alphabetical order): 
Ms. Vida Abdaly, Professor and Director, 
Institute of International Law, Kish Island, 
Iran 
Mr. Awais Ahmad, Friedrich Ebert 
Foundation, Germany* 
Ms. Rose-Lourdes Elysée, Chief of the 
Central Management Unit of PPP, Haiti* 
Ms. Susanne Foerster, Lawyer, Infrastructure 
Specialist* 
Mr. Antonio Carlos Rodrigues, CEO, Grupo 
Casais, Portugal* 
Mr. Nasser Massoud, Managing Director, 
Concept Realisation 
 

Q&A 

18:00 - 18:30 

Grand Ball 
Room 

Keynote speech 
H.E. Mr. Mehmet Şimşek, Minister of Treasury and Finance of Türkiye 

 

 

18:30 - 20:00 

Panoramic 
Terrace, Conrad 

Buffet dinner (hosted by Türkiye)  
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Thursday, 9 May 2024 
“Financing the SDGs through PPPs in the UNECE region and beyond” 
Location: Conrad İstanbul Bosphorus 

 

09:00 - 10:30 

Grand Ball 
Room 

High-level roundtable 
Charting new routes: Navigating the power of PPPs for the SDGs in Road Safety finance2  

Background: Can we leverage technology and innovation through PPPs to address road safety challenges? 
This roundtable seeks to discuss the role of private sector innovation in complementing public initiatives and 
how such collaborations can be structured to yield maximum benefits for all road users. 

Key questions: (i) What progress has been made so far to utilize PPPs to tackle road safety and what are some 
of the key lessons learned from these experiences? (ii) What practical steps can be taken to advance the 
potential use of PPPs for road safety, especially in low and middle-income countries? (iii) Which emerging 
technologies and innovative approaches hold the most promise for transformative impacts on road safety 
when synergized with public sector efforts through PPPs? 

Expected outcomes: (i) Highlighting PPPs in Road Safety. (ii) Foster a rich exchange of ideas and experiences 
among experts, policymakers, and practitioners. (iii) Identify strategies for overcoming obstacles in PPPs for 
road safety. 

Moderator: 
Ms. Nneka Henry, United Nations Road Safety Fund 
 
Opening Remarks: 
Mr. Jean Todt, UN Secretary General’s Special Envoy for Road Safety* 
 
Panellists (in alphabetical order): 
Mr. David Osafo Adonteng, Acting Director-General, National Road Safety Authority, Ghana* 
Ms. Rose Lourdes Élysée, General Coordinator, Central Unit for Management of PPP, Haiti* 
Mr. Young Tae Kim, Secretary-General, International Transport Forum (ITF) at the OECD 
Mr. Daniel Pulido and Mr. Volkan Recai Çetin, The World Bank Group 
Ms. Jelena Tadić, Executive Director of PPP Investment, Serbia 
Mr. Philip J. Wijers, Director Government Affairs, Sensys Gatso Group 
 
 

Q&A 
 

 
10:15 - 10:45 
 

 
Coffee available at the foyer of the Grand Ball Room 
 

 
2 This session is co-organised with the UN Road Safety Fund secretariat. 
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10:30 - 12:00 

Grand Ball 
Room  

Policy debate 1 
Equal access to PPP and public services 

Background: Integrating a human-rights-based approach in PPPs is vital for inclusivity and equality, which are 
key to sustainable development and meeting the SDGs. Ensuring that PPPs and public infrastructure provide 
“equal access” to everyone is crucial, enabling access to transportation, facilities, employment, and 
technology regardless of physical ability, economic status, or location. The session will discuss how to design 
and implement PPPs that offer equal access to public services and infrastructure, tackling physical, digital, 
economic, and social barriers. It will explore the use of PPPs as instruments for social change, focusing on the 
roles of the public and private parties in ensuring that projects align with equal access standards. The debate 
will also showcase how the UNECE's PPPs for the SDGs approach and the PIERS methodology are designed to 
ensure that PPP projects adhere to a human-rights-based approach throughout all stages of the PPP process. 

Key questions: (i) How can PPPs be effectively designed and implemented to ensure “equal access” for all 
individuals, particularly in relation to public services? (ii) Which collaborative strategies and actions should 
stakeholders undertake to align their PPP initiatives with the SDGs and other frameworks aimed at fostering 
"equal access" and securing sustainable, inclusive growth? (iii) In what ways do the UNECE's PPPs for the SDGs 
approach and the PIERS platform support the incorporation of a human-rights-based approach in PPPs, and 
how does this contribute to the overarching goals of creating value for communities and the environment? 

Expected outcomes: (i) Insight into effective design principles and implementation strategies for PPPs that 
ensure equal access for all, particularly in public services. (ii) Enhanced knowledge on a human-rights-based 
approach, including human rights due diligence in infrastructure projects, to ensure that PPP initiatives meet 
equal access expectations and support the broader objectives of social equity and inclusion. 

Moderator: 
Ms. Elisabeth Türk, Director, Economic Cooperation and Trade Division, UNECE* 
 
Panellists (in alphabetical order): 
Ms. Eleni Bakoula, Legal Counsel, Athens Urban Transport Organization, Greece 
Ms. Ainura Bekkoenova and Mr. Livio Sarandrea*, UNDP 
Mr. Surya Deva, UN Special Rapporteur on the right to development* 
Ms. Amanda Loeffen, CEO, Human Right 2 Water 
Mr. Syed Zaidi, Senior Director, Government of Alberta, Canada 
 

Q&A 
 

 
 
12:00 - 13:30 

Manzara 
Restaurant 

 
 
Lunch (offered to all participants) 
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13:30 - 15:00 

Grand Ball 
Room 

Policy debate 2 
The experience of Türkiye in delivering PPPs aligned with the SDGs  

Background: Türkiye ranks as one of the top countries in the world using PPPs and is considered by many as a 
model to follow. Türkiye has been pursuing PPPs since 1986 and has signed contracts for 270 PPP projects 
with an investment value of 98.6 billion USD. 250 of these projects are already successfully in operation and 
20 others are in the construction phase. Among these PPP projects are: 

• 13 international airports with 281 million passenger capacity, 11 motorways for a total of 1746.4 
kilometres and other transportation facilities with an investment value of 60 billion USD,  

• energy projects with 21.73 billion USD and  

• health campuses with a total of 28,438 beds and an investment value of USD 13.08 billion. 

These PPP projects aim to increase the welfare of Turkish citizens, increase their access to basic services in the 
most sustainable way in line with the SDGs, as well contributing to make Türkiye a hub for services in the 
region. 

Key questions: (i) What are the main challenges and opportunities in delivering sustainable PPPs in Türkiye? 
(ii) How is the involvement of Türkiye’s public authorities instrumental in ensuring that PPPs are aligned with 
the SDGs? (iii) How does the involvement of IFIs catalyse sustainable PPP practices in Türkiye?  

Expected outcome: A better understanding of the challenges and opportunities of sustainable PPP practices 
in Türkiye.  

Moderator: 
Mr. Kerem Dönmez, Director General, Foreign Economic Relations, Ministry of Treasury and Finance, Türkiye 

 

Panellists (in alphabetical order): 
Mr. Başar Arıoğlu, Chairman of Yapı Merkezi Construction and Industry, Türkiye 
Mr. Faruk Cirit, Director General of Sectors and Public Investments, Strategy and Budget, Presidency of the 
Republic of Türkiye 
Mr. Gökhan Macit, Deputy Director General, General Directorate of Turkish Highways, Ministry of Transport 
and Infrastructure, Türkiye 
Mr. Sebahattin Öz, Deputy Director General, Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources, Türkiye 
Ms. Şule Topçu Kılıç, Deputy Head, EBRD, Türkiye* 
 
 

Q&A 
 

15:00 - 18:30 
 

Site visit to an operational PPP project in Istanbul:  
Option for 100 participants  

An optional site visit is organised by the Strategy and Budget, Presidency of the Republic of Türkiye. The visit 
will allow participants to learn about the Northern Marmara Motorway Project (website) which connects Asia 
and Europe and carries the distinction of having the largest tunnels in the world and one of the world’s widest 
suspension bridges.  

 
 
15:00 - 15:30 

Grand Ball 
Room Foyer 

 
 
Coffee 
 

15:30 - 18:00  Closed sessions for experts in the Drafting Groups on ongoing workstreams  
(by invitation only) 
 

https://www.kuzeymarmaraotoyolu.com/en/route
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Friday, 10 May 2024 
“Looking ahead: Building a sustainable future through PPPs for the 
SDGs” 
Location: Conrad İstanbul Bosphorus 
 
 

09:00 - 10:30 

Grand Ball 
Room 

 

Policy debate 3 
Planning, structuring and managing small-scale PPPs in support of the SDGs3  

Background: Governments have over the years used the PPP model both for large-scale projects at the 
national level in sectors such as transportation, education, healthcare and energy, and for small-scale projects 
at the municipal level in sectors such as water and sanitation, waste management, street lighting, municipal 
parking, and electric car charging stations.  

Delivering successful small-scale PPPs pose unique challenges and opportunities to governments. The purpose 
of this session is to debate some of the core issues related to the planning, structuring, and managing of PPPs 
that are specific to small-scale projects.  

The outcome of the session will contribute to the development of a joint UNECE-WAPPP practical guide for 
public officials with policy recommendations, including case studies and practical examples, for the effective 
implementation of small-scale PPPs in support of the SDGs to advance sustainable infrastructure 
development. 

Key questions: (i) What are the tools employed to lower transaction costs in small-scale projects? (ii) What 
strategies can be put in place for PPP units and procuring authorities to streamline their processes and make 
them more efficient while optimising their resources? (iii) Trade-offs: how to ensure their bankability and 
compliance with the SDGs?  

Expected outcomes: (i) A better understanding of how small-scale PPPs are planned, structured and managed 
(ii) Emerging elements to consider in the UNECE-WAPPP practical guide on the topic. 

 

Moderator: 
Mr. Syed Zaidi, Chairperson, UNECE Working Party on PPPs (Canada)  
 

Panellists (in alphabetical order): 
Mr. Sanzhar Bolotov, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Economy, Kyrgyzstan 
Ms. Jyoti Bisbey, Climate Finance and PPP Specialist, The World Bank Group* 
Mr. Marc Frilet, General Secretary, International Centre of Excellence for PPP Policy, Laws and Institutions* 
Mr. Ziad-Alexander Hayek, President, World Association of PPP Units and Professionals (WAPPP) 
Ms. Jekaterina Šarmavičienė, Head, PPP Competence Centre, Lithuania 
 
 

Q&A 
 

 
10:30 - 11:00 

Grand Ball 
Room Foyer 

 
Coffee 
 

 
3 This session is co-organised with WAPPP. 
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11:00 - 12:30 Parallel session 1 

Grand Ball Room 

The contribution of PPPs to 
economic recovery and 
reconstruction  

Parallel session 2 

Junior Ball Room A 

Generative Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) and PPPs: Potential and 
limitations 
 

Parallel session 3 

Junior Ball Room B 

Cross-border PPPs in support of the 
SDGs4 

Parallel session 4 

Junior Ball Room C 

Roundtable discussion on selected 
PPP case studies   

 

 Challenge: PPPs are complex and take 
considerable time to develop and structure. 
However, rebuilding programmes in 
communities ravaged by war and natural 
disaster need to be implemented swiftly and 
at pace.  

The flow of public money into infrastructure 
will not be enough to cover the ever-
growing reconstruction needs, and there is, 
therefore, a need to incentivise private 
money to invest in recovery and 
reconstruction programmes.  

To address this challenge, the UNECE has 
prepared a guide for public officials to 
provide an overview of the strategies, tools, 
and nuances to support the acceleration of 
the delivery of PPP projects in the aftermath 
of conflicts and disasters. 

Key questions: (i) What are the key 
elements/requirements to accelerate the 
delivery of sustainable PPP and 
infrastructure reconstruction programmes?  
(ii) Which are the key challenges and how 
can they be mitigated? (iii) What are the key 
policy recommendations to governments 
that can support accelerated and 
sustainable PPPs in support of the SDGs? 

Documentation: UNECE Guidelines on 
delivering PPP projects for sustainable 

Challenge: Using Generative Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) in the context of PPPs is not 
without its challenges. Addressing these 
challenges demands a thoughtful and 
multidimensional approach to ensure that 
the integration of AI in PPPs maximises the 
benefits while minimising the risks.  

Lower transaction costs for governments 
and an expedited PPP process would 
represent a transformational leap in the 
efficiency and effectiveness of PPPs in 
support of the SDGs. But such efficiencies 
need to be compared to the legal, ethical 
and technical risks associated with the 
implementation of generative AI in PPPs. 

The session will consider the pros and cons 
in implementing generative AI in PPPs, 
including how AI is already utilised in 
projects and its potential to predict 
infrastructure needs and generate 
documentation.  

Key questions: (i) How are existing PPP 
projects benefiting from generative AI? (ii) 
What is the potential of generative AI to 
reduce the PPP transaction costs for 
governments and expedite the PPP process? 
(iii) What are the challenges and limitations 
for AI in PPPs and how they can be 
mitigated? 

Challenge: As interstate and regional 
economic ties grow, the development of 
cross-border infrastructure becomes crucial. 
The goal is to drive the expansion of cross-
border infrastructure in Eurasia, accelerate 
the launch of projects, and minimise 
implementation risks. By focusing on the 
principles governing cross-border PPPs, this 
session aims to increase the awareness of 
governments and private investors regarding 
the opportunities offered by cross-border 
PPPs, outline strategies for successful cross-
border PPPs, which will drive expansion of 
cross-border infrastructure, facilitate and 
accelerate the launch of cross-border PPP 
projects, and minimise risks in their 
implementation - ultimately fostering 
economic development, environmental 
sustainability, and social progress across 
borders. 

Key questions: (i) What are the benefits and 
risks of cross-border PPPs, and how can they 
be optimized for sustainable development? 
(ii) How can legal and regulatory challenges 
in cross-border PPPs be effectively 
addressed to establish a robust framework? 
(iii) What international best practices from 
cross-border PPP projects can be applied to 
other countries and regions? 

  

Challenge: This session will invite PPP Units 
and other stakeholders to present projects 
across all sectors – transport, renewable 
energy, health, education, municipal and 
urban services – along the PPP for the SDGs 
outcomes for discussion, inspiration, and 
key learnings. 

Key questions: (i) How are these case 
studies contributing to sustainable 
development? (ii) To what extent are these 
projects implementing the PPP for the SDGs 
approach?  (iii) How were the main 
challenges to sustainable development 
addressed in practice? 

Expected outcome: (i) A better 
understanding of how countries put the 
SDGs into practice in their PPP programmes 
and projects, serving as an inspiration for 
potential PPP for the SDGs projects. (ii) 
Increased number of projects self-assessed 
using PIERS. 

Documentation: Database of case studies 
submitted to the 8th UNECE International 
PPP Forum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4 This session is co-organised with the Eurasian Development Bank 

https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/ECE_CECI_WP_PPP_2023_10-en.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/ECE_CECI_WP_PPP_2023_10-en.pdf
https://unece.org/eci/documents/2024/04/presentations/database-case-studies
https://unece.org/eci/documents/2024/04/presentations/database-case-studies
https://unece.org/eci/documents/2024/04/presentations/database-case-studies
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economic recovery and reconstruction in 
support of the SDGs. 

Expected outcome: A better understanding 
on how PPP projects can be streamlined 
without compromising the broader goal of 
rebuilding economies and societies in 
alignment of the SDGs. 

 

Moderator:  

Mr. Richard Threlfall, Global Head of 
Infrastructure, Government and Healthcare, 
KPMG 
 

Introducing the UNECE Guidelines on 
delivering PPP projects for sustainable 
economic recovery and reconstruction in 
support of the SDGs (published in October 
2023) 

Mr. Syed Zaidi, Chairperson, UNECE 
Working Party on PPPs (Canada) 
 
Panellists (in alphabetical order): 
Mr. Eyüp Vural Aydin, Chairman, Istanbul 
PPP Center of Excellence, Türkiye 
Mr. Niko Gachechyladze, Director, PPP 
Agency, Ukraine 
Ms. Aknur Jumatova, Investment Officer in 
IFC PPP advisory Europe Team 
Ms. Julia Kowalle, Executive Director,  
SMBC Bank International plc., UK  
 
 

Q&A 

Expected outcome: A better understanding 
of the potential and limitations of using 
generative AI to deliver PPPs in support of 
the SDGs. 

 

 

 
Moderator:  

Mr. Tony Bonnici, UNECE 

 

 
Panellists (in alphabetical order): 
Ms. Ella Carey-Phillips, KPMG  
Mr. Thibaut Mourgues, Managing Partner, 
Camden Advisory 
Ms. Stacy Sinclair, Partner, Fenwick Elliott 
LLP 
Mr. Jan van Schoonhoven, Senior Advisor at 
the National Center for Privatization & PPP, 
KSA, Saudi Arabia* 

 
Discussant 
Mr. Ziad-Alexander Hayek, President, World 
Association of PPP Units and Professionals 
(WAPPP)  

 
 

 
 
Q&A 
 

Expected outcome: A better understanding 
of the potential and limitations of cross-
border PPPs in support of the SDGs.  

 

 

 

 

Moderator:  
Mr. Jean-Patrick Marquet, President, 
Observatory of the Values in Society & 
Management, Switzerland 

 

Panellists (in alphabetical order): 
Mr. Sanzhar Bolotov, Deputy Minister, 
Ministry of Economy, Kyrgyzstan  
Mr. Marc Frilet, General Secretary, 
International Centre of Excellence for PPP 
Policy, Laws and Institutions* 
Ms. Svetlana Maslova, Director for PPP 
Projects, Eurasian Development Bank* 
Mr. Art Smith, Former President of U.S. 
National Council for Public-Private 
Partnership 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q&A 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Moderator:  
Ms. Maria Cristina Montero de Espinosa 
García, UNECE  

 

 

Case studies (in alphabetical order by 
country): 
▪ Argentina, Córdoba Cluster Program,  

Ms. Natalia Seiler*  video 
▪ Brazil, Smart Maceio PPP, Mr. João 

Henrique Caldas and Ms. Caroline Braga 
▪ Greece, Crete Schools and Student 

Accommodation PPPs, Mr. Apostolos 
Papadopoulos and Mr. Nikos Sergis  

▪ Qatar, Qatar Schools PPP program, 
Mr. Rameshbabu Settypalli  video 

▪ Serbia, Public lighting PPP, Mr. Siniša 
Janjušević  video 

▪ South Africa, Waste to Energy facility, 
Ms. Noxolo Mtembu  video 

 
 
 
 

Q&A 

 
 
12:30 - 13:30 

Manzara 
Restaurant 

 
 
Lunch (offered to all participants) 

https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/ECE_CECI_WP_PPP_2023_10-en.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/ECE_CECI_WP_PPP_2023_10-en.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DtX8qp1bHsA
https://youtu.be/fuGW3SvbyA8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zOBOZmNV1pA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X1veRntCJww
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13:30 - 15:00 Parallel session 1 

Grand Ball Room  

Workshop on the UNECE PIERS 
sustainability methodology and 
programme: measuring the impact 
of PPP projects5  

Parallel session 2 

Junior Ball Room A 

Workshop on PPP legal and 
regulatory framework in support of 
the SDGs  

Parallel session 3 

Junior Ball Room B 

Taking PPPs out of the classroom: 
contribution by academic 
institutions to capacity building6 

 

 Challenge: It is no longer enough for 
projects to be bankable, but they have to 
adhere to the SDG/ESG criteria of providing 
‘value for people’ and ‘value for the planet’.  

To address this challenge, the UNECE 
secretariat has launched a programme to 
deploy the PIERS methodology. As part of its 
demand-driven support, the secretariat 
assists governments to self-assess their PPP 
and infrastructure projects against the SDGs 
using a set of specially designed criteria and 
indicators. The PIERS programme follows 
five key principles: 1. Participation is 
voluntary; 2. Balances consistency and 
completeness with flexibility; 3. Robustness; 
4. Adds values to governments; and 5. 
Provides assurances to investors. 

The workshop will provide an opportunity to 
learn more about the PIERS programme and 
how it is being deployed in countries.  

Key questions: (i) What are the main 
features of the PIERS programme? (ii) What 
are the benefits for countries? (iii) How can 
the UN Regional Commissions work 
together to further deploy the PIERS 
programme? 

Challenge: A balanced legal and regulatory 
framework to attract private sector 
participation and finance into infrastructure 
and public services, while at the same time 
safeguard the public interest, is a long-term 
challenge in many countries that consider 
PPPs as a viable option to close the ever-
increasing infrastructure gap. 

This challenge is further exacerbated by an 
acute lack of public sector capacity to 
develop bankable and sustainable projects. 

To address this challenge, the UNECE has 
published a Standard on this topic with its 
accompanying guide.  

The workshop will consider how the UNECE 
Standard on PPP/Concession legal 
framework in support of the SDGs 
contribute to address this challenge. 

Key questions: (i) What are the main 
characteristics that difference the Standard 
on PPP/Concession legal framework from 
other PPP legal documents? (ii) What is the 
most effective way to implement the 
Standard in countries? (iii) How can the 
Standard inspire the work of other 
organisations to develop/update PPP legal 
manuals in support of the SDGs? 

Challenge: PPPs are not an end but the 
means to an end. PPPs are part of public 
policy involving private sector participation.  

In the context of the 2030 Agenda, the role 
of PPP is to contribute to achieve the SDGs, 
and therefore to enhance people’s lives, to 
protect the planet while promoting 
economic growth through sustainable 
finance. 

Considering the logic, the need, and the 
added value that PPPs can bring to all 
national and subnational governments, this 
panel will discuss perspectives from 
academia on why this is happening, what is 
being done and what could be improved to 
bridge the ever-increasing infrastructure 
gap.  

Key questions: (i) What are the main 
challenges to PPPs? (ii) What is being done 
by academia to mitigate the challenges and 
enhance the use of PPPs in terms of 
research, lectures, and incubators? (iii) How 
can this knowledge be taken “out of the 
classroom”? 

Expected outcome: A clearer understanding 
of the contribution of academia sustainable 
PPPs in support of the SDGs. 

 

 

 
5 This session is co-organised with ECA and ECLAC. 
6 This session is organised by academia. 
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Documentation: UNECE PPP and 
Infrastructure Evaluation and Rating System 
(PIERS)  

Expected outcome: A better understanding 
of how countries can benefit from the PIERS 
programme to identify and develop PPP and 
infrastructure projects in support of the 
SDGs. 

 

 

 

Moderator:  
Ms. Melissa Peneycad, Manager, 
Sustainable Infrastructure and PPP 
Programs, Beyond21 Academy, Canada 
 
Presentation of the PIERS programme:  
Mr. Tony Bonnici, UNECE  
 
Presentation of the PIERS online platform:  
Mr. Antonin Menegaux, UNECE 
 
Panellists (in alphabetical order): 
Ms. Miryam Saade Hazin, ECLAC 
Mr. Niko Gachechyladze, Director, PPP 
Agency, Ukraine 
Mr. Anthony Monganeli Mehlwana, UNECA 
Mr. Dragutin Nenezić, Expert in PPPs and 
Concessions 
Ms. Jelena Tadić, Executive Director of PPP 
Investment, Serbia  
 
 

 
Q&A 
 

Documentation: Standard on 
PPP/Concession legal framework in support 
of the SDGs and an accompanying guide 

Expected outcome: A better understanding 
on the UNECE work on PPP/Concession legal 
framework in support of the SDGs, and how 
it could be implemented in practice. 

 

Moderator:  
Mr. Steven Van Garsse, University of 
Hasselt, Belgium 
 
Introduction: 
Mr. George Katapodis, Chairperson, UNECE 
Committee on Innovation, Competitiveness 
and PPPs (Greece) 
 
 
Panellists (in alphabetical order): 
Mr. Christopher Clement-Davies, 
International Lawyer/VC investor and 
director, UK* 
Mr. Marc Frilet, General Secretary, 
International Centre of Excellence for PPP 
Policy, Laws and Institutions* 
Ms. Natascha Schmitt, Federal Board of the 
Brazilian Bar Association 
Mr. Scott Walchak, Adjunct Faculty and 
Consultant, International Law Institute, USA 
 
 

 
 
 

Q&A 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Moderator:  
Mr. Pedro Neves, CEO, Global Solutions, 
Portugal 
 
Panellists (in alphabetical order): 
Ms. Vida Abdaly, Professor and Director, 
Institute of International Law, Kish Island, 
Iran 
Ms. Yu Namba, Toyo University, Japan  
Mr. Joan-Enric Ricart, IESE Business School, 
Barcelona, Spain* 
Ms. Carolina Santana, Professor, IGPC, Belo 
Horizonte, Brazil 
Ms. Sladjana Sredojević, Specialist, 
Association of Serbian Banks 
Ms. Irina Zapatrina, Founder and CEO, PPP 
Academy, Ukraine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q&A 

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funece.org%2Fppp%2Fem&data=05%7C02%7Clisa.amend%40un.org%7Ccca14bb2975a491f071308dc27bf22fe%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638428949070263900%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OEmprFbu1xPcgC5JDbGJi5vAWTIp3t7Ybqijk4UfOXc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funece.org%2Fppp%2Fem&data=05%7C02%7Clisa.amend%40un.org%7Ccca14bb2975a491f071308dc27bf22fe%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638428949070263900%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OEmprFbu1xPcgC5JDbGJi5vAWTIp3t7Ybqijk4UfOXc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funece.org%2Fppp%2Fem&data=05%7C02%7Clisa.amend%40un.org%7Ccca14bb2975a491f071308dc27bf22fe%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638428949070263900%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OEmprFbu1xPcgC5JDbGJi5vAWTIp3t7Ybqijk4UfOXc%3D&reserved=0
https://unece.org/info/publications/pub/385961
https://unece.org/info/publications/pub/385961
https://unece.org/info/publications/pub/385961
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15:00 - 16:30 Parallel session 1 

Grand Ball Room 

National PPP programmes and 
policies in UNECE member States: 
capacity building to scale-up SDG-
oriented PPPs  
 

Parallel session 2 

Junior Ball Room A 

National PPP programmes and 
policies in Africa: 
capacity building to scale-up SDG-
oriented PPPs7  
 

Parallel session 3 

Junior Ball Room B 

National PPP programmes and 
policies in Latin America and the 
Caribbean: 
capacity building to scale-up SDG-
oriented PPPs8  

Parallel session 4 

Junior Ball Room C 

Revisiting the winning projects of 
the UNECE “PPP and Infrastructure 
Awards” in 2021 and in 2023  
 
 

 

 Challenge: Limited knowledge and public 
sector PPP capacity remain the number one 
barrier for governments to deliver 
sustainable PPPs.  

To address this challenge, the UNECE, ECA 
and ECLAC have joined forces to strengthen 
the capacity of public officials to deliver 
green, circular, resilient, and high-quality 
PPPs in support of the SDGs and 
transformational change. 

The session will provide an opportunity for 
UNECE programme countries to present 
their PPP programmes, policies and projects, 
as well as their capacity building 
requirements in order to deliver PPP and 
infrastructure projects in support of the 
SDGs. 

Key questions: (i) What are the main 
challenges facing countries to deliver 
sustainable PPPs? (ii) How are countries 
ensuring that their PPP projects can attract 
sustainable finance? (iii) What are the 
capacity building needs (e.g. project 
preparation support, legal and regulatory 
framework, etc.)? 

Expected outcome: A better understanding 
of national PPP programmes and capacity 

Challenge: Limited knowledge and public 
sector PPP capacity remain the number one 
barrier for governments to deliver 
sustainable PPPs.  

To address this challenge, the UNECE, ECA 
and ECLAC have joined forces to strengthen 
the capacity of public officials to deliver 
green, circular, resilient, and high-quality 
PPPs in support of the SDGs and 
transformational change. 

The session will provide an opportunity for 
ECA member States to present their PPP 
programmes, policies and projects, as well 
as their capacity building requirements in 
order to deliver PPP and infrastructure 
projects in support of the SDGs. 

Key questions: (i) What are the main 
challenges facing countries to deliver 
sustainable PPPs? (ii) How are countries 
ensuring that their PPP projects can attract 
sustainable finance? (iii) What are the 
capacity building needs (e.g. project 
preparation support, legal and regulatory 
framework, etc.)? 

Expected outcome: A better understanding 
of national PPP programmes and capacity 
building requirements to deliver sustainable 
PPPs. 

Challenge: Limited knowledge and public 
sector PPP capacity remain the number one 
barrier for governments to deliver 
sustainable PPPs.  

To address this challenge, the UNECE, ECA 
and ECLAC have joined forces to strengthen 
the capacity of public officials to deliver 
green, circular, resilient, and high-quality 
PPPs in support of the SDGs and 
transformational change. 

The session will provide an opportunity for 
ECLAC member States to present their PPP 
programmes, policies and projects, as well 
as their capacity building requirements in 
order to deliver PPP and infrastructure 
projects in support of the SDGs. 

Key questions: (i) What are the main 
challenges facing countries to deliver 
sustainable PPPs? (ii) How are countries 
ensuring that their PPP projects can attract 
sustainable finance? (iii) What are the 
capacity building needs (e.g. project 
preparation support, legal and regulatory 
framework, etc.)? 

Expected outcome: A better understanding 
of national PPP programmes and capacity 
building requirements to deliver sustainable 
PPPs. 

Challenge: For far too long, PPP efforts have 
focused on projects rather than on 
transformative infrastructure policies and 
programmes that put the SDGs in a 
comprehensive programme of activity. 
Rarely have PPPs been used as part of a 
comprehensive, holistic programme. Only 
when PPPs become part of a transformative 
infrastructure programme, they can 
contribute to the challenges facing the 
planet. 

The aim of the UNECE “PPP and 
Infrastructure Awards” is to showcase PPPs 
that transform communities and have 
positive impacts on society, the economy, 
and the environment. The session will revisit 
the winning projects of the UNECE “PPP and 
Infrastructure Awards” in 2021 and in 2023, 
and demonstrate how these projects are 
transforming communities. In addition, it 
will introduce the notion of a business case 
for sustainability, that is, quantifying the 
wider value of PPPs projects to the 
communities that they serve. 

Key questions: (i) In what ways have the 
projects transformed communities beyond 
the asset’s value, by also creating value for 
people and the planet? (ii) How can 
sustainability benefits of projects be 

 

 
7 This session is organised by ECA. 
8 This session is organised by ECLAC. 
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building requirements to deliver sustainable 
PPPs. 

measured? (iii) What are the success factors 
to replicate these projects in other 
regions/countries? 

Expected outcome: A better understanding 
of how projects are transforming 
communities and how sustainability in PPP 
projects can be measured. 

 Moderator:  
Mr. Antonin Menegaux, UNECE 

 
 
 
Panellists (in alphabetical order by country): 
Mr. Zamir Dibirov, Head of Project 
Management Department, Ministry of 
Economy, Azerbaijan 
Mr. Ulan Danilbekov, Deputy Director, PPP 
Center, Kyrgyzstan 
Mr. Roman Cojuhari, Director General, 
Public Property Agency, Moldova 
Ms. Jelena Tadić, Executive Director of PPP 
Investment, Serbia 
Mr. Baymyrat Yazmyradov, Deputy Head, 
Division for Property Relations and Support 
to Entrepreneurs, Ministry of Finance and 
Economy and Mr. Batyr Gajarov, Economist, 
Union of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs, 
Turkmenistan 
Mr. Akshay Kumar, Principal, Infrastructure 
- PPP, EBRD* 
 
 
 
 

Q&A 

Moderator:  
Mr. Robert Lisinge, United Nations 
Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) 

 
 
Panellists: 
Ms. Andiseya Phiri, Acting Director, PPP 
Unit, Ministry of Finance and Economic 
Planning, Zambia 
Mr. Jim Vianne Mugunga, Executive 
Director, PPP Unit, Uganda 
Mr. Moussa Kouyate, President, PPP Unit, 
Cote d’Ivoire 
Mr. Dieudonné Bondoma Yokono, 
President, CARPA (PPP Unit), Cameroon 
Ms. Primah Atugonza, PPP and 
Infrastructure Sector Lead, African Legal 
Support Facility 
Mr. Patrick Kabambe, CEO, PPP 
Commission, Malawi 
Mr. Ekow Osam Coleman, PPP Unit 
Coordinator, African Development Bank 
Group 
Ms. Eniye Ogbebor, PPP Legal Expert, 
Zambia 
 
 

Q&A 

Moderator:  
Ms. Miryam Saade Hazin, United Nations 
Economic Commission of Latin America and 
the Caribbean (ECLAC) 

 
Panellists: 
Mr. Ángel Tejeda, Vice Minister of Public 
Works, Dominican Republic 
Ms. Rose-Lourdes Elysée, Chief of the 
Central Management Unit of PPP, Haiti* 
Mr. Jonathan David Bernal González, Vice-
President, National Infrastructure Agency, 
Colombia* 
Mr. Juan Manuel Sánchez Medioli, General 
Director of Concessions, Ministry of Public 
Works, Chile 
Mr. Thiago Grego, Vice-President, IPGC, 
Brazil 
Mr. Gaston Astesiano, PPP Team Leader, 
Inter-American Development Bank 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q&A 

Moderators: 
Ms. Amanda Loeffen, CEO, Human Right 2 
Water, UK and Ms. Melissa Peneycad, 
Manager, Sustainable Infrastructure and 
PPP Programs, Beyond21 Academy, Canada  

Representatives from winning projects: 
 

1915 Çanakkale Bridge, Türkiye 
(winner of the 2023 Award) 

▪ Mr. Cagdas Cengiz, 1915 Çanakkale 
Bridge 

▪ Mr. Murat Sarikaya, CFO, 1915 
Çanakkale Bridge 

 

Nova Ceasa, Brazil  
(winner of the 2021 Award) 

▪ Ms. Viviane Bezerra, Special Advisor 
Investment Partnership Programne 
(PPI), Brazil* 

▪ Mr. Pedro Neves, CEO, Global 
Solutions, Portugal 

 
 

 
 

Q&A 

 

16:30 - 17:00 

Grand Ball 
Room Foyer 

Coffee  
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17:00 - 18:15 

Grand Ball 
Room 

Forging the Future: A High-Level Policy Debate on Sustainable PPPs for Global Resilience 
and Climate Action 

 

Challenge: Building on three days of discussions on the role of PPPs and infrastructure finance in recovery, 
resilience, and reconstruction, this high-level concluding policy debate will connect these topics with pressing 
global challenges and opportunities. These issues will be extensively discussed at the Summit of the Future in 
September 2024, with key outcomes published in the highly anticipated Pact of the Future. Panellists will 
explore ways to foster a more action-oriented dialogue on integrating these initiatives with climate reforms, 
financing for development, digital cooperation, and the needs of future generations.  

In its second part, the panellists will provide the audience with key insights and takeaways from the three-day 
forum. 

 

Key questions: (i) How can PPPs and infrastructure be effectively integrated with climate reforms in countries 
to ensure that they contribute to sustainable development and to economic growth? (ii) How can innovative 
sustainable financing models be encouraged by governments, particularly in developing and transition 
countries? (iii) How can digital transformations be sustainably incorporated into infrastructure projects to 
benefit future generations? 

 

Forward looking policy debate: 
Moderator: 
Ms. Gwi Yeop-Son, UN Regional Director for Europe and Central Asia  
 
Panellists (in alphabetical order by country): 
Mr. Babatunde Ahonsi, UN Resident Coordinator in Türkiye  
Mr. Dmitry Shlapachenko, UN Resident Coordinator in Turkmenistan 
 
Key insights from the Forum: 
Moderator: 
Mr. Tony Bonnici, UNECE 
 
Panellists: 
Mr. Richard Threlfall, Global Head of Infrastructure, Government and Healthcare, KPMG 
Ms. Helga Van Peer, Lawyer, Mediator and Independent Board Member, Belgium 
  
Concluding remarks: 
Ms. Sedef Yavuz-Noyan, Head, PPP Department, Strategy and Budget, Presidency of the Republic of Türkiye 
Mr. Tony Bonnici, UNECE 
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Useful information 
 

Venue Conrad İstanbul Bosphorus 
Cihannüma, Saray Cd No:5, 34353 Beşiktaş,  
İstanbul, Türkiye 

Click here to see the location on Google Maps   

 

Contacts 
 

UNECE 
PPP Secretariat 
ppp@un.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Joining online 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Conrad+Istanbul+Bosphorus/@41.0468719,28.9888929,14z/data=!4m9!3m8!1s0x14d25a3c3495946b:0xa3047f4c016284e0!5m2!4m1!1i2!8m2!3d41.0468679!4d29.0094923!16s%2Fg%2F11c71bnm01?hl=fr&entry=ttu
mailto:ppp@un.org

